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Observers Cite ‘Despair,’ ‘Failure’ at ASEAN 
Summit 


Leadership Closing Speeches ‘Downbeat’ 


42000172 Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING 
HERALD in English 16 Dec 87 p 7 


{Article by Barry Lowe in Manila] 


[Text] The summit meeting of the Association of South- 
East Asian Nations (ASEAN) in Manila ended on a tone 
of despair yesterday after assembled heads of govern- 
ment failed to agree on a single key issue, raising serious 
questions about the effectiveness and viability of the 
alliance. 


In closing speeches heavy on platitudes but light on 
substance, the leaders of the six member States—Indo- 
nesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, the Phi'ippines 
and Brunei—sounded a downbeat note at the summit's 
lack of achievement. 


Meeting for the time in 10 years, the ASEAN leaders 
demonstrated a divided purpose, which exposed the 
alliance to accusations that it was ineffectual despite its 
lofty sdeals. [sentence as published] 


The more significant shortcomings of the summit were: 


Failure to agree on the steps that should be taken to 
achieve a Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality (ZOP- 
FAN) in South-East Asia, which has long been an 
ASEAN goal. 


Failure to make progress on a proposal to declare 
ASEAN a nuclear-free zone. 


A confused reaction to latest developments on the Kam- 
puchean issue. Avoiding comment on the recent talks 
between the Kampuchean rebel leader Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk and Phnom Penh's Prime Minister, Mr Hun 
Sen, the summit could only come up with a renewed call 
for the withdrawal of the Vietnamese troops. 


A lack of progress on agreements for economic co- 
operation. Four minor agreements signed by the summit 
will have little impact on easing the fierce competition 
among ASEAN members. 


Failure to discuss the long-term goal of creating an 
ASEAN currency. 


Refusal to comment on pressing security issues such as 
the future of the US military bases in the Philippines. 


The summit’s lack of achievement was reflected in 
Statements read by the heads of government as they 
addressed the closing ceremony in Manila’s fortress-like 
International Convention Centre yesterday. 


INTER-ASIAN 1 


The Singapore Prime Minister, Mr Lee, who provided 
the highlight of the opening day with an impassioned call 
for ASEAN moral support for the Philippines in the face 
of that country’s communist insurgency, indicated his 
disappointment at the summit’s outcome by limiting his 
speech to a mere 140 words. 


“We had much to do and much to accomplish before our 
neat meeting,” he said. 


The Thai Prime Minister, General Prem, was more frank 
in his comments. 


“Much remains to be done to translate our agreed 
objectives into action and deeds, and herein lie the 
challenging tasks ahead for us,” he said. 


The Prime Minister of Malaysia, Dr Mahathir, described 
the summit communique, which has been given the ttle 
The Manila Declaration, as “a fair and frank assessment 
of ASEAN's achievements and shortcomings”. 


The Philippines Foreign Secretary, Senator Raul Man- 
glapus, facing a barrage of questions from the 1200 
foreign and local newsmen who covered the meeting. 
told a post-summit briefing the main achievement was 
that the summit took place at all. 


Security worries caused by Manila’s growing ranks of 
communist and mght-wing urban terrorists had at one 
stage threatened to scuttle the meeting. But in the long 
run these concerns were outweighed by the summit's 
failure to come to grips with an agenda that was |0 years 
in the making. 


Senator Manglapus tried to play down this lack of results 
by claiming that the deliberations by the heads of gov- 
ernment took place according to the uniquely Asian 
concept of consensus. 


He argued that real progress had been made on a number 
of vital issues. 


However, some diplomatic sources insisted the summit 
was little more than a ceremonial gathering. 


Its main purpose, they said, was to symbolise the support 
of the other ASEAN countries for President Aquino of 
the Philippines and her hard-pressed administration. 


For Mrs Aquino the summit was a tough introduction to 
high-level international diplomacy. 


She hinted in her opening speech on Monday that she 
wanted to discuss the US military bases—a paramount 
domestic issue in Philippines politics—with her fellow 
ASEAN leaders. 
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The only foreign head of State to come to Manila io meet 
the ASEAN leaders was the newly installed Japanese 
Prime Minister, Mr Takeshita, who flew in a few hours 
after the summit officially ended. 


In his first trip abroad as Prime Minister, Mr Takeshita 
underscored the importance his country placed on 
expanding its political and economic links with South- 
East Asia. 


He will demonstrate that purpose by sharing out $2.8 
billion in aid money among the neediest ASEAN coun- 
tries in a much publicised gesture of goodwill towards 
the region. 


No Action on ZOPFAN, NWFZ 


42000172 Quezon City WE FORUM in English 
18-24 Dec 87 pp 3. 4 


{Editorial report: “There Were Fighting Words in 
Manila, but No Action™] 


[Text] No one ever really expected the third summit of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 
Manila this week to achieve anything fantastic, but still, 
analysts were amazed at how the summit's top leaders 
and behind-the-scene organizers managed to dodge the 
hard issues on a standing commitment to set up a zone of 
peace, freedom and neutrality in the region (ZOPFAN) 
by postponing definite political action in the matter. The 
issue would have inevitably touched also on the contro- 
versial United States military bases in the Philippines, 
which some view as a contradiction of ASEAN's avowed 
goals for neutrality. 


By Monday afternoon (as we were going to press), the 
salient points of the Manila Declaration, which ASEAN 
spokesman Ambassador Rodolfo Severino revealed to 
the press. showed a largely ambivalent attitude toward 
the ASEAN'’s security and political problems. 


While Indonesia and Malaysia strongly batted for giving 
more immediate attention to the ASEAN’'s 1971 com- 
mitment to set up a ZOPFAN, and, as a first step a 
nuclear weapons-free zone, the ASEAN as 2 whole 
stressed the need first to consider the implications of 
such to regional security, the balance of forces, and the 
interests and views of states and major powers outside 
ASEAN. 


The commitment to bring ZOPFAN into reality was also 
neatly sidetracked by an assertion by the leaders that the 
Kampuchean problem remained a major block to the 
establishment of the zone. 


This, notwithstanding Indonesian President Suharto’s 
call for quick action even though the Kampuch: an crisis 
has not been resolved. 


INTER-ASIAN 


Thus did the Manila Declaration state its position: that 
the leaders endorsed the concept and early establishment 
of a nuclear weapons-free zone, however, they pointed 
out that the concept and timing of the treaty establishing 
the zone needs to be intensively studied. Moreover, they 
cited a need to consult “other countries in Southeast 
Asia and major powers” outside the region in consider- 
ing the treaty for a NWFZ. 


As expected, the example of how the US applied thc 
squeeze on New Zealand—which unilaterally banned 
passage of all nuke-carrying and nuke-fueled ships in its 
waters—seemed to haunt the ASEAN leaders, consider- 
ing that most ASEAN states still look to the west for their 
markets. 


Despite repeated questions by reporters as to the time- 
table for taking any definite political action on the 
ZOPFAN and NWFZ, Ambassador Severino stressed 
there was no such schedule. Most of the questions 
thrown at the ASEAN spokesman reflected puzziement 
over the seeming inability of the region's leaders to make 
any definite position and continue postponing action on 
the zone, which is believed to be inextricably tied to the 
Philippines bases question. This means that there is not 
much time to resolve the issues from the ASEAN per- 
spective, because the RP-US bases treaty expire in 1991, 
and are up for review starting next year. 


Just about the only tone of urgency toward setting up the 
ZOPFAN, and, as its essential part, the nuclear weapons- 
free zone, could be detected in Mr. Suharto’s and, to a 
certain extent, in Prime Minister Mahathir's speeches. 


President Corazon Aquino created a stir with her 


failed to give any direction as to the Philippine intent on 
the matter. Earlier efforts by Philippine government 
officials to make the bases an Aseanwide issue, and thus 
seck regional endorsement for them, had been sharply 
criticized by nationalists as a means of dodging the 
constitutional provision indirectly scrapping the bases 
with its ban on nuclear weapons. 


Mrs. Aquino said in her speech on the opening day of the 
summit: 


“The Philippine factor is said to have contributed to the 
securing of the air space and sea lanes that are vital to the 
continued economic stability and growth of our neigh- 
bors in Southeast Asia, East Asia, and the Pacific. 


“This is part of the reality that we are going to address in 
our security discussions this afternoon. In sum, the 
situation that presents itself is as follows: 


“Once more the region is experiencing the convergence 
of an impressive and disturbing array of military power. 
Fortunately, that power has been held in check by the 
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approximate parity of the forces deployed, and, we hope, 
by the lessons of recent history about the folly of inter- 
vention and confrontation... 


“Not surprisingly, ASEAN has moved to push the pro- 
tagonists outside the region to make it difficult for them 
to settle their differences on our doorsteps and in our 
houses. This has led to the vision of a ZOPFAN and the 
call for a nuclear weapons-free zone in Southeast Asia. 


“The Philippines anticipates that the coming discussions 
on the issue of overall ASEAN peace and security 
situation in which it plays a most significant role, will 
enlighten its future decisions on the matter.” 


If, indeed, the Philippines looks to her ASEAN neighbors 


indefinitely. 


The Philippine government's continued stalling on the 
urgent issues are also bound to create some very real 
confusion in the future, for there appears to be no real 
effort to study the implications of scrapping the bases 
after the treaty expires, or to prepare for the possible 
economic dislocation by planning how the valuable base 
sites could be converted. 


The Philippines’ ambivalence and attempts at clouding 
the real hard issues with rhetorics contrast with the 
urgent calls made by Indonesia and Malaysia for speed- 
ing up the establishment of a nuclear weapons-free zone 
as a step to ending superpower rivalry in the region, and 
as a means for peace. 


Prime Minister Mahathir stressed the ASEAN should 
reject beiag transformed into a regional collective secu- 
rity arrangement or military alliance. Yet, by postponing 
definite political action on ZOPFAN, the ASEAN states 
have in effect prolonged years of lopsided military pres- 
ence in the region, in favor of the western bioc. 


Dr. Francisco Nemenzo, faculty regent of the University 
of the Philippines, observed cynically last Monday in the 
television talk show “Public Forum” that if the ASEAN 
states were really serious about ZOPFAN rhetoric, they 
could have pressured both the US and the USSR to pull 
out their bases from the area (mainly, Ciark and Subic in 
the Philippines and the Soviets’ bases in Danang and 
Cam Ranh Bay). 


Political science professor Jose David Lapuz from the 
University of Sto. Tomas, also a guest at the same taik 
show, szid the ASEAN states should have capitalized on 
the trend for peace being set in Washington, where 
Reagan and Gorbachev recently signed an agreement to 
remove their intermediate- and shorter-range nuclear 
missiles. { 


INTER-ASIAN 


Instead, by using the Kampuchean crisis and “other 
security implications” as an excuse to delay action, the 
ASEAN states are effectively delaying fulfillment of their 
final goal for neutrality and peace. 


The past 20 years have already shown very little results 
in the direction of setting up ZOPFAN and the nuclear 
weapons-free zone, according to Alex Magno, also a UP 
political science professor who spoke at “Public Forum”. 


If ASEAN seems to be thriving on contradictions by 
stressing anew a commitment to ZOPFAN and at the 
same time allowing themselves to fall prey to superpower 
propaganda, it must only be because most of them are by 
themselves victims of contradiction. 


Most of the ASEAN members are repressive states whose 
human rights records could casily be held up against 
them by the United States or even the frequent object of 
their criticism, Vietnam. 


Some cynics had bluntly called the summit a “gathering 
of dictators.” 


As for the Philippines, which perhaps suffers the most 
from contradictions, there seems to be little definite that 
can be attained by hosting the summit. If ever, the 
P30-million event has only further highlighted our awk- 
ward position in the region as the doormat of our former 
colonizer and our brother Malays. 


USSR Courtship of ASEAN Seen Failing 


42000172 Quezon City WE FORUM in English 
18-24 Dec 87 pp 2. 7. 10 


[Text] Soviet overtures to expand relations with the 
Philippines and other members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) are not likely to 
prosper in the near future. 


The campaign began in July 1986 after Soviet party chief 
Mikhail Gorbachev announced in Viadivostok that the 


political influence still being exerted by the US on the 
region. 
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Favorable Soviet offers of assistance and better trade 
terms have failed to evoke a warm response from both 
the public and private sectors in the Philippines and 
some ASEAN members. “Smiles and sweet talk are not 
enough to assure Asian and Pacific states about good 
Soviet intentions and offers of constructive economic 
cooperation,” says Mochtar Lubis, the noted Indonesian 
writer. Lubis thinks that it will be hard for the Soviet 
Union to enter Asia and the Pacific with a “clean image” 
because of its invasion of Afghanistan and involvement 
in the Kampuchean and Vietnam conflicts. 


The Soviets are aware of these difficulties. They know 
that changing the : of ASEAN countries 
which, like Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand 
and the Philippines, have experienced or are experienc- 
ing the effects of Communist insurgencies or subversion 
is a difficult task. 


Former Ambassador Narciso Reyes and Dr. Alex Bril- 
lantes think the Soviet courtship of the Philippines and 
other Asian nations is part of a long-range plan to 
prepare for US withdrawal from the region. “There's no 
harm in trying to cultivate good relations with a US ally 
(the Philippines) in the event that a falling out with the 
US may develop: the Soviets will be there to fill any 
vacuum that may open up.” says Brillantes in a paper 
published recently. 


In the case of the Philippines, which is fighting a growing 
Commuuist insurgency, Wilfredo Villacorta, vice-presi- 
dent of De La Salle University and member of the board 
of the Philippine Council for Foreign Relations, cites 
several impediments to expanded relations with the 
Soviet Union. 


Among these are the misconception among Filipinos 
that the Soviets are directly supporting the Communist 
New People’s Army, the Catholic Filipinos’ abhorrence 
of atheism, violence and dictatorship, and the st Us 
influence on the culture, politics and economy of the 
Philippines. 


The average Filipino who has been conditioned by long 
years of “special relations” still clings to the traditional 
“free-world” view of a global East-West division. Villa- 
corta says Filipinos think that “since Communism is 
evil, then so are the local Communists and Communist 
countries such as the Soviet Union, the People’s Repub- 
lic of China and Vietnam.” 


But he believes this perception of Communism as evil 
may be slowly eroding in the countryside where the 
insurgency is most active and the rural folk have had 
close contacts with the New People’s Army. 


This inherent suspicion of Filipinos toward the Soviets 
may have been responsible for the recent spate of spec- 
ulations about the presence of “white Soviet spies” in the 
countryside and the “mysterious landings by submarines 








ASEAN Militarization Analyzed, Criticized 


42000172 Quezon City WE FORUM in English 
18-24 Dec 87 p $ 


have shown little or no regard for human rights. 


(This lack of concern, the Council said is reflected in the 
absence in the ASEAN's “heavy on economics” summit 
agenda of any discussion on human rights. It also noted 
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the absence of a division of human nghts in the ASEAN 
secretariat. The Council argued that human rights is not 
a purely integral matter, but a universal question that 
transcends all borders. 


(Among those present at the Council's assembly in 
Manila was Indonesian lawyer Adnan Buyung Nasution. 
who defended General H.R. Dharsono, ASEAN’s first 
secretary-general, when he was sacked by President 


(Nasution, known as Indonesia's “Ka Pepe” Diokno, 
helped found the legal aid and human nghts movement 
in Indonesia and is alternate member of the Interna- 
tional Commission of Jurists. 


(He spoke with PNF's Sophie Bodegon on how the 
march towards economic progress has instead aided the 
deterioration of human nights observance in the region.) 


PNF: How would you characterize the state of human 
rights in the ASEAN” 


Nasution: All over Asia the observance of human rights 
has deteriorated. You see this in the empowering of the 
state in the ASEAN countries on one hand, and on the 
other, in the greater oppression of the people and in the 
weakening of democratic institutions. Last year for 
instance, hundreds were detained without due process. 
In Indonesia and Malaysia, three papers were banned 1 
each of these countries. Also in Indonesia, we now have 
a special law, the law of societal action that empowers 
the state to supervise all organizations. 


PNF: Last year the Asian Regional Council on Human 
Rights was clated by the People Power Revolution that 
swept Mrs. Corazon Aquino into power. Does the Coun- 
cil view the Philippines with the same sense of hope? 


But now, she appears to be under the influence of the 
military. And this is a trend in the ASEAN—militariza- 
tion. 


Nasution: He may be an enemy now, but later I will not 
be surprised if Honasan becomes a government leader. 


she will be in trouble. Now she has no base, except 
the peopic. But that is weak. She now has to rely on the 
military, because of this, she has tended to come under 
the influence of the military. 


Because of this, popular support will not cxrst for long. If 


| 
| 
: 


It «8 good if he withdraws from the military. If he stays, 


Nasution: This is false...it is a contradiction im terms. If 
you want to build social justice, you cannot start by 
crushing the nghts of people. You will lose the forces that 


Nasution: | fear that militarization mecreases because 
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Nasution: The intention to set up the ASEAN was 
good—to provide cultural and economic well-being to 
the people in the region. Bul more and more, ut ss 
becoming an instrument to create a political and milriary 
pact in the region. 


We are aware of these tendencies and fear that the 
meeting will be an cxachange of expenences and technol- 
ogy on how to oppress people in the name of the security 
of Asia. 


The ASEAN economic program has been a failure. | do 
not see any programs that worked in the cultural sphere 
enher. 


INTER-ASIAN 


There 1s this cagerness to catch up with South Korea, 
Tarwan and Japan. For thes the ASEAN has made peace 
and order a pre-condition for economi development, 
even if it means that they have to shut up people and 
destroy democratic institutions. 


lt will boomerang in the long run. Without these demo- 
cratic imstsi utions, there 1s no guarantee that these gov- 
ernments can manage the country. As democracy is 
eroded, corruption sets in and much of whatever weaith 
that is generated in cconomuic growth will go to certain 
groups—including the military 
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[Article by Denis Day: “Pilbara Iron Ore Redundancies 


4200016% Sydney TRIBUNE in English 18 Now 87 p 4 
Grow™] 
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. Uniformly, press commentary in Australia 
continues, quite wrongly, to see this is subsidy to the 


iS not, and Australia is not well served by 
Sts cele dis otk « Ger Glas, Ok Ania 


[Letter by James V. Parker, agricultural counselor, James V. Parker, Agricultural Counselor, American 
American Embassy, Canberra: “Hard Roubles for US § Embassy, Canberra. 
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Agriculture Attache Hits Press 

Against U.S.-USSR Wheat Sales 

4200020Sa North Richmond THE LAND in English 

17? Dec 87 p 8 

[Text) Sir: The issue of US wheat sales to the Soviets has 
Lane, has attempted several times to get the fac’s on the 
table regarding the US export subsidy program. 
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The unions campaign against the mmcrease in redundan- 
cres 1s based around the economic impact of unemploy- 
ment om the area. 


don’t become available to the Pilbara economy 


The unions are stressing this point to local business and 
community groups to port out that Chambers of Com- 
merce and Shire Councils have a vested interest in trying 
to marntain staffing levels in the rron ore companies. 


Moscow mission 


Meanwhile. a mission will travcl to Moscow this month. 
aimed at opening up new mark.ts for the WA iron ore 
undustry. WA Minerals and Enorgy Minister David 
Parker will travel to Moscow on November WO with Bob 
Hawke to discuss Pilbara iron ore wiles to the Sovict 
Umon. 


Pilbara iron ore sales to China have jumped from two 
millon tonnes in 1983 to 10 millon tonnes. These sales 
are mmcreasing by one millon tonnes a year. 


AUSTRALIA 


The mrssson hopes to persuade the Soviet Umon that a 
ss om ots financial mnterest to withdraw from pari of us 


Daily Hits French Evacuation of Rainbow Warrior 
Detainee 


4200018 1b Sydney THE AUSTRALIAN in English 
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[Ednonal “France's Bad Pacific Name™] 


[Text) The decision by the F:rach Government to repa- 
trate Alan Mafari to France from the French Polyne- 
san island of Hao will further damage France's already 
low prestige om the Pacific: Mafart was serving out a 
sentence on Hao for hes part in the July {965 bombing of 
the Greenpeuce flagship. the Rarnbow Warnor, in Auck- 
land Harbour 


Mafart had been convicted by a New Zealand Ca. for 
manslaughter for his part in the incident in which a 


actively throughout the Pacific. 


have served out the full terms of them sentences in New 
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Most of the Cer..ral West has experienced 2 g00d sus- 
tained run of harvesting weather, the best for several 
years, according to NSW Agriculture Department 
research agronomist at Condobolin, Neil Fettell. 


Storm rains which have brought 50mm of rain or more 
to large areas of the Monaro during November have 
relieved the drought situated there. 


District agronomist at Cooma, Stuart Burge, said most of 
the Bombala Pastures Protection board district was 
expected to come off the drought declaration listing next 
month. 
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Communist Weekly Views Uranium Exports to 
France 


42000169d Sydney TRIBUNE in English 25 Nov 87 p 7 


[Article by Stephen Long: “Greenpeace Challenges Ura- 
nium Export Push”; first paragraph in italics] 


[Text] “France has a large, steadily growing nuclear 
power industry and the demand for uranium is such that 
Australia, as a low-cost and reliable supplier, is in a 
position to obtain significant long-term contracts to 
supply uranium to France.” 


Gareth Evans, federal Minister for Resources and Ener- 
gy. August 19, 1984. 


Thus read the press statement announcing the Hawke 
Labor government's decision to lift the ban on uranium 
exports to France. France has steadfastly refused to sign 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty—normally a pre- 
condition for Australian export contracts—and the deci- 
sion caused a storm both within and without the party. 


When the crunch came, however, economic arguments 
won the day. Labor's right justified the historic reversal 
by pointing to Australia’s severe balance of payments 
problems. 


Now, the same argu’ nent is being used in a push to open 
more uranium mines, removing the last vestiges of a 
policy which once stood for a complete phasing out of 
uran.um mining. 


In September this year, the federal Minister for Primary 
Industries and Energy, John Kerin, reopened the debate 
on whether Australia should continue to limit the mining 
and export of uranium to three existing mines—Ranger, 
Narbelek and Roxby. 


The Narbelek mine is due to close next year, and 
supporters of uranium exports within cabinet are urging 
that it be replaced with at least one other mine—most 
probably Jabiluka which lies within the boundaries of 
Kakadu National Park. 











AUSTRALIA 


Kerin has argued that demand for uranium from the 
French nuclear power industry will expand during the 
next decade, and that Australia can lock to suppl;ing 
about 2§ 


of its market—worth up to $200 million dollars a yeaz at 
current terms—throughout the 1990s. 


Last week, however, Greenpeace released a detailed 
report which challenges these assumptions. 


Despite the government's optimistic projections, the 
chances of expanding uranium exports to France are 
slim. Greenpeace’s research shows that, far from being a 
“steadily growing” industry which will expand during 
the 1990s, the French nuclear power industry has ended 
a period of growth and is facing a major decline. 
Already, the industry has built reactors to the point 
where electricity supply exceeds demand. Through heavy 
investment and over-capacity, it had accrued a debt of 
220 billion French francs by 1986, and could not survive 
without a heavy government subsidy. 


Over-built 


Official French records show that no new piants will 
come on line after 1997. The French government has 
also admitted that the country’s electricity authority 
would have “two too many” nuclear plants by 1990, and 
would be “a little overbuilt in nuclear by 1987, maybe 
1986.” 


“With these trends,” Greenpeace argues, “France's 
nuclear capacity is more likely to be declining than 
expanding by the year 2000 .. To assume that French 
uranium demand ... will be coming from a steadily 
expanding industry is almost certainly a mistake—and a 
costly one.” 


Greenpeace also contends that Canada’s market domi- 
nance—and the strong upsurge of US protectionists— 
will undermine Australia’s uranium export prospects. 


There is no moral or social justification for uranium 
exports. Greenpeace research shows that—despite the 
government's claims—there also exists no economic 
justification for Australia to expand its uranium indus- 
try. 


08309 
ALP Left To Fight for Industry Boost 


42000180e Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING 
HERALD in English 16 Dec 87 p 1 


[Article by Glenn Milne] 


[Text] Canberra—The ALP Left will mount a campaign 
urging the Government to use the Budget surplus for 
incentives to boost industry, rather than pursuing the 
“obsessive” goal of further spending costs. 
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The Left plans to launch the campaign in the run-up to 
the May mini-Budget. 


Faction leaders believe tuat the projected surplus of 
$580 million, announced by Mr Keating last week, 
should be used to develop incentives for import replace- 
ment and value-added export industries as part of a 
structural response to the nation’s balance of payments 
problems. 


The Left's response to the May mini-Budget was dis- 
cussed at a meeting of MPs in Canberra on Thursday. 
The faction reaffirmed its opposition to any further big 
cuts in the welfare area, and planned another meeting to 
consider strategies in February. 


Mr Peter Baldwin, the left-wing MP and chairman of the 
Caucus Industry Committee, said yesterday that any 
move towards further across-the-board expenditure cuts 
in May would be “perverse” given the Budget surplus. 


“In the light of the stock market crash there is great 
uncertainty about where the economy is going, and 
already there are indications of a weakening of the 
labour market,” Mr Baldwin said. 


“To further screw down on fiscal policy in these circum- 
stances would be pervers.. To the extent that expendt- 
ture cuts impinge on outlays that have benefits for 
industry development and growth, they are also per- 
verse. 


“Further fiscal restraint could well be counterproductive 
in solving our basic structural problems.” 


Mr Baldwin's comments came as balance of payment 
figures for November, released yesterday, showed a 
continued improvement in trading performance. There 
was an underlying downward trend in the current 
account deficit, falling from the revised $1.196 billion 
figure in October to $767 million. 


But the figures showed a continuing absence of strong 
export growth. 


The Left's approach to the May mini-Budget opens a 
second front in its conflict with the Prime Minister over 
the question of privatisation, and is linked to that issue. 


The Left believes that the use of the Budget surplus for 
industry assistance and incentives should be channelled 


through the Australian Industry Development Corpora- 
tion. 


But the Minister for Industry, Senator Button, supports 
a move to raise $40 million-$50 million in new capital by 
selling 30 per cent of the corporation. This is despite a 
Caucus decision to include the corporation on a list of 
Government authorities subject to reports by ministers 
detailing how they can be kept in public ownership. 


AUSTRALIA 


The corporation invests in commercial ventures, often 
when they have difficulty obtaining funds elsewhere, and 
as a means of retaining an Australian stake. 


Tne Left sees the virtual privatisation of the corporation 
as an example of tight fiscal policy completely dominat- 
ing the option of industry restructuring. 


The corporation chairman, Sir Gordon Jackson, 
revealed yesterday that 25 Australian companies may be 
forced to abandon new investment plans because !t is too 
short of cash to help them. 


The companies sought assistance from the corporation 
after they failed to get extra funds from normal sources 
in the wake of the stock market crash. 


The issue of using the Budget surplus to assist industry 
was raised at Thursday's meeting of the Left in the 
context of Senator Button’s plans for the corporation. 


A joint meeting of the Caucus committees on industry 
and on the sale of assets rejected arguments put by 
Senator Button, and passed a motion proposed by Mr 
Baldwin supporting the need for increased equity for the 
corporation, expressing a strong preierence for this to be 
provided through the Budget, and saying that the Caucus 
should become involved in trying to obtain the money. 
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Report Hits Defense Readiness, Management 


42000181¢ Sydney THE AUSTRALIAN in English 
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[Article by Peter Young: “When Soldiers and Civilians 
Don't Mix”] 


[Text] Just more than three years ago, the Joint Parlia- 
mentary Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence—or 
the Cross Committee as it is known—blew the whistle on 
the appalling state of our defences. 


In a damning indictment c’ the Hawke and previous 
governments, the report found our defence force struc- 
ture and capability “inadequate in terms of its short- 
term deployment capacity and combat sustainability, its 
expansion potential and its operational command struc- 
ture”. 


Australia’s armed forces, the report said, “were essen- 
tially reactive”—unable to meet “even a lor-v-level threat 
in a timely and effective manner”. Any prospective 
enemy, it warned, was “likely to see Australia’s-forces- 
in-being as thinly spread and generally ill prepared”. 


The tragedy of it all is that, despite the great hopes raised 
in the Dibb review and the Defence White Paper, little 
has changed. 
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The findings of the report, which were based on some of 
the most responsible and expert advice in the country, 
received overwhelming support from the majority of the 
defence community. But, after an eight-month silence, 
the report eventually was condemned by the Govern- 
ment as simplistic and inaccurate in a rebuttal which 
remains a classic of bureaucratic obfuscation and dou- 
blespeak. 


Last week in Canberra, the same committee came up 
with a second report. This time, the subject was the 
management of Australia’s defences and, again, the 
committee succeeded in spelling out what most people 
thought. Its central recommendation was that it was the 
soldiers, not the civilians, who should have charge of 
defence. 


It called for a greater ministerial and parliamentary say 
in the formulation of defence policy and an end to the 
domination of defence and the ponderous defence com- 
mittee system by the bureaucracy which, it said, had led 
to “conflict, tensions and an inadequate involvement of 
the military”. 


The report said the system of “dual” decision making, 
where authority was shared between the military and 
civilians, was “badly out of balance in key policy areas”. 
It charged that the powers of the civilian Secretary of 
Defence had been increased at the expense of the mili- 
tary commander, the Chief of Defence Force (CDF). 


Rather than bringing together the public servants and 
soldiers, the existing organisation meant that much of 
the making of defence policy proceeded more by “a 
process of confrontation and bargaining than mutual 
cooperation”. 


In tabling the report in Parliament last Monday, Mr 
Manfred Cross, the chairman of the defence sub-com- 
mittee that framed it, said that, as a matter of principle, 
“the person who is to be responsible to the (Jovernment 
for the defence of Australia in times of emergency or 
war...should have the major say in how the defence force 
and its supporting framework is developed and man- 


The next day, Senator David McGibbon, the committee 
co-chairman, went further with the blunt statement that 
“the present system simply would not work in time of 
war”. 


Instead, the report recommended that the whole of the 
defence planning organisation under control of the Sec- 
retary of Defence be transferred to the CDF along with 
direct command of the three individual services and a 


greater role in the management and development of the 
department's civilian staff. 
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It also called for the recently introduced Joint Force 
System to be strengthened and for the setting up of a new 
Organisation based on two functional commands—a 
Ready Reaction Command and Home Defence Com- 
mand. 


Under these proposals, the CDF would assume respon- 
sibility for all operational matters while the Secretary of 
Defence would be relegated to providing the necessary 
administrative support. 


lt would be difficult to find anyone within the services 
who would disagree with these common sense recom- 
mendations. The only area of contention might be in the 
need for a committee along the lines of the American 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee as a counter to a 
one-man role of the CDF that, under a weak incumbent, 
effectively could make the Minister a de facto com- 
mander in chief. 


There is little chance of any of it ever being adopted, 
however, at least not under the present Government. In 
a personal letter to Mr Cross dated November 3, Defence 
Minister Kim Beazley made it very clear that he was 
happy with things as they were. 


The division of studies, he said, remained the preroga- 
tive of the Government and should depend on what the 
Minister of the day considered “necessary, sensible and 
workable”. The existing directives, said the letter, 
reflected his views on how he wanted the functions of the 
CDF and Secretary of Defence to work. “If I had not 
been satisfied with them, I would not have issued them.” 


The disagreements over policy direction in the past that 
led to the appointment of an outsider in the form of Mr 
Paul Dibb to undertake the review of Australia’s defence 
capabilities “free of day-to-day pressures or organisatio- 
nal constraints” have been resolved, it seems, “and are 
firmly agreed by the new office holders in the position of 
CDF and Secretary”. 


Despite this new-found amity, Mr Beazley admitted that 
“if Australia were preparing for military hostilities, the 
present directives would probably be amended”. 


He admitted there might be a need for further amend- 
ments if anyone mounted a threat against Australia when 
“the roles of the CDF and Secretary would need redefi- 
nition to recognise the wider responsibilities that would 
be placed on the Commander of the Defence Force in 
managing and deploying military forces for operations”. 


Of course, none of this was designed for public consump- 
tion, with the letier marked “personal” and “not author- 
ised for publication”. It's easy to see why, since it was a 
virtual endorsement of Senator McGibbon's warning 
that the present senior defence organisation was neither 
organised nor prepared for war. 
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In the meantime, there 1s a deafening silence from both 
the Department of Defence and the Minister's office. 
Neither will make any statement ‘“‘unti! the report has 
been considered in full” after which they will probably 
condemn it as simplistic and inaccurate. 


It was the first Cross report, however, that alerted the 
public to the full extent of our defence unpreparedness 
and which was the mainspring for many of the reforms 
that have since been made. 


It 1s to be hoped that someone like the CDF speaks out in 
support of the similar home truths laid out in the {atest 
one before it is all glossed over by more bureaucratic 
doublespeak and the opportunity for change lost forever. 
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Right Fears Halfpenny Takeover of ACTU 
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[Article by Paul Molloy] 


[Text] Right-wing unions fear the secretary-elect of the 
Victorian Trades Hall Council (VTHC), Mr John Haif- 
penny, is now in the box seat to succeed Mr Simon Crean 
as ACTU president after his landslide victory last week. 


The unions told THE AUSTRALIAN that Mr Half- 
penny would be a prime candidate for the leadership of 
the ACTU in 1991 if Mr Crean sought to enter federal 
parliament as expected. 


Mr Halfpenny stunned observers last Thursday with a 
landslide 277 to 211 victory over the Right in a ballot for 
the leadership of the ACTU's second largest State 
branch. 


The Right fears that if Mr Halfpenny makes good his 
commitments to revitalise the moribund VTHC, he will 
have further bolstered his position when seeking re- 
election in March 1991. 


His re-election would then put him in a strong position 
to challenge for the ACTU presidency during September 
of the same year, depending on Mr Crean's decision 
about a political career. 


The Right already fears that Mr Halfpenny as VTHC 
secretary will be capable of “developing and recasting 
ACTU policy” because of expecied support from the 
Left-oriented State peak councils in Western Australia, 
South Australia and Queensland. 


“With their support and that of four or five major 
left-wing unions he will be more than capable of making 
an impact on policy,” one source said. 


AUSTRALIA 


The unions spoke out yesterday ai the same time as Mr 
Halfpenny criticised the acting secretary of the NSW 
Labor Council, Mr Michael Easson, and a report in THE 
WEEKEND AUSTRALIAN. 


Mr Halfpenny said the report that he intended to “kill” 
the Government's wages plan was “a product of the 
demented minds of people who run Murdoch newspa- 
pers”. 


He also challenged Mr Easson’s comments that his 
election was “a disaster for moderate unionists” by 
saying: “Michael has always been a bit slow but given 
enough time he will appreciate my election will be good 
for the union movement in Victoria generally. 


“I don't regard his comments as being very authorita- 
tive.” 


Right-wing unions are furious at the ascendancy »f Mr 
Halfpenny and apportion the blame for their shock loss 
to a number of moderate unions, which “ratted™ on 
pledges to support the right-wing candidate, Mr Jini 
Young. 


The failure of some union delegates to observe their own 
union executive endorsements and “naive” decisions by 
some moderate unions, and one right-wing union, the 
Australian Textile Workers Union (ATWU), were also 
considered to be factors in Mr Halfpenny’s win. 


There is also bitter feeling about the roles played by the 
former secretary, Mr Peter Marsh, and the Victorian 
Minister for Labor, Mr Crabb, in Mr Halfpenny’s elec- 
tion. 


Mr Marsh gave no forewarning of his decision last 
month to take up a $70,000-a-year appointment with the 
Victorian State Industrial Relations Commission, which 
followed only one week after his wife, Mrs Jan Marsh, 
had been appointed to a $90,000-a-vear position with 
the Arbitration Commission. 


The Right believes that its candidate, Mr Young, who is 
also a VTHC vice-president, suffered an electoral back- 
lash because he was seen to be linked with Mr Marsh. 


They also believe Mr Crabb’s decision to appoint Mr 
Marsh was ill-considered and had ended at least 60 years 
of moderate and right-wing control of the council almost 
overnight. 


The ATWU was the only true right-wing union, identi- 
fied by its faction, as having committed its eight votes to 
Mr Halfpenny on the basis of his campaign against 
reductions in tariff protection. The decision was branded 
“naive and childlike” by right-wing sources. 
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Among the moderate unions accused of “ratting™ were 
the Hospital Administrative Officers Association of Vic- 
toria, 4 votes, the Kindergarten Teachers Association of 
Victoria, 4 votes, the Australian Insurance Employees 
Union, 5 votes, the AMP Staff Association, 3 votes, and 
the Victorian Allied Health Professionals Association, 4 
votes. 


The Right also believes that “pressures from outside and 
above” led to the Victorian branch of the Waterside 
Workers Federation swapping its 4 votes to Mr Half- 
penny shortly before the ballot, which also swung about 
another 6 votes Mr Young expected from some small 
maritime unions 


Mr Halfpenny’s initial task when assuming office next 
February will be to contend with the right-wing and 
moderate majorities on the council's staff of about 30 
and their 12 to nine majority on the executive. 
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Editorial Warns nst Farm Link to 


Antienvironmen 


42000169b North Richmond THE LAND in English 26 
Nov 87 p8 
[Editorial: “Heritage Risks”] 

[Text] Farmers should treat warily the suggestion by 
National Farmers Federation president, lan McLachlan, 


that Farm Fighting Fund monies be used to foster public 
awareness about world heritage listings. 


In signing their names to any broad antienvironmental- 
ist campaign such as this, farmers could set back farmer- 
environmentalist relations by decades, antagonise gov- 
ernments at both State and federal levels, and reinforce 
the popular fallacy that farmers are land rapists—all for 
no discernible benefit. 


Most of the heritage listing debates concriu forest coun- 
try and, as such, are more the preserve of the timber 
industry. 
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Editorial Warns Improved Balance Misleading 
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[Editorial: “Trade Figures Mask an Emerging Crisis”] 


[Text] The apparent improvement in the balance of 
payments last month masks the fact of a country that is 
disregarding the warning of the global sharemarket 
crash. So far foreign investors have reacted to the crisis 
more responsibly than the Australian community. 
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The $767 million current account deficit was a seasonal 
improvement only. There was a surge in imports that 
had little to do with higher prices wrought by a J-curve. 
Business investment is sluggish, so the additional spend- 
ing was no more than a consumer binge. 


While it might be comforting to know the sharemarket 
crash has not unduly fnghtened consumers, it is alarm- 
ing that foreign investment has disappeared altogether. 
The whole current account deficit was financed by the 
Reserve Bank and government borrowings. 


It is unsustainable for Australians to be spending more 


on imported consumer goods financed by government 
borrowings and a rundown of foreign exchange reserves. 


Nothing could be more calculated to keep business 
investors away than more sales of foreign exchange, 
which would result in a lower dollar and even more 
borrowings. 


Further, the 2 per cent rise in exports was entirely 
seasonal, and then mainly due to the efforts of farmers. 
Exports are only just holding up because of the rise in 
commodity prices, which is by no means assured to 
continue next year. There is no net private capital inflow 
at all, and no sign that Australian industry will be able to 
meet some of the demand for irnports. 


Although there has been no shortage of federal govern- 
ment rhetoric about the need to promote business invest- 
ment in industries that can produce goods for export 
markets or replace imports, too little has been done. 


Investment has not been forthcoming, partly because of 
the uncertain international outlook. But there have been 
home-grown reasons as well, including labour costs that 
are rising faster than those of our competitors, relatively 
high interest rates and unreasonable business taxes. 


To its credit, the Federal Government has decided to 
bring down a mini-Budget that will boost business con- 
fidence. But it has postponed the measures until May, by 
which time the balance of payments, on present trends, 
will have reached a crisis point. 


The Government must also step up Treasury's review of 
business taxation with the aim of reducing the overall 
burden to the level enjoyed by our main competitors. 


Because the sharemarket crash has apparently done such 
little damage locally, its warning has been muted. But it 
has already lured away foreign investment at a time 
when Australia has never been more dependent on it. 
The longer the Government's response is delayed, the 
worse our problems will become. 
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Aborigine Church Group Links Nuclear-Ethnic 
Issues 


42000 169e Sydney TRIBUNE in English 25 Nov 87 p 9 


[Lyndell Fairleigh spoke to Rev. Charles Harris, presi- 
dent of the congress, about the marc and the congress’ 
approach to next year, first two paragraphs in italics] 


[Text] Aboriginal people are already putting into action 
Strategies to counter the upcoming bicentennial bash. 
The March across Australia for Freedom, Justice and 
Hope was launched in July this year by the Aboriginal 
and Islander Christian Congress of the Uniting Church 
of Australia. 


The congress is encouraging non-Aboriginal as well as 
Aboriginal people who feel the system is unjust and 
working against those on the lower rungs of the social 
ladder to participate. The march will end in Sydney next 
January—in time for a week of activities and protest at 
the celebration of British invasion. 


The Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress 
is a member of a national coalition of Aboriginal and 
Islander organisations which met in June this year to 
devise strategies for 1988. The meeting adopted the 
theme “We Have Survived.” And that is a fundamental 
theme behind the march as well, Harris said. 


Aboriginal people have survived the paternalistic 
approach of government, church and state. Marching is 
part of the long and continuing struggle to free them- 
selves of that paternalism. They are also marching for the 
justice which, Harris said, is related to “a whole lot of 
other issues. Last year, for example, was the Interna- 
tional Year of Peace, but you can't have peace without 
justice. It's like putting the cart before the horse.” 


Lastly, they are marching for hope, “for our children and 
the generations to come.” 


It's a positive statement, Harris continued. The march is 
intended to draw attention to the dispossession Aborig- 
inal people suffer: “we are refugees and migrants in our 
own country.” 


Secondly, the march is one way of putting international 
pressure on both the federal and state governments. 
They have been “hypocritical in their dealings with 
Aboriginal affairs and brought shame on themselves,” 
Harris said. 


Governments typically take the attitude that “because 
we fund you then you have to do it our way,” Harris said. 
Often, however, government prescriptions have been at 
odds with Aboriginal lifestyles. 


Foisting the white bureaucracy on Aboriginal people has 
been one reason why there are no major positive signs of 
development for the Aboriginal people today,’ he said. 


AUSTRALIA 


“Imposing a western system has been an injustice in 
itself,” he continued, “Aboriginal people need the free 
will to choose for themselves or they are little more than 
robots or puppets.” 


International speakers will be adding their weight to the 
pressure on Australian governments. As world figures, 
they will be bringing the international media with them, 
Harris said. 


Thirdly, it’s hoped the march will bring “Aboriginal 
people together in solidarity across the board. We make 
up less than | percent of the population so it’s imperative 
we come together and make a unified stance,” Harris 
said. 


“Governments have used the divide and conquer policy. 
I see division in every town I visit and throughout the 
country. The march is at the beginning of a ten year 
program to develop solidarity.” 


National body 


Initiated by the congress, the march enjoys the full 
support of the Aboriginal coalition, Harris said. Made up 
of the National Federation of Land Councils and the 
major Aboriginal organisations, including the congress 
itself, the coalition would like to take on 2 role similar to 
the one the now defunct National Aboriginal Conference 
(NAC) played, Harris said. (The NAC was disbanded by 
the Hawke government a few years ago.) 


The Aboriginal community needs a national body set up 
by Aboriginal organisations themselves, Harris said. 


From that meeting in July came an emphasis on educat- 
ing white Australia about what has happened to the 
Aboriginal people over the last two hundred years. 


“You can't have a present or a future without a past,” 
Harris said. “Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people need 
to examine the past together, to highlight the injustices 
not only to ourselves but to the rest of the worid.” 


“All reconciliation involves two parties, whether it be 
friends, husband and wife, or clans. For a true and 
lasting reconciliation, however, we need to look at the 
past truthfully. Otherwise, the foundation is insecure.” 


Harris is concerned, however, that the jingoism sur- 
rounding the Bicentennial is whipping up racist fervor 
which may well erupt into violence. He stresses that any 
violence that does occur will “come from the other side, 
not from the Aboriginal people. Perhaps it comes from a 
guilt complex, from wanting to cover up history and 
pretend that race relations are 100 percent ,” he said. 
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Compact too late 


Harris does become cynical at the mention of Hawke's 
proposed compact. “I've lost faith in all politicians. 
When all the chips are down, they're in it for them- 
selves,” he said. When Hawke first mentioned the com- 
pact Harris wrote to him saying it was two hundred years 
too late. 


It's a disgrace to offer it so lete compared to the treaties 
offered to other indigenous peoples in Aotearoa, 
Vanuatu and Papua New Guinea.“ 


Any treaty worked on however, must include Land 
Rights, self-determination, sovereignty and some com- 
pensation, Harris commented. “Otherwise it’s not worth 
the paper it's written on.” 


and 
should be included. Then ti? congress will make its 
statement. 


The coalition is really the i... . 
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Aid in Health Services From China 
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[Text] China has promised to send 10 doctors to Fiji in 
February and four more later, the Ministry of Health 
said yesterday. 


“More importantly, the Chinese doctors are coming fully 
prepared to work with existing facilities and local con- 
ditions with local rates of renumeration.” a Ministry of 


Health spokesman said. 


China has sent an advance party of two to assess existing 
conditions and identify needs. 


On their return they will fully brief the doctors on how 
they should fit int<: the Fiji medical system. 


The Minister for Health, Dr Apenisa Kurisagila, met the 
team on Friday. 


They are Professor Ding (vice-president of the Chinese 
Academy of Medical Services and Professor of Neurol- 
ogy at the University of Beijing) and Dr Lin Yuende 
(deputy director of the Zhejiang Medical University). 


Discussions centred on the recruitment of doctors from 
China. 


Professor Ding said that while China was also short of 
doctors “a friend in need is a friend indeed,” the 
spokesman said. 


“Professor Ding and Dr Lin are visiting Ministry of 
Health institutions in Vanua Levu and Viti Levu where 
their doctors will be deployed. 


“They will also visit the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 
Public Service Commission. the Fiji Nursing School and 
the Fiji School of Medicine. 


“Some of the Chinese doctors will teach at these schools 
as part of their assignments,” the spokesman said. 


Professor Ding assured Dr Kurisagila that the 10 doctors 
would do their best to help alleviate problems in Fiji's 
health services. 


Seven of the 10 doctors are associate professors of 
medicine (consultants) and the other three are registrars 
(medical officers). 


The minister expressed gratitude for the gesture shown 
by the government and people of China for t':eir willing- 
ness to help Fiji at a time when the Minisiry of Health 
was faced with a great shortage of doctors. 


FIJI 17 


“The recruitment of Chinese doctors is historical. It is 
the first time that Chinese doctors will be recruited into 
the Fiji medical profession,” the minister said. 


The minister assured his assistance in facilitating the 
recruitment and also guaranteed the safety and comfort 
of the doctors during their stay in Fiji. 


The Principal Assistant Secretary for Health, Mr Poasa 
Ravea, said yesterday that indications from the talks 
were that China would send more doctors, depending on 
the success of the first group. 


Mr Ravea said more doctors were expected from the 
Philippines which sent to Fiji five doctors on October 19 
and another five on November 19. 
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Japan's Aid Expected To Continue 
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[Text] Japan will normalise its economic aid and tech- 
nical assistance programme to Fiji following its formal 
recognition of the new Government headed by Ratu Sir 


Kamisese Mara. 
It exchanged diplomatic notes with the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs in Suva on Friday, according to the 


acting Japanese Ambassador in Suva, Mr Noboru Har». 


Mr Hara told The Fiji Times yesterday that they replied 
to a note sent by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs with a 
note acknowledging it. 

He said this meant Japan had extended normal govern- 
ment-to-government relations with Fiji. 


He said he expected economic aid and technical assis- 
tance given to Fiji to normalise, although no specific 
instructions had been received from Tokyo by yesterday. 


All aid except assistance for on-going projects were 
suspended by Japan after the first military coup. 


Mr Hara said he expected aid to be resumed because his 
country now recognised the new civilian government. 


“As you know we had extended full aid and technical 
assistance before the military coup. 


“I expect that the government of Japan will continue its 
economic aid and technical assistance programme as it 
was before the coups,” he said. 


Mr Hara did not have any estimates for his country’s aid 
programme for Fiji. 
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Its aid programme is finalised towards the end of the 
country’s fiscal year which will be March 31 next year. 
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Medical Aid From Australia 
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[Text] The Government is yet to respond to an Austra- 
lian aid programme which includes full payment of four 
doctors and amounts to about $900,000 a year. 


The programme, which has been revised to include full 
payment of the doctors, was first proposed to the mili- 
tary government and has been renewed with the present 
administration. 


A spokesman for the Australian High Commission said 
yesterday they were still iting reply from the new 
administration on whether the had been accepted. 


The proposal also includes $200,000 worth of drugs and 
allocates $300,000 for repair and maintenance of medi- 
cal equipment and support in the bio-technological field. 


Fiji 1s now facing difficulty maintaining adequate sup- 
plies of drugs, and although the situation is not critical, 
consumers and chemists are finding it difficult to get 
supplies. 


No comments were available yesterday from the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs, the Public Service Commission 
or the Ministry of Health on the Government's reaction 
to the proposal. 


The Australian offer proposes to fund the programme 
through a Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) that 
is acceptable to both Fiji and Australia. 


Discussions between the Australian High Commission 


and Foreign Affairs Department first began after Austra- 
lia withdrew aid after the second coup. 


The idea of maintaining medical aid through NGO was 
proposed on humanitarian grounds. 


The Fiji Times reported last month that the Public 
Service Commission and the Ministry of Health were not 
happy to accept aid through an NGO. 


On Friday, the secretary of the PSC, Mr Poseci Bune, 
maintained he was not told of any discussions between 
Foreign Affairs and the Australian High Commission. 


The PSC has terminated appointments of Australian- 
aided doctors in Fiji because it could not afford to pay 
them. The termination is effective from January 19. 


FIJI 
Australia ts now proposing to pay in full the salaries of 
four doctors to work in Fiji. 
The president of the Fiji Pharmaceutical Association, 
Mr Pushp Chand, said yesterday financial constraints 
and a total trade ban imposed by India on imports to Fiji 
had significantly reduced the quantity of drugs being 
brought into the country. 


“On the whole we (pharmacists) are not importing as 
much as we would like to import,” he said. 


He said about 85 per cent of their suppliers were now 
demanding advance payment. 


Banks were also tightening on credit facilities and as a 
result importers of drugs were forced to limit their 


coups because of the strength of 


ing to the association's secretary, Mr Bachu Bhai. 


“The situation now is that for consumers, drugs are not 
as easily available as they used to be,” Mr Chand said. 


“But whether it will lead to an acute shortage, we don’t 
know,” he said. 
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Aid From France Reported 
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[Article by Mesake Koroi] 


[Text] The French government has given Fiji $14 mil- 
lion, the first aid package to be received after the country 
was declared a republic on October 7. 


The French deal came after the Prime Minister, Ratu Sir 
Kamisese Mara, met with French officials in Suva three 
hours after he was sworn into office last Thursday. 
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Half of the moncy is a cash grant, while the rest is a 
“soft” loan. 


While details of the deal are secret. The Fiji Times 
believes that most of that moncy will be spent on capital 
works to provide employment. 


Both the Government and the French embassy in Suva 


France's Minister for Pacific Affairs, Mr Gaston Flosse, 
officially visited Fiji after the first coup to present the 
Legion of Honour to a Fiji soldier. 


He also had discussions with Government officials. 


He returned to the country again after the September 
coup and met with officials of the Foreign Affairs 
Department and the military in Nadi for two hours 
before flying off again. 


Government sources said yesterday that the French were 
likely to give more money. 


Discussions were continuing with other countries for 
aid. 


Fiji's major aid donors—Britain, Australia, New Zea- 
land, the United States and the Commonwealth sus- 
pended aid after the military coup on May 14. 


The new Cabinet will meet on Thursday to consider next 
year's budget. 


Government spending will be slashed by 30 per cent 
because of reduced revenue. 


These cuts will seriously affect employment. 


In the Ministry of Works about 2000 Public Works 
Department employees are likely to lose their jobs next 
year. 


But the Minister for Works and Transport, Mr Apisai 


Tora, said yesterday that he was doing everything possi- 
ble to save the jobs. 


“We are doing our best to see that redundancies are 
reduced to a minimum,” he said. 


Mr Tora will be meeting the secretary of the Public 
Employees Union later today to consider what action to 
take. 


“We will be giving everybody a chance. We have a plan 
of action to take but it will not be made public until it's 
necessary,” Mr Tora said. 


Meanwhile, Japan has recognised the new Government. 


FIJI 


This was announced by the Japanese Foreign Ministry in 
Tokyo at the weekend. 
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Reactions to Leadership Appointments 
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[Text] Australia, New Zealand and other countries 
reacted with cautious optimism yesterday, while most 
local reaction to the appointments of President and 
Prime Minister was positive. 


New Zealand's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Russell 
Marshall, said Fiji's return to civilian rule was “a very 
substantial step toward an acceptable and democratic 
Fiji government.” 


Mr Marshall said he welcomed the news that Ratu Sir 
Penaia Ganilau had become President of Fiji. 


Speaking from Port Moresby, Mr Marshall said the 

change in government made it rather more likely that 

ee 
Fiji. 


But that would depend on the acceptability of the 
constitution, and on indications of a return to a popu- 
larly-elected government in Fiyi. 


Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara has been appointed Prime 
Minister. 


“If you have a constitution which is more hardline and 
which is more expressly tilted against the non-Fijian 
communities, then we'd all have to look at that pretty 
carefully,” Mr Marshall said. 


The Australian government yesterday expressed nope 
that the appointments would lead to the formation of a 


truly civilian government. 


Acting Foreign Minister Michael Duffy said Australia 
looked forward to the early release of details of a new 


constitution 


Mr Duffy said he hoped the latest developments would 
contribute to a speedy return of democratic parliamen- 
tary government as a solution to the country’s political 
and economic problems. 

Most diplomatic missions and organisations in Fiji 
adopted a wait-and-see attitude to the transfer of power 
to the civilian government. 


A spokesman for the Chinese Ambassador, Mr Xu Ning 
Yuan, said Ratu Sir Penaia and Ratu Sir Kamisese were 
both “old friends of China.” 
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“We respect them very much.” the spokesman said. 


“We believe these appointments would contribute to 
normalcy.” 


The president of the Fiyi Hotels Association, Mr Michael 
Dennis, said they were encouraged by the developments 
at the weekend. 


“This will gain international confidence and that is a 
major step towards economic recovery.” 


The British High Commissioner to Fiji, Mr Roger Bal- 
trop, said they expected some comment from London 
soon. 


“At the moment we have to sit and wait.” Mr Baltrop 
said. 


A spokeswoman for the American Embassy said they 
would wait and see. 


Nadi Town Council has sent congratulatory messages to 
Ratu Sir Penaia and Ratu Sir Kamusese Mara. 


The messages said the councillors, council employees 
and people of Nadi were grateful they had accepted the 
leadership roles during the current difficult times. 


Several citizens and organisations in the Northern Divi- 
sion yesterday came out in support of the new leadership 
of the Republic of Fiji. 


The director of the Sugar Cane Growers Council in the 
Labasa district, Mr Raman Singh, said a stable govern- 
ment was what everyone had been looking forward to. 


“This is a step in the right direction,” said Mr Singh. 
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Editorial on Support for Government 
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{Editorial: “Support for the Government™} 


[Text] Judging from the groundswell of goodwill and 
support for the new civilian government headed by Ratu 
Sir Kamisese Mara, the people of Fiji have trust and 
faith in his leadership and that of the new president, 
Ratu Sir Penaia Ganilau. After months of strife and 
uncertainty, they feel relieved that the country is in the 
hands of tried and tested leadership. They have high 
expectations. In the face of such popular support for the 
new government, it is disturbing that the Taukei Move- 
ment has expressed dissatisfaction and is talking about 
yet another campaign. The Taukei Movement's three 
basic demands were a new constitution guarantecing 
Fijian supremacy, the continuation of Fijian chiefly 
leadership and the protection of Fijian culture and 
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Prime Minister Announces Cabinet Members 
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[Article by Mesake Koroi] 


[Text] The Prime Minister, Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, last 
night announced a 21-member Cabinet, including him- 
self. 


Ten of them were in the military government led by 
Brigadier Sitiveni Rabuka. 


Ratu Sir Kamisese has taken over Foreign Affairs as well 
and will also be responsible for the Civil Service. 


Army Commander Brigadier Sitiveni Rabuka is the 
Minister for Home Affairs, National Youth Service and 
Auxiliary Army Services. 


An interesting feature of the Cabinet line-up is the 
inclusion of three army colonels apart from Brigadier 
Rabuka. 


The three are Col. Vatiliai Navunisaravi, who is Minister 
for Fijian Affairs, Col. laisa Kacisolomone, who retains 
the Ministry of Youth and Sport from the dissolved 
military government and Lt. Col. Apolosi Biuvakalo- 
loma who is Minister of Rural Development and Rural 
Housing. 


Their appointments are believed to be in accordance 
with a set of conditions prepared by the army to be 
agreed upon by Ratu Sir Penaia Ganilau and Ratu Sir 
Kamusese Mara during their talks with Brigadier Rabuka 
before he relinquished power last Saturday. 
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According to yesterday's Fiys Post. one of the conditions 
was that at icast two army officers in addition to the 
commander should be in the intermm administration. 


The cight-point set of conditions forwarded to the two 
chiefs were: 


No member of the NFP/Labour Coalition 1s to be in the 
new Cabinet. 


The draft constitution prepared by the military be 
accepted and any amendments to go through the forces’ 
advisers. 


Two army officers to be included in any constitutional 
review commitice now and any committee formed for 
this purpose in the future. 


Al least two other officers exclusive of the commander to 
be part of the interim government. 


No non-Fijian who was a former member of the colonial 
admunisiration 1s to be engaged in any advisory Capacity. 


There should be regular meetings between the President. 
the Prime Minister and the commander and semor army 
officers, at least once a month. 


Operation Yavato, an anti-corruption investigation is 
continued and, 


The Public Service Commission portfolio is to be 
included in the Ministry of Home Affairs. 


It appears that compromise was reached on the condi- 
tions, since Public Service falls within the Prime Minis- 
ter’s portfolio and not the Home Minister's. 


No official comment could be obtained regarding those 
conditions set by the military. 


Apart from the military appointments, Ratu Sir Kami- 
sese has also decided to retain the Ministry for Indian 
Affairs and Women’s Affairs portfolio established by the 
military government. 


Mrs Irene Narayan retains the Indian Affairs Ministry 
while USP lecturer, Adi Finau Tabakaucoro, is the new 
Minister for Women's Affairs and Social Welfare. 


Fiji's High Commissioner in London, Mr Sailosi Kepa, 
is the new Attorney-General and Minister for Justice. 


Foreign Affairs Minister in the military government, Mr 
Filipe Bole, returns as Minister for Education, a post he 
held in the previous Alliance Government. 


UNDP representative in Pakistan, Mr Berenado Vuni- 
bobo, arrived back in Fiji two weeks ago and 1s now the 
new Minister of Trade and Commerce. 


Pa 


NLTB manager. Mr Josefata Kamikamica is the new 
Minister of Finance and Economic Planning. while 
former Alhance member, Mr Ishwari Baypai, 1s the new 
Minister for Co-operatives and National Marketing 
Authority. 

Trade umonist Mr Tanicla Veitata retains the Employ- 
ment and Industrial Ministry he held in the military 
government. So does Ratu Sir Josaia Tavaiqia the Min- 
istry of Forestry. 


Mr Apisai Tora retains the Communication, Works and 
Transport portfolio and Mr David Pickering the tourism 
portfolio with added responsibility for Civil Aviation 
and Energy. 
Dr Apenisa Kurtsagila continues as Minister for Health 
and Mr Vilame Gonclevu as Minister for Primary 
Industnes. 


They all held the same portfolios in the military govern- 
ment 


With the exception of Adi Finau, Mr Kamikamica, Mr 
Vunibobo, Mr Kepa and the military officers, the rest are 
either ex-Alhance Ministers or Alhance parhamentarn- 
ans. 


Cabinet ministers will be sworn in by the President, Ratu 
Sir Penasa Ganilau, at Government House at llam today. 


In Suva last night, the British High Commissioner, Mr 
Roger Barltrop, said the British government hoped that 
a civihan government would lead to a return to parlia- 


mentary democracy and constitutional government in 
Fiji. 


He declined to comment on the Cabinet line-up. 


The New Zealand High Commissioner to Fiji, Mr Rod- 
ney Gates, said he was examining carefully the respective 
interests represented in the new Cabinet and would be 
reporting to New Zealand today. 
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Bio on Fiji Cabinet Members 
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{Text} RATU SIR KAMISESE MARA, KBE, MA 
(Oxon), 67, Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and responsible for the Public Service. Became a 
new member of the Legislative Council in 1966, serving 
as Member for Natural Resources. 


He was appointed Chief Minister in 1967 and Prime 
Minister on independence in 1970, and had held on to 
the post until the Alliance lost the general election in 
April this year. After the May coup he was in the military 














He joined the Alliance Party in 1978 and re-entered to 
Parliament in 1982. Mr Tora won the same seat again in 
the April election. Served as Adviser to the Governor- 
General on the same portfolio and with the military 
government 


He is a former of the Building Workers Union 
and the Fiji Sugar and General Workers Union. 


MR TANIELA VEITATA, 49, is Minister for Employ- 
ment and Industral Relations. 


MRS IRENE JAI NARAYAN, 53, (BA) is Minister for 
Indian Affairs. 


A teacher by profession. She was first elected to parlia- 
ment in 1966 and attended the London Constitutional 
talks in 1970. 


She was a member of the National Federation Party unti! 
she joined the Alliance Party just before the April 
election 





He was appointed Adviser on Education to the Gover- 
nor-General after the May 14 coup and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in the dissolved military government. 


MR JOSEFATA KAMIKAMICA, 54, (MA. Com.) is 
Minister for Finance and Economic Planning. Has had a 
successful stint in the civil service, working as an admin- 


He was seconded to the Native Land Trust Board as its 
manager in 1972 and has been there since. He is chair- 
man of the Fiji Pine Commission and the immediate 
past chairman of the National Bank of Fiji. Mr Kamika- 
mica is a lay Methodist preacher. 


RATU JOSAIA TAVAIQIA, 57, is Minister for Forest- 
ry. 


He was first appointed to the Senate in 1975. He was 
elected to Parliament in 1977. Ratu Josaia was 
appointed Assistant Minister for Works and Tourism 
until September, 1977, when he became the first Minis- 
ter for State for Forests. 


He held the same portfolio as Adviser to the Governor- 


MR SAILOSI KEPA, 50, is Ai .rney-General and Min- 
ister of Justice graduated in law from Middle Temple in 
London. 

















appointed Fiji's High Commissioner to London in 1983. 
He has been there since. Mr Kepa is a former Fiji rugby 


MR DAVID PICKERING. 54, an Engineer and Admin- 
istrator, ts Minister for Tourism, Civil Aviation and 


Energy. 


He retured from the civil service in 1982 and took over as 
manager of the Fiyi Electricity Authority. 


RATU WILLIAM TOGANIVALU, 59, (Cert. in Ag.) is 
Minister for Lands and Mineral Resources. He entered 
the Legislative Council in 1966. In 1971 he was 
appointed Assistant Minister for Lands and Mineral 
Resources. In 1972 he became Minister for Fijian 
Affairs. He has held other portfolios. He also became 
Minister for Home Affairs in 1982. 


DR APENISA KURISAQILA, 55, (Cert. in Med. Sur- 
gery) is Minister for Health. 


He retired from government service in 1979 to start his 
private practice in Nadi. He stood for the Alliance Party 
in the 1982 election and won his seat. He was appointed 


MR CHARLES WALKER. 59, (B.Sc) is Minister for 
Information. 


He was first appointed a senator in 1973 and was first 
elected to Parliament in April 1977. After serving as 


LT COL APOLOS! BIUVAKALOLOMA., 48, is Minis- 
ter for Rural Development and Rural Housing. Has been 
a solder all his life and rose through the ranks. He was in 
charge of the Army's Trade Training School and its rural 
unit, 


FYI 
MR TOMASI VAKATORA, 69, is Minister for Housing 
and Urban Development. He was first elected to partia- 
ment in 1977 and was Minister for Civil Aviation 


Has served both in the military and in the civil service. 


He 1s the immediate past Commissioner of Native Lands 
and Fishernes. Has wide expernence in matters relating to 
native lands and customs. 


COL ILAISA KACISOLOMONE, 41, is Minister for 
Youth and Sports. He has been a soldier since he left 
school in 1965. He has served in both Sinai and Lebanon 


second coup in Col. Kacisolomone was 
appointed Minister for Youth and Sports. 

08309 

Allegations of Corruption Reported 


14 Dec 87 p 9 





JPRS-SEA-88-008 
16 February 1988 


The probe was ordered after a letter of complaint to the 
former head of government and commander of the 
security forces, Brigadier Sitiveni Rabuka, by a group of 
civil servants, unestablished employees of the Public 
Works Department and members of the public. 


Copies of the letter dated November 19 were also 
delivered to Mr Tora and the secretary of the Public 
Service Commission, Mr Poseci Bune. 


Mr Tora described the allegations to The Fiji Times as 
“very serious.” 


“We are not taking these things lightly and I have already 
ordered an immediate investigation into these allega- 
tions,” said Mr Tora. 


He said an internal departmental inquiry had already 
started headed by the acting Permanent Secretary for 
Works Mr Ramaiya Naidu. 


“I have given a notation for an immediate inquiry soon 
after receiving the letter,” he said. 


“| will not hesitate but to hand over the case to the police 
if the allegations are found to be serious.” 


“But in such circumstances, we normally carry our own 
investigations first,” he said. 


But according to Fiji Times sources, the police have 
already started doing some ground work on the case. 


A copy of the letter which was obtained by The Fiji 
Times questioned the criteria adopted by the office in 
the promotion and recruitment of unestablished employ- 
ces. 


It highlighted a case in which an ordinary clerk was 
promoted to training officer who has been running the 
administration side of the whole department. The letter 
claimed that the appointment had still not being gazet- 
ted. [as printed] 


Misuse of funds, government plant and machinery by 
some senior civil servants in the department are also 


alleged. 


The letter also claimed thai a night watchman on gov- 
ernment payroll was shifted from one of the job sites 
after the May 14 coup and engaged at a civil servant's 
private property in the town. He was shifted there after 
the military took over watch on the site. 


Mr Tora saia ‘:¢ had received a similar complaint against 
a senior civil servant in Labasa last year from a member 
of the public. 


‘But we found there was no foundation to the allegations 
after investigating,” he said. 


FIJI 


Ina recent visit to Labasa, Brigadier Rabuka warned that 
he would not tolerate corruption in the Civil Service 
while he was in power. 


He made the comment while speaking to heads of 
government depariments at the office of the Commis- 
sioner Northern, Mr Inoke Tabualevu. 
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Cabinet To Discuss Travel Restrictions 
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[Text] Restrictions on people wanting to go overseas are 
likely to be discussed when Cabinet meets for its first 
formal session in Suva tomorrow. 


A Government spokesman said Cabinet had only met 
once since its appointment, but it was an informal 


gathering. 


The spokesman was commenting on reports that people 
are still being stopped from leaving the country because 
their names are on a list prepared by the security forces. 


A Suva lawyer, Mr Mohan Singh was stopped from 
leaving Nadi Airport on an Air Pz «fic flight to Sydney 
last Thursday. 


He was on his way to be-admitted to the Australian 
Capital Territory Bar in Canberra and was to return 
home after his admission. 


Mr Singh said he was about to board the flight when 
security men in plain clothes asked him to stand aside. 


The plane left without him. 


Mr Singh said he rang the Minister for Indian Affairs, 
Mrs Irene Jai Narayan, who promised to help him get on 
the flight the next day. 


But the Minister for Indian Affairs could not help him, 
he said. 


Government sources said yesterday Mr Singh's name 
was on a list of people restricted from travelling over- 
seas. 


The list was prepared by the army after the second coup. 


Police and security men still had the i:st and were 
waiting for specific directions from the Ministry of 
Home Affairs. 


Some people have been given clearances to travel over- 
seas by the ministry, according to the sources. 
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Mrs Narayan refused to comment when contacted ather 08309 
office yesterday. 
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ADB Lean for Road Maintenance Project 


42000153g Jakaria BUSINESS NEWS in English 
16 Dec 87 p 5 


[Text] The Asian Development Bank recently approved 
a loan of $150 million to Indonesia for the Ninth Road 
(Maintenance) Sector Project. 


The loan comes from the bank's ordinary capital 
resources and the repayment period is 24 years, includ- 
ing a four-year grace period. The interest rate will be 
determined according to the Bank's pool-based variable 
lending rate system. 


The Project is aimed at helping the Government main- 
tain about 4,000 km of national and provincial roads 


instutional support to the executing agency, the Direc- 
torate General of Highways (DGH), to set up a compre- 
hensive data base for bridges on all provincial and 
national roads and to establish the framework for a 
bridge management system. The project also includes the 
provision of management support to develop the domes- 
tic road construction industry. 


08309 
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South Sumatra Provides Land for Plantations 


42000153h Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 
16 Dec 87 p i0 


[Text] The South Sumatra provincial administration has 
issued stipulations for the opening of new plantations on 
117,466 ha of land in Bangka and Muara Enim regen- 
cies. Six companies have obtained permits for the plant- 
ing of oil palm, hybrid coconut, cacao, fruits and rubber 
in the two regencies. 


Around 50,000 ha of land in Bangka is provided for the 
planting of coconut by PT Sumarco Makmun Indah and 
100 ha is entrusted to PT Pelita Karya Tani for the 
opening of a garlic plantation. Some 8,900 ha of land in 
Muara Enim is entrusted to PT Kali Madi Sari, which 
will grow hybrid coconut, cacao and fruits. 


Some 6,000 ha of land is provided for the planting of oil 
palm under the PIRSUS (special nucleus estates for 
small holders) scheme. The project will be handled by 
PTP X, one of state-run plantation companies. 


Around 50,000 ha out of the 117,466 ha of land is 
entrusted to PTP III, another state-run plantation com- 
pany, for the planting of oil palm. Some 1,950 ha is 
provided for the planting of natural rubber by PTP XI, 
also a state-owned plantation company. 


08309 
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Editorial Blames United States for Continued 
Subversion 


42060009d Vientiane KONGTHAP PASASON LAO in 
Lao 8 Oct 87 p 1 


[Editorial: “We Must Be Highly Conscious and Alert To 
Dismantile the Psychological Warfare of the Enemies”] 


[Text] The day when the nation was completely liberated 
and the LPDR was established on 2 December 1975 
marked the beginning of our young socialist construction 
and the complete bankruptcy of the democracy and the 
old and new colonialism. Since that day socialism in 
Laos has been a target for destruction by the imperialists 
and powerful forces that are the enemies of Laos. They 
are always ready to destroy our new regime in many 
ways, socio-economically, politically, and militarily. 
They employ economic and political schemes, for exam- 
ple, bribing and poisoning our cadres, soldiers and 
multiethnic groups in order to make us change in peace- 
ful ways, especially for the military forces and the people 
et ee eee eee Cee 
of Laos. 


In the past they put all of their might into dismantling us. 
Militarily they gathered those who had fled abroad to 
organize training and take care of them in various camps 
in Thailand, and then gave them weapons and sent them 
in to spy and create unrest for our multiethnic groups. In 
addition, the reactionary exiles who were hiding abroad 
and the underground reactionaries who had infiltrated 
and operated in the population bases in the district and 
mountainous areas tried to make them areas of active 
operations. 


They attacked along communication routes on water and 
land and used small guerrilla forces to attack and destroy 
offices, organizations, local work units and important 
locations when we were careless. 


Politically the American imperialists and the interna- 
tional reactionaries and their henchmen have increased 
the use of psychological warfare to cause us to change our 
ideology and revolutionary principles. They have carried 
out schemes to make us change by peaceful means to 
take away our essence, slandered the correct policy of the 
party and the government, propagandized and created 
unrest and fabricated big problems out of small ones, 
increased disunity between the army and the people, the 
higher echelons and the lower levels, and the cadres and 
combatants and international solidarity, and they have 
tried to bring about disunity in the special solidarity of 
Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia, and the USSR and other 
fraternal socialist countries. 


They use social and cultural aspects as important factors 
in attacking our revolutionary forces. They use the 
reactionaries to dismantle our people's collective pro- 
duction, such as agricultural cooperative units and oth- 
ers, by hoarding goods purposely in order to raise market 
prices and destroy the value of the kip. Socially they 
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hope to revive Western culture in big and small ways. 
They encourage gambling, prostitution, luxurious living, 
and superstition. In conclusion, they secretly operate to 
build a foundation among the people and look for ways 
to infiltrate the military forces so as to obtain national 
intelligence and to attempt to murder the leaders of the 
party and the government and our military cadres. 


In examining these cruel and clever schemes of the 
enemies, we can see that some local work units still lack 
an awareness of the enemies’ schemes. 


Some of the cadres and combatants who were victims of 
psychological warfare and bribery have lost their 
essence, or even worse have fled to serve the enemies and 
have returned to work against the revolution. Therefore, 
in order to resist and to dismantle the psychological 
warfare of the enemies, our cadres, combatants and the 
people must absorb the direction and duty regarding 
national defense and security work set by the party. 
Cadres and party members at ali levels and all combat- 
ants must clearly understand the dangerous schemes of 
the enemies. They must increase the guidance and train- 
ing of the units so that they will absorb their national 
defense and security duty and have strong revolutionary 
principles, stop all the destructive schemes of the ene- 
mies, and firmly grasp political ideology and become 
strong in organizing and in bringing peace to the units 
and the population bases. 


09884/06662 
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Vietnamese Experts in Bokeo Brick Plant 
42060019 Vientiane PASASON in Lao 14 Nov 87 p 2 


[Unattributed report: “Bokeo Provincial Brick Plant” 


[Excerpt] In implementing the 1987 plan, as well as the 
9-month plan, the workers at the brick plant subordinate 
to the Bokeo provincial industry and handicrafts section 
have worked diligently and fulfilled the plan. 


This brick plant was established at the end of January 
1987. It is composed of two kilns and has a total of 19 
workers, of whom 15 are directly engaged in production. 
It has received support from the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam, which has sent five specialists to work at the 
plant. Initially, there were many difficulties in produc- 
tion, because the workers were not familiar with such 
work. The goods produced did not meet the standards. 
Later on, the workers came up with new ideas as a result 
of working, studying, and learning from the Vietnamese 
specialists. Even though they do not have modern equip- 
ment, they have succeeded in completely fulfilling the 
9-month plan. That is, they have produced a total of 
53,891 bricks, earning an income of 538,910 kip. 
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Vietnamese-Aided Army Barge 


42060019 Vientiane PASASON in Lao 
26 Nov 87 pp 1, 3 


{[Unattributed report: “Lao People’s Army Builds 
Barge”) 


[Text] The Technical General Department of the LPA 
has built two 60-ton barges with the support of the 
Vietnamese navy. It took more than a year to build these 
two boats. The shipyard of the Vietnamese navy was the 
contractor. 


The successful construction of these barges was due to 
the all-round cooperation between the LPA and the 
Vietnamese navy. Such cooperation has existed for a 
long time and has increased effectively and continually. 
This success is dedicated to the coming | 2th anniversary 
of the establishment of the LPDR. 


The ceremony in which the Technical General Depart- 
ment of the LPA took possession of these boats from the 
shipyard of the Vietnamese navy took place on 21 
November in Vientiane Capital. 


EEC Help in Luang Prabang Development 
42060019 Vientiane PASASON in Lao 25 Nov 87 p 2 


[Article by Khaikeo Khammani: “In 1987-1988, Luang 
Prabang Province Will Plant 800 Hectares”’] 


[Excerpts] In accord with the resolutions of the 4th Party 
Congress and the Ist Provincial Party Congress of the 
Provincial Organization, the province is striving for 
economic and societal development of the province and 
bring about a good change by 1990. The Provincial Party 
Standing Committee has agreed to establish a committee 
responsibile for this project. This includes taking steps to 
stop forest destruction to create cropland and protect the 
environment. Mr Nanchoi Keophithoun, a member of 
the Provincial Party and Administrative Committees 
and the head of the Provincial Agricultural Section. He 
and a team of central-echelon and provincial cadres 
launched the project on | November 1987 to open up 
new land and build terraced fields. For the period 
1987-1988, it is expected that 800 hectares will be 
reclaimed, 


Along with implementing this project to open new land 
and build terraced fields, there is also a project to grow 
coffee and industrial crops and engage in intensive 
agriculture in order to stop the destruction of and restore 
the existing forests and increase the province's produc- 
tion of export goods. 


As for cooperation in carrying out the work and super- 
vising things, the central authorities have invested capi- 
tal, and the province is implementing the project. Vien- 
tiane also inspects the work. The province is responsible 
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for the political life and livelihood of the central-echelon 
cadres sent to help carry out this project. The committee 
responsible for this project is under the direct guidance 
of the provincial party standing committee. It is also 
responsible for obtaining technical aid and foodstuffs 
from international organizations in order to ensure that 
the project achieves good results. 


These projects have received support from the UN 
Development Program and the EEC through the 
National Mekong River Project, which is an important 
economic element of the country. In short, in Luang 
Prabang Province alone, the people's standard of living 
has improved continually because of this effort. 


Swedish-Aided Vientiane School 


42060019 Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 
17 Nov 87 pp 1, 4 


[Unattributed report: “Construction on 12 General 
School Buildings in Vientiane Capital Has Been Com- 
pleted” 


[Excerpt] At the 13 November meeting to summarize the 
results of the construction of general schools in Vien- 
tiane Capital, Mr Sai Phakasoum, a member of the party 
committee and the head of the Vientiane Capital Com- 
munications, Transportation, and Construction Sector, 
discussed the construction of general schools throughout 
Vientiane Capital as authorized by the Vientiane Capital 
party and administrative committees. He said that the 
plan for the 1987/1988 school year calls for the construc- 
tion of 15 school buildings. During the period June- 
September 1987, 12 buildings were built. Each single- 
story building contains six classrooms. 


The funds for building these school buildings has come 
from the budget of Vientiane Capital. In addition, SIDA 
[Swedish International Development Agency] has pro- 
vided equipment, and the districts and parents have 
provided financial support. The cost of constructing 
these buildings has reached 35,977,411 kip. Of this, the 
various districts and parents have contributed more than 
6 million kip. 


In school year 1987/1988, there are a total of 113,160 
general education students in Vientiane Capital. At the 
beginning of school year 1986/1987, there were a total of 
16,066 students. The number of postsecondary school 
students has increased to 3,488 students. This has 
required an additional 426 classrooms in order to handle 
this many students. 


At this meeting, Mr Sisavat Keobounphan, a member of 
the Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee and 
a chairman of the Vientiane Capital Administrative 
Committee, praised the achievements scored in con- 
structing these school buildings. 
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Vientiane-Ho Chi Minh City Shipping Pact 


42060019 Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 
17 Nov 87 pp 1, 4 


{[Unattributed report: “Joint Agreement on Shipping 
Goods Signed With Vietnamese Shipping Company”™] 


[Text] At the end of October, the head of the Vientiane 
Capital Construction and Freight Forwarding Company 
met with officials of VOSA (Vietnam Ocean Shipping 
Agency) in Ho Chi Minh City. The two sides agreed to 
cooperate in shipping exports and imports though the 
ports of Danang, Haiphong, and Ho Chi Minh City. As 
for the details, the two sides will sign a memorandum in 
Vientiane Capital in December. The company has 
already opened a branch office in Danang and is now 
engaged in facilitating the shipment of exports and 
imports to and from the LPDR though this port. As 
compared with cost of shipping goods through Thailand, 
this will reduce costs by about 50 percent. 


The head of the Construction and Freight Forwarding 
Company also talked about the signing of an agreement 
on building a marble production plant. This agreement 
was signed in Ho Chi Minh City at the end of October. 
He said that this plant will be built in Vientiane. It is 
expected that construction on the plant will be com- 
pleted in 1988. The plant will be capable of producing 
approximately 2,800 cubic meters of marble per year. 


Sisavat Keobounphan Meets Hanoi Official 


42060019 Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 
25 Nov 87 pp 1, 4 


[Unattributed report: “Sisavat Keobounphan Welcomes 
Representatives of the Hanoi Committee for Economic 
and Cultural Cooperation”] 


[Text] On the evening of 24 November at office of the 
Vientiane Capital Administrative Committee, Mr Sisa- 
vat Keobounphan, a member of the Political Bureau of 
the Party Central Committee and chairman of the Vien- 
tiane Capital Administrative Committee, welcomed a 
team of representatives from the Hanoi Committee for 
Economic and Cultural Cooperation, which was led by 
Mr Le Thanh Diem, the deputy head of the Hanoi 
Committee for Economic and Cultural Cooperation. 


The meeting between the two sides was carried on in an 
atmosphere of friendship. Mr Sisavat Keobounphan 
praised their visit. This visit will strengthen solidarity, 
friendship, and cooperation between Vientiane and 
Hanoi. Concerning this visit, Mr Le Thanh Diem said 
that he had met with officials and inspected economic 
and cultural projects carried on jointly by Hanoi and 
Vientiane in 1987. The two sides also discussed joint 
plans for next year, particularly on the economic and 
cultural fronts. 
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Hanoi-Vientiane Economic, Cultural Agreement 


42060019 Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 
25 Nov 87 pp 1, 4 


[Unattributed report: “Memorandum Signed on 1988 
Economic and Cultural Cooperation Between Vientiane 
and Hanoi”] 


[Text] On the morning of 24 November in Vientiane 
Capital, a ceremony was held to officially sign the 
memorandum on 1988 economic and cultural coopera- 
tion between Vientiane and Hanoi. 


During the ceremony, Mr Sithon Sibounhuong, a mem- 
ber of the party standingcommittee and the head of the 
Vientiane Committee for Economic and Cultural Coop- 
eration, and Mr Le Thanh Diem, the deputy head of the 
Hanoi Committee for Economic and Cultural Coopera- 
tion, signed the memorandum in the presence of many 
senior cadres. 


The memorandum states that the two sides are in unity 
in drafting basic directions for economic and cultural 
cooperation in 1988. Better cooperation between Vien- 
tiane and Hanoi will gradually increase economic effi- 
ciency. Both sides totally agree that it is essential to 
improve and increase the efficiency of the joint projects 
already implemented. Joint action must be taken to 
complete those projects not yet completed. This will 
strengthen solidarity, friendship, and all-round coopera- 
tion between Vientiane and Hanoi. 


That same morning, a ceremony was held to take pos- 
session of agricultural equipment donated to Vientiane 
by Hanoi. The equipment was turned over to members 
of the Vientiane committee for cooperation. The equip- 
ment included “Bong Sen 12” small tractors, rice mills, 
threshers, and other equipment. Altogether the equip- 
ment had a value of 800,000 kip. 


11943 


— Describes Ex-King’s Death in Prison 
amp 


42000196a Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
13 Dec 87 pp 8, 9 


[Article: “In Cold Blood—The Slow Death of the Last 
King of Laos and a Royal Family That Traced Its 
Ancestry Back 700 Years”] 


[Text] A young Laotian swept up by mistake into a 
system of post-war brutality has solved the most intrigu- 
ing mystery of communist Indochina: the fate of King 
Savang Watthana, the queen and the crown prince. In a 
series of long interviews with our POST special corre- 
spondent, the former student, who escaped across the 
Mekong River into Thailand late last year, relived the 
nightmare of death and torture in a string of political 
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prisons that make up the Gulag of northeastern Laos. 
Now he has brought to the outside world, for the first 
time, a chilling personal account of what actually hap- 
pened to the last king of Laos and his family. 


“My king is dead,” says the former student, who spent 
nearly |i years in a series of political prisons where 
starvation, beatings and torture resulted in a death toll as 
high as 80 percent among some groups. 


Crown Prince Say Vongsavang and the king died within 
11 days of cach other in May 1978. Queen Khamboui 
wasted away 3 and I/2 years later. 


The deaths of the last Laotian royal family members 
have long been a rumour. But as recently as last October, 
a communist official told a Western reporter that the 
family was well, and living in a villa with a small garden 
to tend. 


The “villa” was a prison hut; the garden a series of rice 
fields which the king and crown prince worked 8 hours a 
day, 6 days a week under armed guard. 


The report of the young escapee is confirmed by another 
ex-inmate of the string of political prisons which make 
up the Gulag of northeastern Laos. The two fled within a 
month of each other late last year. They had been 
released from the nameless prison camps to toil on a 
work gang. 


Interviewed separately, each confirmed the dates and 
circumstances of the deaths of the royal family, as well as 
other details of the Gulag. 


But it is the remarkable memory and attention to detail 
of the ex-student that has brought the story from Laos to 
the outside world. He has drawn maps, written a prison 
diary and consented to a lengthy series of interviews on 
condition that his name be withheld temporarily. He 
fears retaliation by “communist elements” in his refugee 
camp. 


In this story, he will be called Tongpoon, a common Lao 
name. 


He was swept into an Il-year nightmar +» en the 
communists were consolidating power in |. .. He wit- 
nessed the deaths of the beloved Laotian royal family, 
and dozens of other doomed citizens. Among them were 
many rightist military officers and politicians of the 
wartime days. 


At least equalling their number, however, were the 
neutralists, who were “friends” and often relatives of the 
communists. The neutralists laboured for years to forge a 
workable coalition with the communists during the war. 
At its end, they were the first to be arrested, tortured and 
tossed into the Laotian Gulag to die or be killed. 


Tongpoon’s story is remarkable—and believable—for a 
number of reasons. He has asked for no reward. He has 
made no incredible claims of seeing American prisoners 
or, for that matter, of knowing anything beyond the walls 
of the prisons in which he served nearly 11 years. 


He is an earnest young man, who speaks usually without 
rancour of his fate. And this is his story, in part. 


Tongpoon was in Vientiane to receive his baccalaureate 
degree in mid-1975. As he walked the street one day, 
student demonstrators passed by, their signs and slogans 
calling for communist victory. 


When they spotted Tongpoon and two friends at the 
roadside, they urged the three to join the demonstration. 
Tongpoon demurred. A demonstrator thrust pictures of 
Marx and Lenin into his hands. 


Tongpoon tore the pictures up. 


For that, Tongpoon and his friends were immediately 
arrested, handcuffed and bound with rope. Pathet Lao 
(Communist) soldiers drove them to the security head- 
quarters, the C-2 Police Station at the city’s Wattay 
Airport, and tossed them in a cell. 


During the next 20 months, there was not a day when 
Tongpoon was not tied. Often, he was bound hand and 
foot. Iron and wooden stocks were locked on his legs 
every night, and on most days he was both handcuffed 
and tied with rope around his wrists. 


After 24 hours at the C-2 headquarters at Wattay, 
Tongpoon and his two friends were removed from their 
cell and flown by helicopter to the communist-run town 
of Viengsay. The helicopter pilots were a Russian and a 
Vietnamese. 


Handcuffed still, he ate his first rice in 2 days with his 
hands, off a banana leaf. It was awkward, for the “Viet- 
namese handcuffs” allow no wrist movement. But it was 
a task at which he would become adept by necessity. 


He learned that the Viengsay jail was only a way station 
for the hundreds of political prisoners being arrested as 
the Pathet Lao gradually took control of Laos. The “real” 
prisons were—and are—in remote Houaphan Province, 
the most northeastern part of Laos next door to Viet- 
nam’s fabled Dien Bien Phu battle site. 
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Far from prying eyes, Houaphan is the ideal location for 
a string of political prisons. The tiny population of 
perhaps 100,000 is dirt-poor and seldom travels to tell 
tales to the outside world. Escapes are difficult because 
of the distances involved. 


Long before their final victory on 2 December 1975, the 
Pathet Lao had jailed “reactionary” opponents in Houa- 
phan. By mid-1974, using prison labour, they had con- 
structed the stockade they called, simply, Camp 01. 


Tongpoon and the ex-major are the only two persons 
known to have escaped successfully after serving time in 
Camp 01. Neither knew the other had made it to safety. 


In separate interviews, each has examined maps of 
Houaphan, which sometimes is also called Sam Neua 
after its chief town. Each has located Camp 01 in exactly 
the same place, 72 kilometres from Sam Neua towards 
Vietnam, within sight of National Highway 6, and just 
over a kilometre from the area's biggest village, Sop Hao, 
once a French military position. 


An atlas pinpoints Camp 01: latitude 104 degrees, 23 
minutes, 48 seconds; longitude 20 degrees, 33 minutes, 
35 seconds. 


The camp was constructed in classic Stalag style, except 
that in place of barbed wire fences, the Pathet Lao used 
sharpened, interwoven bamboo. The camp was entirely 
fenced, and the prisoner compound was inside a second, 
enclosed area. 


Locked Up 


For 20 months, until early 1977, Tongpoon was locked 
up in one of Camp O1l's huts. On some days, he was 
unlocked from his leg stocks and led to work in the fields 
or on a road gang. For weeks at a time, he was kept 
locked up 24 hours a day. Being worked or fettered 
seemed to depend on the whim of the guards. 


Food came twice a day to most prisoners (some did not 
eat at all, as punishment), late in the morning and again 
around 4 pm. Each meal was 200 grammes of rice, less 
than a cup. It was accompanied by half a teaspoon of 
salt. There were no vegetables and no meat. 


The guards, with some glee, told Tongpoon that all 
prisoner rice came from warehouses and was at least 4 
years old. Laotians call such food “rat rice,” and termites 
and insects crawled freely through it. 


In prison, food was a constant topic of discussions. 
Prisoners on work details crammed banana peels and 
papaya skins into their mouths and tried to imagine they 
were beef rolls. Tongpoon ate raw paddy rice often, 
pulling the unhusked grain from the stalk unripened. 


like quality of his arrest and incarceration. 


Most of the prisoners were unsurprised at their own 
fates, but puzzled by Tongpoon’s presence. 


During his 20 months in the stocks, camp authorities 


Far to the south, Tongpoon's wife began a quest she 
would carry forward for nearly 11 years—the search for 
her husband. One of the first places Mengly visited was 
the security headquarters, the C-2 police station at 
Wattay Airport. 


No, said the Pathet Lao there, they had no information 
on Tongpoon. Never heard of him, in fact. 


Memorise 


Tongpoon, who had torn up two pictures, had ceased to 
exist. 


This is not just a figure of speech, as Tongpoon learned 
in his early days in Camp 01. For one of a prisoner's 
duties was to memorise the “17 Rules” which legalised 
brutality by the guards and in general formed the basis of 


prison life. 


Rule No | told Tongpoon that his situation was hopeless. 
Had Mengly known of the 17 Rules, she, too, might have 
despaired. 
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“Anyone arrested by the and is 
relieved of all nights of citizenship,” said Rule No |. All 


Meanwhile, the Pathet Lao continued to tighten their 
enp. 

A major problem was the royal family, beloved by most 
of the citizens and well-known abroad. During the war 
years, the Pathet Lao had pledged loyalty to the French- 


educated monarch, but upon victory had forced him to 
abdicate. 


Despite this, King Savang Watthana was still a potent 
force in the lives of his 3.7 million subjects. Laotian 
royalty was unbroken back to at least the | 4th century. 


To the communists, the king who had assumed his 
throne in 1959 was 2 “reactionary,” as was his intelligent 
and handsome son, the crown prince Say Vongsavang. 
The respect they commanded from Laotians and from 
other nations was a threat. 


Thailand had centuries-old ties with the Lao royal fam- 
ily. A wife of King Chulalongkorn, was a daughter of the 
Laotian ruler of the day. 


In short, public mistreatment of abdicated King Savang 
Watthana was out of the question. 


Solution 


The first step of the communist solution was to place the 
royal family under house arrest in the palace at Luang 
Prabang, the traditional royal capital northwest of Vien- 
tiane. No visitors were allowed, but word slipped out 
frequently that the family was alive, and relatively well- 
treated. 


This stage of benign treatment ended on | 1 March 1977. 
The family was arrested and whisked by the familiar 
Soviet-piloted helicopter to Viengsay, Tongpoon's stop- 
over of more than 19 months before. 


Here, the king and his family were placed in the Number 
One Hotel and again put under house arrest. Communist 
cadres told Viengsay residents that it was necessary to 
protect the ex-monarch from “enemies” in Luang Pra- 
bang who were trying to kill him. 


The final act in eliminating the royal family occurred 3 
months later. Once again arrested, the family was placed 
aboard the helicopter and flown to Sam Neua town, and 
thrust into Camp 01. 


Queen Khamboui was separated fromm the two men and 
put into the camp's women's section. Like most commu- 
nists, the Pathet Lao enforced a puritanical ban on 
mixing of the sexes. In Camp 01, a prisoner who merely 
looked at a young woman would be punished by having 
his rations cut off for 3 days, or worse. 





“Let's make a hole,” he said. “Make it as big and as deep 
as you like.” 


Tongpoon dug a hole about 6 feet by 2, about 3 feet deep. 


“Get in,” said the communist officer. Tongpoon sat in 
the hole. His neck was at ground level. 


“Fill in the hole,” and the two guards quickly scooped 
the lose dirt in around Tongpoon. They buried the young 
man to his neck. 


Then the “interrogation” began. 


The officer wanted information, and Tongpoon helped 
him. Date of birth. Home village. Married status. Edu- 
cation. 


“Are you a member of the CIA?” the officer asked. “I am 
not,” said Tongpoon. 


“Why are you against communism?” 

“I like peace, not communism,” replied the young man. 
“Who is your chief?” 

“I have no chief. There is only me.” 


The interrogator was especially interested in Tongpoon's 
studies in the English school of the Lao-American Asso- 
ciation, which had branches in several Laotian towns, as 
well as in Vientiane. Tongpoon told him. He reca’led his 
afternoon walks with his teachers, Mr Walker and Mr 
Repplier, ee ee He held 
nothing back 


He was asked these questions, and answered them, many 
times. After the first time, interrogator and both guards 
picked up sticks, and began to beat his head as they 
listened to Tongpoon’s responses. 
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“lam not CIA.” Thwack. 
“I have no chief.” Bam. 
“I like peace.” Smack. 


There was no sense of time after the first 30 minutes. 
After a while—an hour, or 6 hours of 12—Tongpoon 
could not see. The blood from his scalp ran into his eyes. 
Trapped in the hole, he could not wipe his eyes. Gra- 
ciously, unconsciousness took him. 


He awoke on his bamboo-leaf bed in the Camp 01! hut. 
His interrogation was over. It was the only questioning 
he ever had. 


Four days later, he and 20 other prisoners were taken to 
court in a Sop Hao village auditorium. There were three 
judges—one was a prosecutor, one expanded the govern- 
ment’s case, and the third passed sentence. 


When Tongpoon’s name was called, the court was 
informed he was a CIA agent who refused to confess. It 
took 30 seconds. 


When all cases had been detailed, the third judge passed 
sentence. Each prisoner was told to acknowledge with 
one word: satisfied, or not satisfied. Two prisoners noted 
that they were unsatisfied and had 3 years added to their 
terms. They had failed to recognise the humanitarianism 
of the court. 


Tongpoon was awarded 19 years. He said he was satis- 
fied. 


After 589 days in prison, he was officially a prisoner. 


As for the royal family, everyone recognised theirs were 
life sentences, and no trials were held. The king and 
crown prince were given their own small prisoners’ hut, 
and three men to cook their rations of rat rice and to dole 
out their half-teaspoon of salt. They were allowed little 
contact with other prisoners, but otherwise were treated 
the same. They slept on bamboo leaves and performed 
the same hard labour. 


Rule No 9, after all, was specific. Able-bodied prisoners 
who did not work did not eat. 


When he entered the political prison, King Savang 
Watthana was 69 years old. He was educated at the Paris 
Ecole de Science Politique, was well-read and well- 
travelled. But he was hardly used to hard labour or a diet 
SS 
leaf. 


His health began to deteriorate quickly. His son, always 
close to the king, insisted that the former monarch cat 
part of his own tiny ration. The king demurred, but the 
son pressed the food on the old man. 


LAOS 


On 2 May 1978 the crown prince died. Strong and 
healthy when he was arrested from the palace 14 months 
before, he was unable to survive on the tiny rice-and-salt 
ration that he had cut into to help save his father. 


offspring, he told the three cooks. They argued with him, 
but the king had effectively decided to die. 


ee ee ee On ne 


Tongpoon next saw her about 2 years later, and at first 
did not recognise the royal consort, who had become a 
heap of skin and bones. Her hair was completely grey. 
Her eyes were dead. 


Tongpoon told another prisoner that night: The Queen 
of Laos has become the Queen of Prisoners. 


The communists did not force her to work, and she 
managed to eke out extra life with the help of cigarettes 
and the semi-narcotic betel leaf. Her final humiliation 
12 December 1981. Her grave, about a kilometre from 
her men, is also unmarked. 


There was little to distinguish time as it passed for 
Tongpoon. Years, months, weeks passed. Six days of 
labour, and then one day locked up so the guards could 
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have Sunday off. Tongpoon once asked a guard if the 
prisoners could have some recreation, and was told his 
sport was to work 8 hours a day. 


obtain treatment or pain killer for a toothache. 


Then there was outright killing, like that of Touby 
Lyphung. 


Touby was one of the best-known political prisoners. He 
was an intelligent and affable politician of the 1960s and 
early 1970s in Vientiane, and had served as minister of 
justice for a time. 


He was a neutralist, and counted several of the leading 
communists of the Pathet Lao among his friends, as well 
as diplomats and newsmen based in Vientiane. The 
“friends” had ordered Touby’s arrest as one of their first 
acts, and his sentence from the judge was for life in the 
camp. 


Touby adapted poorly to the prisons. Added to the poor 
food and general brutality was the fact that as a “special 
prisoner” he was rarely allowed outside his hut. He 
became emaciated, pale, and aged quickly. 


On the last Saturday of July 1979, as usual, the Pathet 
Lao guards opened the doors of the hut where Touby and 
other “special” prisoners were locked up. It was time for 
their weekly bathing session in the nearby Houy Nok 
Kok. 


Chief of the guard detail this day was the much-feared 
Onkeow, the teenaged son of a local communist cadre. 
Onkeow, it was said, liked to beat prisoners, and he did 
$0 often. 


Onkeow prodded Touby and the others from their hut to 
the stream at gunpoint as usual, watching them into the 
water to wash away the collected grime of a week. After 
a short time, he ordered them back to the bank. 


Touby was too weak to pull himself up. In moments, all 
the prisoners but Touby were on the stream bank. 
Onkeow barked at him to hurry up. Touby lurched at the 
bank and fell back. Two guards laughed. 
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Touby struggled, and Onkeow yelled. Finally, trembling 
violently, Touby stopped at the water's edge, unmoving, 
his hands pressed to his stomach. 


Onkeow raised his AK-47. “Do you want to die here?” 


“I'd rather die here on the outside than in that prison,” 
replied Touby. Without another word, Onkeow raised 


mander—ceven the guards. Rule 6: “No prisoner may 
wander more than 15 metres from a guard, or he may be 
shot without warning.” 


Prisoners seldom forgot this, because each Monday and 
Saturday they had to study and memorise the 17 Rules. 


The 17 Rules also forbade any books or writing, although 
official spokesmen for the regime claim that the Laotian 
Gulag is a system of political re-education. 


How many are in the Gulag, and how many have died, 
are unknown. Tongpoon observed up to 500 prisoners in 
the seven camps which he learned of. (An cighth is 
exclusively for back-sliding and corrupt communists.) 


Of a single group of 40 high-ranking prisoners that 
Tongpoon watched, 26 died or were killed in Camp 01, 
and another cight perished in Camp 07. Six remained 
when he escaped. 


From 1975 until July 1986, new arrests were made and 
new prisoners arrived regularly, without a noticeable 
hiatus. Use of the stocks, torture, starvation and execu- 


Freedom 


Tongpoon's first chance at freedom began to develop in 
mid-July 1986. The regime needed labourers on a dam 
project near Sam Neua town. Tongpoon was among 50 
prisoners trucked to the site. 


Security was far less strict. Prisoners were on a limited 
parole system. 
Two days after he arrived at Sam Neua, Tongpoon 


strolled casually into the town's tiny telegraph office and 
sent his wife a wire, telling her where he was. 


To the south, Mengly laughed and cried. Her husband 
was alive. Ali that needed doing was to rescue him. 








The nightmare of 10 years, 11 months and 18 days was 
over. 


Not, however, all the hardship. For now he is a refugee, 


He speaks English and French, and is obviously intelli- 
gent. An carnest young man, he has been scarred and 
partly institutionalised by his experience. His eyes are 
old. His body is thin. 


He still eats only twice a day. “Maybe when I can live 
with my wife again, | will cat more often.” 


For now, he just wants a country where he can live. 


/9604 
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[Article by S. Vongphouthon: “Who Does not Under- 
stand the Border?”} 


[Text] There are probably none who like to use deceptive 
and distorted words, to make up hundreds of stories out 
of one, or to say one thing today and change the story 
tomorrow as much as the Thai ultrarightist reactionary 
warlords. It is difficult to understand why they are so 
deceptive. People who are sincere and have no intention 
to cheat will always adhere to an unchanging principle no 


always look for ways to cheat others will employ tricks 
anc distort the truth like the old proverb: “A good man 
will correct himself, but a bad man will find excuses for 
himself.” 
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indicated. However, the site of the clash and the area 











Luang Prabang side the border branches off the Mekong 
River in the south at the mouth of the Neung River and 
runs along the Heung River until it reaches the head of 
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either the trouble for the owners of the country or of the 
Lao and Thai people who have a life and death intercst 


that depends on the Heung River. 
That 1s why they cut down a lot of the trees in the area. 
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residents in the district often call “horrible men.” 
09884/06662 


Thai Sources on PAVN, LPA Border 


duct joint operations with the Lao forces to eliminate the 
antigovernment resistance forces in the Pak Sekham and 


Excerpts} Savanakhet—Every Laotian knows this road. 

the people of this poor land-locked country, High- 
way 9, running 245 kilometres from here to Danang in 
Vietnam, it is a lifeline to the world market. 


In 1980, Laos requested help from communist countnes 
to reconstruct the road. 
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The highway starts at Kangkabao harbour, off the Mck- 
hong mver im Suvannakhet Province, and ends at the 
Vietnamese port of Danang 245 km away. 


The 210 km land road ss being built with Sovect aid, 
while Bulgaria. Hungary and Czechoslovakia are helping 
to build the bridges. 


Construction chicf Ku Charwong and engineer Pradu 
Sacngsated sand they hope to complete construction by 
the end of next year. 


Al present. however, they are adjusting the surface of the 
route, which 1s stell mainly laterite. 


Estimated cost of the planned asphalt highway ss 
250,000 per kilometre, or $61.25 million for the whole 
route 


Once completed, about 1.000 wehocles will use the high- 
way cach day. though at present half that number are 
already using the rough laterite road. 


There 1s also a plan to up-grade the route to a concrete 
highway if Laotsan development should so require in the 
future 


LAOS 


Mr Pradu says Highway 9 1s also giving Laos an oppor- 
tunity to tram manpower with 762 engineering students 
working on the project. learning from communist bloc 
cuperts. 


With Vientianc’s present attempt to court and appease 
Bangkok, Mr Ku and Mr Pradit, as well as everyone cise, 
downplayed the strategac umportance of Highway 9. 


But one of the main reasons for constructing the route 1s 
to lessen Laos's dependence on Thailand. 


Initially, Laos hoped Thasland would help build Route 9, 
Laotian officials claam. Some asphalt and cement which 
Vientiane ordered for construction 1s still in Bangkok's 
Klong Tocy harbour, they say. 


Mr Kw says the highway will not mean Laos will start 
depending on Vietnam more. 


“We will still have to depend on Kiong Tocy and when 
we benefit from Victnam it will not mean that we will 
not see the importance of developing relations with 
Thailand.” Mr Ku said. 


/9604 
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Defense Cooperation With Indonesia 
42130049 Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA in 
Malay 4 Dec 87 p 8 


[Article by Aziz Ishak] 


[Text] The 16th conference of the Malaysia-Indonesia 
General Border Committee (GBC), which will be held in 
Kuala Lumpur on Monday (7 December), is expected to 
open a new era of more sound and positive friendly 
relations between the two countries. The |-day meeting 
will help to delineate the great hope of forming true 
united defense cooperation between them to make sure 
that the Southeast Asian region continues to be “clear” 
of any threats. 


It is anticipated that the two Chairmen, Tengku Ahmad 
Rithauddeen, minister of defense, and Tan Sri L.B. 
Moerdani, commander of the Indonesian armed forces, 
will achieve agreement toward increased cooperation on 
security with economic cooperation overtones. 


Last year the GBC’s | Sth conference agreed to take joint 
action to control security interests in the Melaka Strait 
waters. The scope of this cooperation will be expanded 
this time. 


The Monday meeting will call attention to a socio- 
economic development program for Sarawak and West 
Kalimantan which will benefit the people of these two 
areas greatly. 


A GBC officer reported that Sarawak State will be 
proclaimed a totally “white” region within 2 years in 
view of the successful military cooperation achieved by 
the two countries in fighting the communists on the 
Sarawak-Wesi Kalimantan border. At the same time, a 
socio-economic development program will be imple- 
mented in that region to connect Entekong (in Kaliman- 
tan) and Tebedu (in Sarawak), in line with the develop- 
ment security concept (konsep  keselamatan 
pembangunan—KASBAN). It is understood that $75 
million [Malaysian dollars] have been allocated for this 
development program which includes building the Ente- 
kong-Tebedu connector road. 


“This is a product of GBC cooperation which offers 
great advantages for the security and the economies of 
the two countries. Also, Indonesia has begun to act on 
this program in Kalimantan to speed up two-way eco- 
nomic activities,” the officer added. Indirectly, the 
Kuchirg International Airport will become an important 
jumping off place for commercial activities and will open 
up Opportunities in the state to other activities such as 
tourism. 


In a meeting, Lieutenant General Jaafar Mohamad, chief 
of staff for operations of the Malaysian Armed Forces 
[Angkatan Tentara Malaysia—ATM)], also reported that 
the ATM was satisfied with the cooperation achieved in 
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the fight against communist terrorists on the Kaliman- 
tan-Sarawak border. The general, who also is a commit- 
tee chairman for the GBC planning staff, said that the 
cooperation of the two military forces had paralyzed the 
communist terrorists, namely, those in the North Kali- 
mantan Communist Party. 


Recently, he said, Indonesian military troops had cap- 
tured | | terrorists belonging to that party and had turned 
them over to the Malaysian authorities because all of 
them were people from this country. 


According to Lt Gen Jaafar, it has been found that there 
are only 43 of these communist terrorists now in the 
party’s Second Bureau. 


He called attention to the fact that while security in 
Sarawak had been restored, the ATM will continue to 
strengthen its military forces in these regions. 


Of interest in the 16th conference is that the Malaysia- 
Indonesia defense cooperation plan for the decade of the 
1990's is more dynamic to conform to military develop- 
ments in this region. 


This was confirmed by a senior officer in the Ministry of 
Defense who said Malaysia and Indonesia together will 
face any threat to security for their joint interests and for 
this region. 


“We shall discuss this matter and shall seek agreement to 
expand defense cooperation between the two countries,” 
he remarked. 


As an initial step, the officer said, the ATM and the 
Republic of Indonesia Armed Forces Agreed to hold a 
large-scale combat exercise in 1988. 


“Delegations from both countries will decide a number 
of questions about this plan. The combat exercise will 
open a new era in the history of security cooperation 
because this is the first time Malaysia is to hold such an 
exercise with another country,” the officer explained. 


He said the exercise will involve the three branches of 
service to give them practice in combat procedures that 
would be used jointly if there were a threat from anyone. 


Indirectly, the increased cooperation and understanding 
between Malaysia and Indonesia offers a reminder to 
those who might try to act “maliciously” against the 
security interests of this region. 


Clearly, although Malaysia executes a policy of not 
readily trusting any nation, Indonesia now definitely has 
become its closest friend, and this is something to be 
proud of. 


It is understood that the ATM and the ABRI have 
achieved considerable knowledge of joint air, sea and 
land exercise procedures, including search and residue 





JPRS-SEA-88-008 
16 February 1988 


(SAR) operations. “A knowledge of military exercise 
procedures is important if we want to act jointly when 
the situation demands it. For that reason, we are increas- 
ing our knowledge of military procedures and doctrines 
as a whole,” the ATM officer added when he was asked 
for his views on military strategy. 


Several senior officers such as former ATM command- 
ers, Gen (retired) Tan Sri Ghazali Che Mat and Gen 
(retired) Tan Sri Ghazali Mohd. Seth, are proud of what 
the Malaysia-Indonesia GBC has achieved at this stage. 
This is clear from the greater scope of cooperation 
between the two countries which initially was restricted 
to military cooperation in fighting against communist 
terrorists on the borders of the two countries. 


In 1984, the level of cooperation was expanded to 
include the territorial waters of the two countries, espe- 
cially for the security of the Melaka Strait. 


From time to time, joint exercises had been arranged 
such as those against smuggling, illegal immigrants and 
criminals and for joint intelligence. Meanwhile, the GBC 
include the approval of a new committee, operational 
questions, socio-economic development of the frontier, 
and the exchange of intelligence. 


Other work, such as the entry of illegal immigrants and 
work on surveying the border of the two countries, will 
not be discussed in this meeting. 


Nevertheless, a GBC officer reported that these matters 
might be discussed informally. 


It is understood that there were few problems in the 
Malaysia-Indonesia GBC conferences of the past in view 
of the spirit of compromise that was displayed by the two 
countries who come from Malay stock. 


The Indonesian delegation, consisting of 24 senior offic- 
ers, will arrive tomorrow. The Malaysian delegation this 
time consists of 19 persons. 


Malaysian delegates include Gen Tan Sri Hashim Ali, 
commander of the Armed Forces, Tan Sri Haniff Omar, 
chief of the State Police, Tan Sri Mohd. Yusof Abdul 
Rahman, chief secretary of the Ministry of Defense, Tan 
Sri Zainal Abidi Sulong, chief secretary of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Tan Sri Azizan Zainul Abidin, chief 
secretary of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Dr Baharon 
Azhar Raffei, secretary of the National Security Council, 
and Lt Gen Datuk Jaafar Mohamad, chief of staff for 
Operations of the ATM. 


The Indonesian delegation includes Lt Gen of the Police 
M. Sanusi, Lt Gen, TNI [Tentara Nasional Indonesia— 
Indoncsia‘: National Army}, L.B. Sudjann, Major Gen, 
TNI, M.1. Soetaryo, and MaJ Gen, TNI, Moechtar. 
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it is certain that both Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen and 
Gen Tan Sri Moerdani along with their crews will carry 
out this important task for the welfare of the people of 
both countries and for the security of this region. 


06804/7310 


Decision To Hold Joint Military Exercise With 
Indonesia Announced 

42130054c Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA in 
Malay 8 Dec 87 p 1 


[Article by Mohd. Noor Che Mat] 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, 7 December—Malaysia and Indo- 
nesia today agreed to hold a large-scale military exercise 
early next year to reinforce the defense strategy for these 
shores. 


The exercise, which will involve the three branches of the 
military forces and police troops, is planned to be held 
close to Sabah and Sarawak waters. Tengku Ahmad 
Rithauddeen, minister of defense, said the agreement 
was achieved at the 16th conference of the 
Indonesia General Border Committee (GBC) held here 
this morning. 


At a news conference held here, Tengku Ahmad 
Rithauddeen, who also is a joint chairman of the GBC, 
reported that a special committee had been formed to 
devise a concept for the exercise, including the forces to 
be involved, selection of a region that suits the exercise 
scenario, aid for the operation as well as other plans. 
Meanwhile, General Tan Sri L.B. Moerdani, the other 
joint chairman of the GBC, who also is the commander 
of the Republic of Indonesia Armed Forces [Angkatan 
Bersenjata Republik Indonesia—ABRI], said crises in 
the Southeast Asia region make us feel far from secure 
and tranquil and demand greater defense capability 


“When we look at relations between nations of this 
world now, where the only conflicts are those between 
neighboring countries, what we have achieved to date is 
invaluable friendship,” he explained. 


The GBC conference is an annual conference held to 
allow the two sides to exchange information and make 
joint defense plans, particularly for the Malaysian-Indo- 
nesian border regions. 


The Malaysian delegation included General Tan Sri 
Hashim Ali, commander of the Armed Forces, Tan Sri 
Haniff Omar, head of the National Police Force, and 
heads of the secretariats of the Ministry of Defense, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. Gen Tan Sri Moerdani, ABRI commander, 
headed the 17-man delegation from the Republic of 
Indonesia. 
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This time the GBC conference also formed a special joint 
body called the “Committee for Coordinating Regional 
Operations.” It replaces the “Staff for Coordinating 
Operational Planning.” 


Earlier, when he officially opened the conference, 
Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen said defense cooperation 
between Malaysia and Indonesia had to be heightened to 
threats that developed here recently. 


According to the Tengku, cooperation through the GBC 
had allowed the two countries to solve various problems 
and to respond to threats that arose mainly in border 
regions. “These cooperative activities have helped to 
improve our knowledge of procedures and communica- 
tions and have given us the self-confidence to act against 
joint enemies,” he explained. 


Regarding threats in the Melaka Strait, Tengku Rithaud- 
ing vessels, in that strait were controlled jointly. We also 
make coordinated patrols of these waters and exchange 
intelligence. 


Gen Tan Sri Moerdani also reminded the audience that 
the success achieved at this time should not let us relax 
our current level of vigilance. 


“We cannot be too rapidly satisfied with what has been 
achieved when developments in the Southeast Asian 


The waters of the Melaka Strait now, he explained, are 
more and more frequently being plied by foreign mer- 
chant and war ships, and this has an adverse impact from 
the standpoint of the defense of Malaysia and Indonesia. 
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Commentary On Mahathir's Political Leadership 
Problems 
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[Article by Chamil Wariya] 


[Text] Preface: Last night MINGGUAN MALAYSIA 
published an article on the dilemma in Datuk Sn Dr 
Mahathir's political leadership. Following is an article 
contributed by a writer who presents his view of internal 
factors that influenced his leadership.—Editor. 


There were various reactions to Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir's 
approval of the police's arrest under the Internal Security 
Act (ISA) of more than 100 persons believed to have 
jeopardized national security. Some felt Datuk Sri Dr 
Mahathir had the right idea, but some criticized him. 
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Tunku Abdul Rahman, former prime minister, was 
quoted by foreign newspapers as saying these actions had 
threatened the Malaysian parliamentary system. Most of 
the Western papers said, “Malaysia is moving toward a 
dictatorship.” 


However, Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir corrected this errone- 
ous impression in an interview which was published 
widely in, among other papers, THE TIMES of London 
on 7 November 1987 and subsequently by Indonesian 
newspapers on 9 November and in an issue of MING- 
GUAN ASIAWEEK, published in November. 


In that interview, Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir explained, 
among other things, that the step he had taken did not 
mean that democracy was dead in Malaysia and that the 
Malaysian parliamentary system was still functioning 
well. Rather, he felt Malaysia was more secure and 
tranquil after those arrests. His belief was reinforced by 
the fact that foreign investors continued to report their 
investments in this country after this happened. 
Included were Shell, which reported an investment of 
almost $200 million [Malaysian dollars] for an oil refin- 
ery in Port Dickson; American electronics companies 
reported investments of almost $300 million up to 1990, 
and Sony, an investment of $40 million. Arab traders 
also showed confidence in Malaysia when a group 
reported the organization of a company with a capitali- 
zation of $250 million after a seminar held in Kuala 
Lumpur in November. If they had not had confidence in 
Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir’s leadership and the country's 
stability, which he promised, these investors, of course, 
would not have come to this country. 


These developments reflect the continued confidence of 
foreigners in the leadership of Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir. 
Perhaps if there had been no economic recession which 
caused the national income to drop to where it impaired 
the government's capability to share the national 
wealth—in the form of contracts, projects and tenders 
for businessmen, higher wages and allowances for civil 
servants—the prime minister's aspirations for this coun- 
try perhaps could have been carried out more easily. 


But when this phenomenon occurred, along with the 
institution of the privatization policy and the govern- 
ment's disposition to administer the country solely on 
the basis of profit and loss in business, his leadership was 
ridiculed by leaders in his own party, and, therefore, he 
lost half of the support of its members. The situation was 
aggravated by the fact that Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir 
administered the nation at the end of the New Economic 
Policy [NEP], the implementation of which was inter- 
rupted by the recession. 


He was troubled by his own dissatisfaction because the 
NEP target of controlling 30 percent of the economic 
activities by 1990 would not be achieved. Also non- 
Malays who benefited from the NEP were dissatisfied 
because they felt they would definitely eg oe 
more in the economic field if they had not been 








strated that the non-Malay generation of the Datuk Sri 
Dr Mahathir administrative era rejected the indepen- 
dence compromise which was based on the sovereignty 
of the Malays. 


tive. 


the Malaysian people, did not make others happy. 


For Datuk Sri Dr Maaathir, this was a leadership dilem- 
ma. When he tried to be liberal and democratic by 
allowing groups in the community to criticize the gov- 
ernment and express views that sounded as though 


intemperate debate linked to racism, religion, and so on, 
for national security reasons, he was accused of trying to 
kill democracy and of no longer being liberal. 


But some political analysts, who felt Datuk Sri Dr 
Mahathir's leadership was damaged by factors outside 


have been avoided. However, by permitting it to con- 
tinue because he wanted to prove that the person for the 


24 April 1987 and why he lost half of his support in the 
party. 


However, because Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir did not dis- 
play firmness in keeping Tengku Razaleigh from oppos- 
ing Datuk Musa for the first time (in 1981) and the 
second time (in 1984), indirectly it meant that Datuk Sn 
Dr Mahathir had not allowed traditional UMNO meth- 
ods for selecting the number one and two positions to be 
buried without further ado. 


firmness when facing internal opposition to their leader- 
ship early on before it became a threatening force. 


Tunku did this when he confronted Aziz Ishak and 
Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir himself as did Tun Hussein Onn, 
popular in the party at that time. But under Datuk Sri Dr 


popularity to drop and his “power base” in the UMNO 
to grow smaller. His leadership style since he became the 
prime minister also plays a role. As prime minister, 
ivatuk Sri Dr Mahathir is unlike those who preceded him 
who were prepared to become popular by following 
directions or by serving the popular will. Datuk Sri Dr 
Mahathir is not like that. He is famous for being a leader 
who thinks for himself and makes his own decisions. 


He also is known to be a person who acts ‘n his own way. 
He is not easily provoked and he follows the wishes of no 
particular side. For him, to be a leader of an organization 
is to lead, not to be led. 


He expressed this view when he took over the positions 
of UMNO president and prime minister from Tun 
Hussein in 1981. At that time he said he had become 
president of the UMNO to lead and not to be led. What 
he has tried to do since 1981 is to set forth many of the 
ideas he had before taking power and then obtain agree- 
ment on them from the party congress. He first reports 
on any changes and then informs the party congress. 
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He only seeks the support of his party when he is 
presented with a problem such as the amendment to the 
1983 Constitution which was aimed at reclarifying the 
definition of a raja constitutionally and parliamentary 
democracy. 


Because of this, statements made by a number of mem- 
bers have given the impression that Datuk Sri Dr Maha- 
thir has turned his back on the party with his behavior. 


To statements like these, Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir has 
responded that he will do what he should do and will not 
do what anyone else orders him to do. 


At the time, Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir’s attitude and 
bravery in stating his views frankly was surprising and 
was praised, but his style of leadership made others 
angry and made them flee from supporting him. 


But Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir did not care. He had 
informed them that he was not diplomatic and he did not 
know how to use words to make himself popular. If he 
did not agree with something, he would say so. 


Although Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir became a prime min- 
ister with his own image, he initially tried to satisfy 
everyone by announcing attractive policies and ones that 
had never been made before. 


This included the policies of liberal, efficient, clean and 
honest; adoption of Islamic values, leadership by setting 
an example, elimination of bribes, and so on. For some 
political observers, this was his first “mistake” because 
in his effort to satisfy everyone, he actually satisfied no 
one. On the other hand, he also was opposed because 
what he wanted to do was interpreted differently by 
those who were attracted to him. Those who wanted to 
see a clean, efficient and honest administration found 
that not many changes were made in the way bureaucra- 
cies served the public. Some of them did not blame 
Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir because to change moldy, old 
values to new, more progressive and innovative values 
took time. The people expected changes to be made in 
the blink of an eye. This, of course, is ridiculous. Those 
who expected Islamic values to be adopted progressively 
also were hurt because they saw no radical changes. They 
talked about creating an Islamic nation with an Islamic 
constitution and laws. 


Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir stressed Islamic values such as 
honesty, hard work, trustworthiness, and so on rather 
than the creation of Islamic institutions such as the 
Islamic Bank, the International Islamic University, and 
TAKAFUL [expansion not found]. The same was true 
for pressure groups who found Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir's 
liberal policies were not what they understood Western 
liberalism to be. 


They also ultimately opposed Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir 
and saw him as being no different from earlier leaders. 
Civil servants in the general sector also, other than being 








With this as a background, he brought Mr Anwar Ibra- 
him and Mr Daim Zainuddin into the UMNO and the 
government and started them in important senior min- 
istries. This also made others feel a little angry with 
Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir. 


But Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir did not tell the whole story. 
What was important to him was that it was better for Mr 
Anwar to be in the UMNO and in the government 
because if the former leader of the ABIM [Angkatan 
Belia Islam Malaysia—Malaysian Islamic Youth Force] 
remained outside the party, he could create problems. 


Mr Anwar’s joining the party was seen by many as 
Mahathir’s biggest success because he coaxed Mr Anwar 
to join the UMNO when he was also being courted by the 
PAS [Parti Islam se-Malaysia—Pan-Malaysian Islamic 
Party]. 


From one aspect, Mr Anwar's joining the party should 
not have been an issue because other UMNO leaders had 
urged him to join the UMNO earlier. Tun Razak was 
said to have done this by offering him a seat in Parlia- 
ment and earlier as the government's delegate to the 
World Agriculture Organization. 


However, at that time Mr Anwar refused and preferred 
to play the role of a critic of the government, and in 1974 
he was arrested for this under the ISA. At that time, Mr 
Anwar perhaps felt that it would be better if he opposed 
the government because he did not agree with many of 
the government's policies which he alleged were corrupt, 
unjust and oppressive. 


Also, if he joined the UMNO, he would not be able to 
make changes because he had not been promised a 
position in the government. He saw how Datuk Sn 
Sanusi Junid, who had joined the UMNO and became a 
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member of Parliament in 1974, was forced to participate 
in a training system or apprenticeship in the UMNO 
before being given a position. 


In view of these developments, he perhaps was not 
interested in joining the UMNO because he was con- 
cerned that he would become one of those individuals 
who were being inculcated with the UMNO culture at 
that time. 


However, it was a different situation under Datuk Sri Dr 
Mahathir. Mr Anwar saw that Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir 
was someone who could appoint him to the position he 
wanted because as president of the UMNO and as the 
prime minister, Mahathir had the power to offer posi- 
tions to those who had faith in him. 


After seeing Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir’s sincerity in exe- 
cuting liberal policies and an open government and in 
freeing ISA prisoners as weil as in his emphatic opposi- 
tion to bribery and in his commitment to Islam, Mr 
Anwar felt that the time had come for him to end his role 
as head of a pressure group and to join the UMNO and 
the government. He made this decision in 1982. In a 
short while, without serving an apprenticeship as other 
junior UMNO leaders before him had been forced to do, 
Anwar was given a seat in Parliament. After the election 
victory, he became a deputy minister, and more than a 
year later, he became a full minister. Actually, Datuk Sri 
Dr Mahathir had done nothing unusual. Prime ministers 
who preceded him had done the same thing. Tun Hus- 
sein Onn, Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, Tan Sri 
Ghazali Shafie, all of them, became full ministers with- 
Out serving as apprentices in the UMNO. 


Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir knew the ramifications of Mr 
Anwar's joining the UMNO. However, because b> was 
prepared to be unpopular, he took the responsibility as 
well as the risk, including that of losing support. 


After bringing Anwar into the government, Datuk Sri Dr 
Mahathir appointed as full minister another public fig- 
ure with whom he was close. He was Mr Daim Zainud- 
din, a millionaire and a successful Malay businessman, 
who became minister of finance in 1984, replacing 
Tengku Razaleigh. This makes it clear that Mahathir 
showed resolve in bringing new men into the govern- 
ment to aid him in carrying out his programs. Datuk Sri 
Dr Mahathir's decisions were aimed at strengthening the 
position of the government and party with qualified 
men. This was misinterpreted by a number of people 
who earlier had supported him. 


They viewed these acts as attempts by Datuk Sri Dr 
Mahathir to set them aside. They gained this impression, 
if true, when they saw that important responsibilities 
such as the organization of the Islamic Bank, the Islamic 
University and so on were divided among public figures 
in whom Mahathir had great confidence. 


MALAYSIA 


When the cabinei was reorganized, these individuais 


there were other allegations that Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir 
was biased. They used the selection of these individuals 
to oppose Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir, as was evident in the 
election of 24 April 1987. 


If this was the case, with Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir heading 
a faction in the party with which he could defend his 
office, UMNO members lost a place to which they could 
turn when they were faced with a problem. Incredibly, it 
was mainly those who opposed Mahathir who had to 
turn to him. If this was the case, then what Datuk Sri Dr 
Mahathir did could easily be misinterpreted. 


When he gave positions in the government solely to 
individuals who had supported him, his leadership was 
accused of having lost the elements of kebapaan [father- 
liness}], and he became merely the head of his faction. 


Also this situation reportedly continued to alienate 
Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir from party members who had 
opposed him earlier. However, Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir's 
problem was thai if he gave positions to individuals who 
did not agree with his line of action, he ultimately would 
be stabbed in the back by them as had happened earlier. 


There no longer is any doubt that when Datuk Sri Dr 
Mahathir instailed Tengku Razaleigh in the cabinet after 
he lost in 1984, for the second time, the race for deputy 
president, even though he was opposed by Datuk Musa, 
Mahathir’s goal was to unite the party. He took this step 
because he saw that Ku Li, although defeated, still had 
the support of almost half of the membership. Of course, 
he could not just ignore Ku Li. 


But this step was also misinterpreted by Musa’s support- 
ers: they thought Ku Li was installed as a minister, not 
because this would unite the party but for Datuk Sri Dr 
Mahathir's own political interest which was to counter- 
poise Musa’s position, which without Ku Li perhaps 
would threaten Mahathir's own position in the end. 


Then Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir was accused of operating 
under a divide and rule policy vis-a-vis Musa and 
Tengku Razaleigh. Both of these individuals had gath- 
ered forces to oppose Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir. 


After this experience, Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir perhaps 
was aware of how important it was for him to give 
positions in the government to UMNO members who 
did not share his views but who would not be interested 
in using such positions to build opposing factions. 


However, this decision also created problems for Datuk 
Sri Dr Mahathir's leadership because he had been repu- 
diated by qualified UMNO leading figures who no longer 
were on his side. 
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Everything he did gives the impression that Datuk Sri Dr 
Mahathir wanted to be a leader who leads and not one 
who is led. 
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More SDP Leaders Quit, Join UMNO 
42130054b Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in Malay 
7 Dec 87 p6 


[Text] Ipoh, Sunday [6 December}—Twenty more Malay 
leaders of the SDP branches in this state have left the 
party while four branches were dissolved -vhen all of 
their Malay members left the party last night to join the 
UMNO [United Malays National Organization]. 


Mr Abu Samah Majid, former deputy president of the 
SDP, who attended the resignation ceremony for eight of 
the chairmen, said they signed resignation letters last 
night. 

“The rest of those who came to meet me last night will 
sign their resignation letters tomorrow,” he said. 


Mr Abu Damah Majid, who was the spokesman for the 
group, said they declared that they were joining the 
UMNO. 


MALAYSIA 


According to him, the four branches that were dissolved 
were Pengkalan Pegoh which was headed by Haji Mohd. 
Nor bin Haji Mohamdd, Kuala Dipang headed by Mr 
Hassan bin Idris Sauk, Kuala Kangsar headed by Mat 
Yunos bin Abdul Munir, and Pangkalan Baru, Gopeng, 
headed by Mr Mohd. Yusof Maya. 


Mr Abu Samah said these branches had more than 300 
members. 


Among the leaders of the branches who signed resigna- 
tion letters last night were Mr Zainuddin bin Itam Abdul 
Samad fof Troso, Sungai Siput], Mr Sulaiman bin 
Buyong (of Chemor), Mr Mohamad Nasir Haji Nordin 
(secretary of the Tanjung Rambutan Branch), and Jama- 
ludin bin Haji Mohamad (secretary of the Pasir Puteh 
Branch). 


A leader at the state level who resigned was Mr Jamali 
Haji Mohamad, Perak’s assistant secretary for publicity. 


Last Friday [4 December], Mr Abu Samah and three 
leaders at the central level in this state were among 161 
members who decided to leave the party to join the 
UMNO. 


Mr Abu Samah said he and several former party leaders 
would visit all branches in this country that had Malay 
members to present their reasons for leaving the party. 


06804/7310 














JPRS-SEA-88-008 
16 February 1988 


Niue Expatriates Protest French Technology Aid, 
Cite Colonial Policies 


42000195 Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD 
in English 15 Dec 87 p 9 


[Text] A French offer to equip Niue with high-tech 
telephones is running into fallout from expatriate island- 
ers in New Zealand. 


The French are offering to spend $800,000 to bring the 
tiny island nation into the satellite communications era, 
but the Niue People Action Party says they are just trying 
to buy friendship in the Pacific. 


Accepting the offer would giv: the appearance of accept- 
ing many of the bad things done in French Polynesia, the 
party claims in an open letter. 


In particular it mentions French nuclear testing and 
France's refusal to grant independence to the indigenous 
people of French Polynesia. 


Accepted 


However, the Premier of Nive since it gained indepen- 
dence from New Zealand in 1974, Sir Robert Rex, has 
apparently already accented the French offer. 


The Niue consular officer in Auckland, Mr Ikipa Tonga- 
tule, said that French technicians had begun preliminary 
work on the project. 


The aid offer was announced after a visit to Nive in 
August by the French Secretary of State for the South 
Pacific, Mr Gaston Flosse. 


Until then France had only ever given small amounts of 
aid such as books and education material, channelled 
through the South Pacific Commission, Mr Tongatule 
said. 

Aid 

And that is the way the action party would like it to stay. 
The Auckland chairwoman of the party, Mrs Lilly Jack- 
son, asked: “How long has France been in the Pacific and 
never looked at Nive until now? 

“We must try and stop the French getting in, but most of 


the people still living on Nive don’t know what is going 
oa 


Dust 


She believed the majority of Niueans would want to stay 
with New Zealand rather than rock the boat by accepting 
French aid. 


NEW ZEALAND 45 


This year New Zealand ts providing Nive with $8.5 
million in aid. The island's total budget is $12 million. 


Niue is also receiving help from the United States to 
improve its roads. 


This programme will seal the most dangerous sections of 
the country’s clay roads and also the roads through the 
12 villages to reduce the dust. 


The chairwoman of the New Zealand branch of the 
action party, Mrs Ema Rowland, said the average 
Niuean was not aware of the deep feeling many of their 
Pacific neighbours held against the French. 


“They feel that any aid is a good thing. 


“We feel it is the party's duty to inform the people of ihe 


Petition 


“We feel Sir Robert Rex made a terrible mistake in 
secking friendship with the French in view of New 
Zealand's attitude towards them and their bombs.” 


In an attempt to force a change of heart by the Niuean 
Government, the action party has begun circulating a 
petition among expatriate Niueans in New Zealand. 


A spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said 
there was no official concern in New Zealand about the 
French aid. 


The head of the Pacific section of the ministry's aid 
division, Mr Warren Searell, said that if the Nivean 
expatriates wanted to change the view of their Govern- 
ment back home, it would be up to them to do so. 


“If they were to do something like accepting military aid 
from Libya, we would be concerned,” Mr Scarell said. 


“But in this case there is no question of us coming down 
heavy. The Cook Islands has already accepted substan- 
tial French aid to repair hurricane damage.” 


Last year the Nivean Government ratified the South 
Pacific Nuclear Free Zone treaty. 


/9604 
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Street Demonstrations, Internal Dissension 
Viewed at NZLP Conference 


42000206 Sydney TRIBUNE in English 16 Dec 87 p 6 


{Article by Peter McPhee: “Divisions Erupt at NZ 
Labour Party Conference”™] 


[Text] A group of unemployed youth had to battle with 
police as they tried to demonstrate outside the New 
Zealand Labour Party conference in November. 


There were five arrests. Sympathetic delegates to the 
conference joined the demor:stration and heckled senior 
cabinet ministers, other delegates shouted abuse back at 
the protesters. 


Inside the meeting, there was similar rancour. Many 
delegates refused to give David Lange the traditional 
standing ovation for the party leader, and the conference 
turned into a four-day attack on the government. 


What caused all this anger? Isn't this the government 
which has earned respect for the way it has stood up to 
the US? 


Basic to the divisions which erupted at the Labour 
conference is the economic strategy the Lange govern- 
ment has pursued since being elected in 1984. 


Known popularly as Rogernomics, the strategy is the 
brainchild of the Finance Minister, Roger Douglas. It 
was Douglas who was the particular focus of hostility at 
the conference. 


He and other senior ministers have pushed through the 
most radical economic reshaping in NZ's history. How- 
ever, it is a radicalism of the right, of the so-called free 
market. 


They have argued that only the removal of internal and 
external barriers to “free enterprise” and initiative can 
encourage or force NZ to trade its way out of indebted- 
ness. 


Restrictions removed 


The Lange government has accordingly removed all 
restrictions on foreign exchange dealings and banking, 
resulting in a hothouse speculative financial atmosphere 
(some of the “big boys” are active here, too: Judge, 
Hawkins, Brierley, Renouf). 


It removed, almost overnight, all subsidies for primary 
industry, causing a rash of bankruptcies of small farmers 
and a consolidation of landholdings by insurance com- 
panies and multinational corporations. Wellington and 
Auckland are a yuppy paradise, but provincial NZ has 
taken a battering. 


NEW ZEALAND 


Manufacturing, too, has been expected to sink or swim, 
and 20,000 jobs have been lost in that sector alone this 
year. Unemployment is now 100,000, about the Austra- 
lian level, and rapidly rising. Maoris and women have 
particularly suffered. 


Government assets have been sold off, and major public 
enterprises (forestry, coal mining, gas, transport, tele- 
communications) have been turned into autonomous 
corporations expected to run like the private sector, 
making profits and shedding “excess” labor. 


The latest example is the Post Office: 432 small branch- 
¢s, about one-third of the total, are to close with the loss 
of 1,200 jobs. 


Finally, arguing that progressive income taxes depress 
initiative, the government slashed tax rates and shifted 
revenue raising to a uniform goods and services tax of 10 
percent which, like any consumption tax, has hit the 
poor hardest. 


Inflation is now running at 18 percent, first mortgage 
interest rates are as high as 28 percent, and real wages 
have declined by 20 percent since 1982. 


Anger and division 


This background explains the anger and division at the 
Labour Party conference. 


The conference took a number of steps to try to force 
cabinet to pursue social democrat objectives. 


They elected as party president Rex Jones, a prominent 
trade unionist who has been openly critical of govern- 
ment policies and used his election speech to launch a 
broadside against Rogernomics. Key positions on the 
executive were also given to leftwingers, who now con- 
trol the party machinery. 


Most importantly, a “Tony Benn” motion was passed 
requiring that any policy remits (resolutions) given a 
two-th.rds majority by future conferences must automat- 
ically become part of the party's election manifesto. This 
is in reaction to the introduction of Rogernomics, which 
had not been part of Labour's 1984 election manifesto. 


A battle is looming. 


On one side, the left is stronger at the organisational level 
of the party and has been encouraged by the election to 
parliament earlier this year of several leading trade 
unionists, notably women, who represent a type of 
socialist left within caucus. 


On the other, Lange, Douglas and their allies deride what 
they call the “bumper sticker” mentality and have made 
it plain that they will ignore conference remits which 
contradict their own agenda 
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Like Hawke, Keating, Button and the rest, Lange's inner 
circle is personally and ideologically far more at case 


Lange has recently sought to placate the left 

diplomatic relations with Nicaragua and setting up 
inquiry into pornography, but has made it plain there is 
to be no retreat from the brave new world of Rogerno- 
mics. 


This is one reason why Lange and Hawke got on so well 
during the latter's visit to NZ in late November. Another 


sector, and a buoyant speculative capitalism. 


Ironically, the election of Rex Jones as president of the 
Labour Party shows the weakness of the rank-and-file 
challenge to Lange. As secretary of the Engineers Union, 
deals with management, his hostility to leftwing unions, 
and the lack of democracy in his own unions. 


He will make all the right-sounding noises, but will 
deflect popular discontent within the party into “respon- 
sible” debate. 


in the end, the Lange government has set back the labor 
movement many decades in NZ, and there is not a lot 
loyal party members can do about it. 
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Maori Group Links Ethnic Issues With Nuclear 
Concerns 


42000170 Sydney TRIBUNE in English 
25 Nov 87 pp 8-9 


[Article by Stephen Long: first two paragraphs published 


in italics] 


[Text] Nerissa Te Patu, a Maori woman, and Marie 
Laufiso, a Samoan-born activist, are members of Te 
Whanau Matariki, a group of indigenous women and 
men in Aotearoa working for a Nuclear Free and Inde- 
pendent Pacific (NFIP). 


For Marie, Nerissa and their peoples “independent” and 
“nuclear free” are indivisible terms and goals. Matariki's 
baseline is independence for the peoples of Aoetearoa 
(New Zealand) and the Pacific, for indigenous peoples to 
retain control of their lands, seas and cultural traditions. 
Stephen Long spoke to them for Tribune when they 
visited Australia as guests of the Australian Anti-Bases 
Campaign Coalition. 


NEW ZEALAND 


When peace activisis come together in Ausiralia—as 
they did at Alice Springs in October—you're likely to see 
more than a few car bumper stickers and T-shirts with 
slogans praising New Zealand's anti-warships stand. 


Marie and Nerissa were surprised to find that their 
country is held up as something of a beacon by the 
Australian peace movement. 


“From our perspective,” Marie says, “there's been very 
little progress in Aotearoa. Lange's stand was a response 
to years of hard work from the peace movement and it's 
bunking it. He would compromise it if he could.” 


the nuclear cycle and colonisation. We have to live with 


the hands of European “education™ and law. 


Working, through the NFIP movement, with indigenous 


Young people, in particular, have experienced a strong 
sense of alienation and loss of identity. 


“Many have responded by forming gangs—the Black 

Powers, the Mongrel Mobs, Highway 51. Some of these 

gangs have been politically active—they were involved 

in the Springbok tour protests. Others are just trying to 

gmt who they are, working among their own people 
survival. 


Women have been at the forefront of anti-nuclear and 
independence struggles in Aotearoa, and, says, Nerissa, 
the experience of working with women has been encour- 
aging. 


“Women are the oppressed of the oppressed, so their 
understanding of struggle is a lot broader than that of 
most men. A lot of the most effective work, too, has 
come from women. 
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“Of course we encounter sexism within our own culture, 
but a lot of that stems back to colonisation. The role of 
women was more important within Maori tribes 150 
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the same time some Maori men are beginning 
the issues of culture and sexism, and how 
together. 

“White people in Aotearoa—even among 
movement and sections of the lefi—have 
willing to re-evaluate their own culture. 
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“Much of the white peace movement sees 
nuclear struggle as a single issue,” says Maric. “ 
it's one aspect of 400 years of colonisation. 


“Many white activists have a very short lifetime within 
the struggle,” comments Nerissa. “Others seem to treat it 
like a hobby, an intellectual commitment. They can do a 
little then return to the material comforts of a comfort- 
able home. 
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“Most Blacks don't have those options. And to me, 
political commitment doesn't work like that—you can't 
just turn it on and off again.” 


Through NFIP and Corso, a New Zealand aid and 
development agency, Marie and Nerissa have been forg- 
ing links with the white left, and ing awareness of 


colonisation issues among white people. But ultimately 
they say, whiters must take the responsibility for educat- 
ing themselves. 





“It makes me laugh the way white people are taking up 
consensus, as if it's something new. That sort of decision 
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UP Audience Discuss National 
Ramos. Security 





420002046 Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in 
English 16 Dec 87 pp 12-17 


[Article by Benjamin Pimentel, Jr: “What's Happening 
To Our Country, General?” passages in italics or all caps 
as published] 


[Text] A big poster greeted the General as he entered the 
Faculty Center Conference Hall at the University of the 


But the Genera! must have been pleased as punch by the 
tome he left the Diliman campus. He had scorcd signif- 
and could even claim to have swept a number of students 
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We do not sce any threat from any external source,” he 
began. “If there is any at all, at most it is potential.” 


some 

“The Communists Terrorists—or CTs, as we call them— 
were involved in 2.600 violent incidents from January | 
to October 31 of this year.” 


ne en eee ee ee 


The government, the General said, enjoys a favorable 
advantage in the casualty ratio with the NPA. roughly 3 
to 4. 


“The CPP-NPA continues to impose its progressive 
taxation or PT scheme, which is actually extortion. The 
estimated annual collection in the Philippines during the 
last two years is some P150 millon. 





The entire plan is “now in the later stages of Phase Onc, 
meget kd. ath eceacetieaiaaaracemamaa 


The next mayor Moro group is the Moro Islamic Liber- 
ation Front (MILF), led by Hashim Salamat. According 
to AFP estimates, the MILF has 3,300 men with 2.500 
firearms. It is active in Region 12. 





The smallest group 1s the MNLF-Reformist Group led by 
Dimas Pundato. it has 540 men in the Lanao provinces, 
with about 480 firearms. 


“The MNLF has reverted to its original demand of 
secession, allegedly due to the refusal of the government 
to implement the Tripoli Accord without any plebiscite. 
The MNLF has reportedly applied for regular member- 
ship in the Organization of Islamic Conference, or OFC, 
apparently to gain diplomatic leverage during the peace 
talks and to assume a stronger belligerency status. 


“The representatives of the three MNLF factions have 


refuses to honor the 1976 Tripoli Agreement. 


“They have also proposed to Nur Misuari the establish- 
ment of a Provisional 
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The General po:nted to the National Reconciliation and 
Development 


from the AFP itself. A loan of about P9,000, which is 
half of the estimated value of an M-16 rifle, is given to 
every surrenderee. 


“lt is called loan but it is really payment for the turning 
in of the firearm. It is a loan with the M-16 as collateral. 
The guy who gets the loan never repays the P9,000, so 
the government never returns the collateral,” the Gen- 
eral quipped. 


Pretty smart, huh” 


“The other half of the paymer’ for the firearm consists 
of non-military inputs such as vocational training, agri- 
cultural training, farm animals, seedlings, fertilizers and. 
if it ts feasible in the area, even a piece of land or a 
garden or even a rewdential lot. 


“Through this progrim, the government cxpects to 
attract some 5,000 anned rebel returnees every year who 
will turn on $,.000 firearms However, inasmuch as this is 


really a mew concept and a new program that has not yet 
seeped in thoroughly im the rural countryside, we are a 
little short im our expectation insofar as the number of 
regular NPAs who have surrendered are concerned. We 
have, however, been able to attract the so<alled mass 
base, those who are only sympathizers or supporters of 
the CPP-NPA.” 


According to the General, 5,000 regular NPA guerrillas, 
5,000 CPP-NPA activists and 44.900 mass supporters 
have taken advantage of the government rebel surrende- 
ree program. 


“If we fail in this task,” the General affirmed, “the roots 
sometime, somewhere, perhaps to finally overcome or 
the flatlands.” 
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between American and Filipino authorities in intelli- 
gence work. 
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That was almost like saying that Marcos had won the 
snap elections, and it was met by jeers and hoots from 
the crowd. But the catcalls did not deter the General 
from affirming further, “We feel we are better than them 
in counter-insurgency. We have the capability to deal 
with our problems.” 


After all, the Yanks screwed up Vietnam, didn't they? 


Professor Miranda raised the curious point that, despite 
a decrease in sympathy for the CPP-NPA., there has bee 
an increase in underground activities such as military 
offensives and fund-raising. 


Raising this same point, Professor Carolina Hernande-. 
also of the UP political science department and a noted 
analyst of the AFP. remarked: “These developments 
would indicate one of two things. The CPP-NPA prob- 
ably think that the insurgency has reached a level of 
strategic stalemate with government, therefore, they can 
do the things that they are doing now. Or, they are 
probably losing mass support.” 


On the issue of US intervention, Professor Hernandez’s 
proposal that the country’s mutual defense agreement 
with the United States be abrogated was met with 
resounding applause. “The US presence,” said Hernan- 
dez. “complicates our insurgency problem. This has been 
manifested in the recent attack against American person- 
ne! at Clark and the NDF threats against American 
supporters of the Aquino government.” 


Hernandez noted that “we have a much more highly- 
educated, highly-informed military, who feel that they 
can take over the functions of the civilian government.” 
She cited the military expansion which began in 1972 
and the breakdown of civilian political institutions that 
used to have control powers over the military as factors 
for the “breach of the principle of civilian supremacy 
over the military.” 


P.N. Abinales of the Third World Studies Center com- 
mented. “We have to disabuse ourselves of the illusion 
that the military can be forced to return to its earlier [role 
as} an obedient robot who, like the horsemen in ‘The 
Charge of the Light Brigade.” do not question why, but 
just follow orders and die. What we have now is a 
military capable of articulating comprehensive political 
views, perhaps better than a lot of university professors, 
defending its corporate interests with elan, believing in 
its administrative capability beyond its normally defined 
role and having its own sense of socia! vision.” 


“The issue now,” Professor Hernandez observed, “is 


how to restore civilian supremacy, which 1s the key to the 
harnessing of the military for constitutional democracy. 
One of the key points here is the reeducation and 
reorientation of the soldier. In this regard, it 1s not the 
rank-and-file alone who should be subjected to training 
but also the officer corps. Because of the hierarchical 
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structure of the military, 1 would facilitate their reonen- 
tation and reeducation if the officer corps would be the 
key targets, since they are going to impose the discipline 
and give the commands.” 


But civilian authority, she added. has also contributed to 
the deprofessicnalization of the military. She cited the 
problems that the AFP encountered in the past in dealing 
with the Commission on Appointments “which had the 
tendency to manipulate the military officers up for 
promotion.” Said Hernandez: “The flexing of the muscle 
of the Commission on Appointments that I have been 
seeing lately is a matter of serious concern. I hope our 
legislators who are in that commission will take seriously 
some lessons from the past.” 


The lady professor also criticized the formation of vigi- 
lante groups as “short-sighted and very near-term,” 
citing the “tendency to fanaticism of some of the people 
involved.” She asked: “Do they [vigilantes] have the 
capacity for discipline and reason discernment? Do they 
know the law? If the peace and order problem abates, can 
we dismantle the vigilantes, seeing that we have not even 
dismantied the CHDF as mandated in the Constitution, 
or the private armies of politicians?” 


UP student council chairman David Celdran, for his 
part, denounced the “increasing militarization of our 
society, the increasing repression we are feeling even 
inside the campuses.” 


“Is total strategy.” he asked, “jusi a euphemism for total 
wa 


Celdran then presented the General with a proposal, an 
AFP-UP Student Council Accord, which will guarantee 
“freedom from unwarranted military interference and 
intrusion on the campuses.” The proposed accord, 
apparently a reaction to the PUP incident, is similar to 
the Ministry of National Defense-Students Accord 
signed in 1980 and unilaterally rescinded by then 
Defense Chief Juan Ponce Enrile in 1985. 


In the UP Student Council proposal the military may not 
enter the campus (it 1s not clear if this means just the UP 
campus or all campuses, as provided for in the 1980 
Agreement) “unless with the approval of the duly-recog- 
nized student representative body and school adminis- 
tration.” 


To the proposal, the General replied, “Give us a little 
time to study this. But let me add one more thing which 
1 consider desirable and which | will include in this 
accord—we will coordinate fi, \t with the president of the 
University of the Philippines before any action of this 
nature is taken. That is not listed among your condi- 
tions.” 


The General seemed to be saying: I'm more radical than 
you, kid. Actually, the UP president 1s covered by the 
clause “duly-recognized school administration.” 
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“At least I should have one palakpakan from the UP 
President,” cracked the General. UP president Jose 
Abueva, with the help of the audience, humored the 
General. 


“But I'd like to say this to student council chairman 
Dave Ceidran,” the General continued. “I do hope that 
your perceptions of the AFP, as well as of the insurgency 
problem, are not based primarily on the situations and 
incidents that have taken place at the PUP. That is not 
typical of AFP policy. It is not really what we are trying 
to achieve toward better civilian-military relations. Per- 
haps it was also not a very good public relations effort. 
But we must look at this in its entire context. We must 
remember that in Metro Manila 128 police officers and 
military men have been assassinated this year. | leave it 
at that.” 


The General ended his talk with an affirmation of the 
AFP’s thrust next year. 


“The primary effort in 1988 will still be the destruction 
or the neutralization of the armed enemy. This, ladies 
and gentlemen, is not search-and-destroy, US-style. This 
campaign is addressed to the armed enemy, not to 
civilians, not to the campuses.” 


The audience once again broke out into jeers, as though 
saying: Tell that to the Marines, Eddie. 


“But we will also intensify support for the reconciliation 
efforts of the government. This has not stopped. The 
governmeni, at all levels, continues to exert maximum 
effort to bring everybody back toward the Center. We 
aim for everyone to agree on a common objective, a 
common direction, a common plan of action so that our 
ship of state, regardless of how leaky it is right now, will 
not continue to be leaky, but shall be able to traverse the 
dangerous waters through which it must pass and reach 
the promised land which you and I all aspire for.” 


Did the General perhaps see himself as Moses” 
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[Report of the U.S.-Philippine Fact-Finding Mission led 
by Ramsey Clark, 20-30 May 1987—three part report] 
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[Excerpts] 
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The Fact-Finding Team 


Ramsey Clark, former U.S. Attorney General, interna- 
tional human rights lawyer. 


Gerald Horne, Professor of history and law, Sara Lawr- 
ence College, special counsel, Local 1199, Hospital 
Workers Union; former executive director, National 
Conference of Black Lawyers. 


Ralph McGehee, 25-year-veteran CIA officer, recipient, 
Career Intelligence Medal, author, “Deadly Deceits, My 
25 Years in the CIA.” 


Catherine Pinkerton, CSJ, legislative associate, “Net- 
work”: A Social Justice Lobby; past president, U.S. 
Leadership Conference of Women Religious. 


Lester Edwin J. Ruiz, associate managing editor, 
ALTERNATIVES: A JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL 
TRANSFORMATION AND HUMANE GOVER- 
NANCE; adjunct professor of ethnics, New York Theo- 
logical Seminary. 


Leonard Weinglass, international human rights attorney, 
counsel for political/criminal defendants in the US. 


Introduction 


With the collapse of the peace talks between the Aquino 
government and the National Democratic Front (NDF) 
in February of this year, the almost 2-decade-long civil 
war has taken a turn for the worse. The New Armed 
Forces of the Philippines (NAFP), under the cover of 
President Corazon Aquino’s February “declaration of 
war” speech to the Philippine Military Academy, has 
intensified its counter-insurgency operations against the 
New People’s Army (NPA) and its supporters, and 
against the Muslim “rebellion.” 


With the intensification of military operations, right- 
wing, anti-communist vigilante groups began surfacing 
in different parts of the country. These groups, which 
include the Alsa Masa, the NAKASAKA and the Tadtad, 
have become notorious for harassing, torturing and 
executing Philippine civilians. Despite confirmed 
reports of these gross human rights violations, govern- 
ment and military officials appear favorably disposed to 
these vigilante groups. President Aquino has publicly 
endorsed NAKASAKA as a form of “people's power” 
and an “effective weapon against communism” Secre- 
tary of Defense Rafael lieto has admitted his support for 
the more notorious Alsa Masa. Secretary of Local Gov- 
ernments Jaime Ferrer actively campaigned for the orga- 
nization of these vigilante groups in ail parts of the 
country. To date there are approximately 50 vigilante 
groups in the Philippines. 


Upon the request of numerous Davao-based “cause- 
oriented” groups, the Philippine Alliance of Human 
Rights Advocates (PAHRA) petitioned the Presidential 
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Committee on Human Rights (PCHR) in early March of 
this year to conduct an investigation into the activities of 
the Alsa Masa. Citing the report from an investigation 
conducted by the Ecumenical Movement for Justice and 
Peace (EMJP) 5-9 March 1987, PAHRA alleged that the 


| tor sar ta 
clearly voluntary” (Malaya, 20 March 1987). This advice 
has still to be acted upon by the Aquino government. 


In the meantime, human nghts violations attnbuted to 


= 


and Wilfredo Pelingon by elements of the 431st Philip- 
pine Constabulary company and members of the Alsa 
Masa; the gruesome murder by decapitation of Agustin 
Logo and Peter Alderite by members of the fanatical sect 
Tadtad; the destruction of community-based projects in 
Dumalag, Davao, by Alsa Masa members, as well as the 
fear and intimidation that is felt by many in the villages 
where these vigilante groups operate, are only a few 
examples of increasing militarization in the Philippines. 


In the light of these conditions, PAHRA requested the 
formation of the Fact-Finding Delegation to investigate 
vigilante violence in the Philippines. Former U.S. Attor- 
ney General Ramsey Clark, headed the six-person fact 
finding team. The team visited the Philippines from 20 
to 30 May 1987. 


During their stay in the Philippines, members of the 
team traveled to the islands of Mindanao, Cebu, Negros 
and Luzon. They interviewed civilian and military offi- 
cials, members of cause-oriented and human rights 
groups and the victims and relatives of victims of 
vigilante atrocities, including Bishop Antonio Fortich, 
whose outspoken stance against human nghts violations 
resulted in the infamous bombing of his official resi- 
dence earlier this year. The vigilante group Kristiano 
Kontra Komunismo (Christians Against Communism) 
took credit for the attack. 


The team dialogued with members of the Council of 
Leaders of the National Movement to Disband Vigilan- 
tes (NMDV). Meeting at the residence of the late Jose 
Kiokno, former chairperson of the Presidential Commit- 
tee on Human Rights participants included Constitu- 
tional Commissioners Ponce Bennagen and Lino 
Brocka, Roman Catholic Bishop Antonio Nepomuceno, 
U.S. missionaries Fr Thomas Marti and Carolyn and 
Dave Shrock-Schenk, author Armando Malay and peas- 
ant leader Raphael Mariano. 


The team interviewed military and government officials, 
both local and national, about their efforts to prevent 
these human rights violations and the official position of 
the government and the military concerning vigilante 
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groups. Team members met with Lt Col Franco Calida, 


[Signed] The International Fact-Finding Mission to the 
Philippines—9 June 1987 


Historical Background 


The resurgence of nght-wing vigilantism in the Philip- 
pines can be better understood if viewed against the 
backdrop of an intensifying crisis in the political, eco- 
nomic, and cultural life of the Filipino people. 


In the late 1960s Filipinos began to experience a growing 
sense of national agitation not felt before, at least not in 
ee aoe 

due, in large measure, to hardships resulting from cen- 
turies of colonial and neo-colonial domination. The 
Spanish “encomienda™ system established a landed ars- 
tocracy which eventually formed the politico-cconomic 
infrastructure for a “culture of patronage” in which a 
wealthy few control the vast majority of the nation's 
resources while the poor majority are made to rely on the 











On 21 September 1972, Ferdinand E. Marcos, then 
president of the Republic of the Philippines. placed the 
entire Philippine archipelago under martial law. A grow- 
ing Outcry from the poor and those who resented the use 
of the U.S. military bases to facilitate the war against 
Vietnam, combined with a series of events, many of 
which were staged, created the crisis atmosphere which 
seemed to warrant the temporary imposition of martial 


against the Moro people. The rapid growth of the New 
People’s Army not only confirmed what some interna- 
tional observers had called the Philippines’ “drift to the 
left” but evidenced the steadily declining legitimacy of 


by the Marcos dictatorship. Despite the fact that, as 
mentioned before, the crisis had deep roots in a colomal 


past, primary responsibly for the crisis was increasingly 
attributed to Marcos. 


The intensifying crisis was also being noticed by inter- 
national observers. The International Commission of 
Jurists, Amnesty International, the Lawyers’ Committee 
for International for International Human Rights. and 
agencies of the United Nations, the Vatican, and the 
World Council of Churches documented and reported 
on cases of arbitrary arrest, detention, torture, murder, 
“hamietting,” and summary execution carried out by 
military troops, Civilian Home Defense Forces, and 
other paramilitary groups and “private armies.” These 


solid and broad opposition to the dictatorship. With the 
disaffection of the business community, the huge protest 
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rebellion ousted Ferdinand Marcos from power, it left in 
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the National Democratic Front (NDF) and held peace 
talks secking a comprehensive and peaceful solution to 
the insurgency. 


At the same time, however. the New Armed Forces of the 
Philippines continued its counter-insurgency operations 
against the National Democratic Front, the Communist 
Party of the Philippines and the New People’s Army. 
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The Presidential Committee on Human Rights, in its 
Penodic Complaints Inventory the pernod up to 


It os this seeming consolidation of the military, police, 
civihan government and media protected by President 


contest for the Fact-Finding Mission's investigations 
into vigilantism n the Philippines 


28 Oct 87 pp 18-22—Intolerance Toward Muslims, 
Non-members} 
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Davao City, on the island of Mindanao, has an area of 
244,000 square kilometers and is geographically the 
largest city in the world. It has a population of roughly 
800,000, including 375,000 voters. It is noted for its 
agricultural exports, particularly coconut. 


During the Marcos regime, Davao was known as the 
laboratory of the new People’s Army because the NPA 
was active there and was experimenting with programs 11 
hoped to launched elsewhere in the country. Davao now 
serves as the laboratory for the vigilante group known as 
Alsa Masa (Rising Masses). 


The declared intent of the Alsa Masa is to nd Davao of 
NPA insurgents. People in all sectors of society, howev- 
er. especially those who actively advocate social reforms, 
reported incidents of human nights violation by vigilante 
groups. Those who testified before the fact-finding team 
did so at some risk. 


Seventy percent of the population of Davao City are 
urban poor, many of whom have been victims of murder. 
torture, illegal house search and arrest by the military; 
confiscation of property by the military, and Alsa Masa 
harassment. The Alsa Masa also harassed and threatened 
Larry llagan, a congressional candidate who supported 
the cause of urban slum dwellers, and confiscated 
P 300,000 intended for public economic projects. 


Transport workers who had held protest rallies and 
unsuccessfully petitioned the Philippine government on 
the issue of the price of gasoline and other needed 
commodities feel that their protests, petitions and rallies 
have generated abuse from the Alsa Masa. One labor 
leader, Felipe Abundo, was killed by the Alsa Masa. 
which then threatened to kill 21 more leaders if they 
failed to comply with Alsa Masa demands. 


The United Workers of Southern Mindanao, who num- 
ber 15,000 and are affiliated with the Kilusang Mayo 
Uno have also been under attack. also Masa members 
killed Federico Fuentes, a labor leader, at the }0 Decem- 
ber 1986 rally to mark the first day of the ceasefire 
between the Philippine government and the National 
Democratic Front. On 28 april 1987 another labor 
leader, Peter Alderite, was hacked to death with bolo 
knives by members of the Tadtad, a vigilante group 
associated with the government-endorsed NAKASAKA. 
Other abuses include the arrest, without an arrest war- 
rant, of Roman Lopez on 18 March 1987, and the 
confiscation of 15,000 from the union. 


Laborers and farmers reported threats from Li Col 
Franco Calida, commander of the Davao City Metropol- 
itan Distinct Command (the national police force), that 
they must “surrender™ by a certain date or be considered 
NPA members or supporters and be subject to military 
operations. In fact, the military dropped |4 bombs on 3 
neighborhoods where the people did not surrender. 
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“warlord” politicians behind former Defense Minister 
Enrile and the emergence of Islamic revivalist groups 
espousing anti-nationalist principles. 


On 22 May 1987, the morning following the team’s 

ing the testimonies of Alsa Masa victims, the team 
left the Maguindanao Hotei and encountered Jun Pala, a 
radio commentator known as the “Voice of the Alsa 


ing team’s meeting of the previous evening as a confer- 
ence of communist groups attended by Soviet journal- 
Ists. 


Estuart, merrencting fda Mog ya 
whenever Alsa Masa members go into a barangay they 
are accompanied by the military. He said that the 
military controls the weapons and provides the basic 
training for the Alsa Masa leaders. 


Estuart denied that the city government supports the 


stop the Alsa Masa. The visit of Jaime Ferrer, Aquino’s 
Local Government's secretary, did, however, signal Phil- 
Ippine government support, according to Estuart. 


Li Col Franco Calida, commander of the Metropolitan 
District Command in Davao city, is a known supporter 
of the Alsa Masa. When fact-finding team members 
interviewed him in his office, Calida emphasized that 
there are no forms to sign, no formal membership for 
Alsa Masa. He said it exists “in the hearts and minds of 
the people.” When asked, “what if a person refuses to 
join the Alsa Masa?” Calida replied, “Then they are 
choosing sides. There can't be any middie ground.” 


In recruiting Alsa Masa members, Calida said “I go out 
to the people. The people and leaders have a list of 
members. When NPA sympathizers are identified, peo- 
ple report in writing the names of those against the 
movement. Those identified are given a warning and 
later brought before the people.” 


When asked about the members of Alsa Masa bearing 
arms, Calida replied that once leaders are chosen, they 
become paramilitary, they are armed. He also stated that 
the Alsa Masa is an organization within the military. 
When the fact-finding team questioned both Calida and 
Estuart about human nights violations committed by 
vigilante groups, both rephed tha! they were investigat- 
ed. 
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In terms of U.S. involvement, Calida said that he was 


he had participated in the United states, one at Fort Lee, 
Virginia, and one at Fort Bragg. North Carolina. More 
recently, he said that U.S. Embassy officials had met 
with him and were interested in the similarities between 
Alsa Masa and cEntral American counter-insurgency 
Strategies. It is widely alleged in Davao that Calida has 

met frequently with William Parker of the United States 
information Ageacy (USIA). 


It is also i to note an American hero of 
Calida’s. On the wall behind his desk, below the pictures 
of President Aquino and General Fidel Ramos, he has a 
large laminated poster of Cobra, a character played by 
Sylvester Stallone of “Rambo” fame, with the caption 
“Crime is a disease, meet the cure.” 


Davao del Sur 


NAKASAKA (People United for Peace) is another well- 
known vigilante group. It was organized by Douglas 
Cagas, governor of Davao del Sur Province and Colonel 
Jesus Magno, the regional military commander. The 
movement is described as “unarmed” and “non-vio- 
lent™; however, its members arm themselves with bolo 
knives. One member organization of NAKASAKA, 
known as the Tadtad has chopped two people to death in 
the last few months. NAKASAKA has been endorsed by 
President Corazon Aquino as a “concrete manifestation 
of people power” and an “effective weapon against 
communism.” 


Lt Col Sumaoy, who works with Col Magno, describes 
NAKASAKA in terms of the “people-power revolution.” 
He said it was modeled after the Alsa Masa, but differed 
radically in that people were “unarmed,” and that the 
members are“law-abiding citizens.” According to 
Sumaoy, all citizens are expected to join NAKASAKA. It 
is the citizen's duty to report “bad elements” in the 
community and to warn when strangers enter. he said 


that membership is voluntary, but those who refuse to 
join will be asked to defend their decision. 


When asked about the case where NAKASAKA vigilan- 
tes beheaded a labor leader, Col Sumaoy responded that 
the incident had been “unintentional.” He added that 
even the relatives of the slain man had not protested. 


Governor Douglas Cagas, a human mghts lawyer who 
had been a staunch opponent of Marcos, originally 
initiated NAKASAKA. When fact-finding team mem- 
bers met with him, he cited nPA abuses as the impetus 
for forming the organizations. 


According to Cagas, NAKASAKA 15 a quasi-police group 
that 1s authorized to make citizen's arrest and has set up 
checkpoints along the roads because of “the will of the 


people.” 


Col Sumaoy had said that people could be 
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stopped at the checkpoints if they were carrying “Marx- 
ist materials.” Cagas said they could not be arrested for 
that, but only for actually being a Marxist. 


When questioned about the brutal chopping murder of a 
labor leader, Cagas said that President Aquino was 
definitely embarrassed since she had expressed support 
for unarmed vigilantes. However, he denied that Tadtad 
works with NAKASAKA. He also said the corpse was 
beheaded 4 days after death and that “We in the NAKA- 
SAKA have told the farmers to discipline themselves.” 


Cagas denied meeting with General Singlaub or any 
connection with CAUSA or other foreign groups. When 
asked about outside funding for NAKASAKA, however, 
he responded, “I will take money from anyone as long as 
it 1s done publicly.” Asked if that would include the CIA, 
he responded, “Yes.” 


[11 Nov 87 pp 17-22—Cebu Drug Links, Armed Coer- 
con] 


The island of Cebu stretches 140 miles across the Visa- 
yan Sea in the central Philippines. Cebuanos are a 
friendly. proud people known world-wide for the pro- 
duction of lovely guitars. Cebu City, a bustling metrop- 
ols of 1.3 million, accommodates significant industry 
mcluding Times, Fairchild, and a Pepsi botthag plant. 


The International Fact-Finding Team spent one bustling 
day there, interviewing Vice-Governor Democrito Bar- 
cenas, leading clergy. refugees form vigilante violence 
and representatives of labor and human rights groups. 
The clear, over-all consensus was that an anti-commu- 
nist hysteria along with vigilante violence had increased 
markedly in recent months. 


The team also learned thas the United States Informa- 
tron Service (L/SIS) had sponsored lectures on the “evils 
of communism” and distributed literature of the same 
tenor to top ranking students in the area who were then 
encouraged to form associations to combat it. Materials 
form CAUSA International (the political arm of the Rev 
Moon's Unificatron Church), an extreme rightist group, 
is freely available from USIS and similar literature is 
distributed through the USIS library. Representatives of 
student groups told the team that these activities have 
been going on since 1984. 


Simultancously. the team heard, through an article in the 
PHILIPPINE INQUIRER (24 May 1987) and through 
direct interviews, that retired major General John K. 
Singlaub had appeared recently at the office of the Task 
Force Detainees (TFD), a Roman Catholic human nghts 
organization, pretending to be a German journalist. 
Singlaub was allegedly accompanied by a leading anti- 
communist commentator Soe Son. They were secking 
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information on TFD operations. The TFD worker rec- 
that he was not authorized to give out information and 
that they should return later. The alleged conversation 
lasted about 15 minutes. 


An Australian researcher suggested that publicity about 
Singlaub may just be a diversion. The researcher sug- 
gested that more attention should be paid to John 
Whitehall, an Australian who resides in Long Beach, 
California and serves as vice-president of the World 
Christian Anti-Communist Crusade. Whitchall has been 
in and out of the Philippines 14 times in recent months 
and has close ties to Jun Alcover, another anti-commu- 
nist activist who recently visited the United States under 
the auspices of Whitehall and the World Anti-Commu- 
nist League (WACL), of which Singlaub is the chairman. 
Alcover returned to cebu from the U.S. bragging that he 
had spied on U.S.-based Philippine support groups. 


Whitehall associates with the Alliance of Democracy and 
Morality, an organization linked with the Philippine 
Ministry of Defense, a relationship that was particularly 
strong when Juan Ponce Enrile was defense minister, but 
which has survived his departure. Whitchall has been 
distributing hysterically anticommunist literature to the 
Philippine military and was muisrepresenied as bearing 
the office stamp of the Australian government. 


When the team questioned defense Minister Rafael Iieto 
responded “What's wrong with trying to educate our 
people against communism”” Though he denied meeting 
Singlaub except “socially,” others said that Singlaub had 
met with Ileto as well as with Peping Cojuangco (Presi- 
dent Aquino’s politically active brother), Finance Min- 
ister Jaame Ongpin, former Defense Minister Juan Ponce 
Enrile, General Felix Brawner, and Teodoro Locsin Jr., 
Aquino’s speech writer who opened many doors for 
Singlaub. 


Vice-Governor Democrito Barcenas told members of the 
team that John Singlaub had spoken with military offi- 
cials in Cebu and that it was “very possible” that the CIA 
was involved in the vigilante violence and anti-commu- 
nist activity. He observed that Jun Alcover was receiving 
funding from CAUSA and that Cebu General Abenina 
had visited the CAUSA meeting in manila. He also said 
that a local radio station, DYCA, received 2 million 
pesos from the Frederick Ebert foundation, a German 
organization rumored to be a CIA front. The Trade 
Union Congress of the Philippines owns the station 
which also receives moncy from the National Endow. 
ment for Democracy. DYCA, which previously was 
linked to Marcos, has been whipping up waves of ant- 
communist hystena. 


With regret, he commented, “If you want to be successful 


politically, you must not antagonize the U.S. and if you 
want to win elections, you must court US. influence.” 





Barcenas testified that the Alsa Masa has ties 
Philippine Constabularly (the national police force 
that the fanatical vigilante group known as the Tadtad 
has links with the military. Recently Tadtad members 
shot a police officer and sought refuge with the military, 
increasing tensions between the police and military. 


The Cebu copper and gold mines, the largest in Asia, 
export to the United States and Australia. They are 
owned by the extravagantly wealthy Soriano family. The 
Southern Philippine Federation of Miners, the major 
labor union there is affiliated with the Kilusang Mayo 
Uno (KMU), a grassroots, progressive national labor 
federation. But KADRE. a vigilante group with 2,000 
members that 1s armed and supervised by the military 
and supported by the mine owners, has been forcing 
minors to sign up with them. KADRE members report- 
edly include maryuana growers and ex-<ivilhan Home 
Defense Force members. Jun Alcover, a KADRE leader, 
reportedly put a gun in the mouth of a miner's wife and 
tried to force her to confess to being a member of the 


New People’s Army. 


The team also visited an evacuation center which used 
schools to house refugees from vigilante threats and 
violence. Beginning in January of 1987, the Citizens 
Against Communism Army (CACA) has been trying to 
force residents of the town of Toledo to buy 1.D. cards 
bearing the signature of Jun alcover that cost 10 pesos 
($.50). If they refuse, they are branded “communists.” 
Some who refused to join were killed. Many of the 
vigilantes are mariyuana planters and if the refugees 
refused to plant maryuana, they were labelled “commu- 
nists.” Since 1982, the military has been using helicop- 
ters to pick up the marijuana. 


More refugees were housed at the Guadalupe Parish 
Church. They too, had fled vigilante terror after they 
refused to join. Members of the Tadtad group, many in 
military fatigues and carrying bolos and guns had been 
harassing them to join, by strafing and burning houses 
and saying they would be massacred if they refused to 
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join. Many joined the vigilantes out of fear. Those who 
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produced in the Philippines comes form 
Occidental. Consequently, a province that could 
of millions of people, has enriched a 
ilies and impoverished most of its peopie. 
Close to 70 percent of the approximately 2 million 
inhabitants suffer malnutrition. The one third of the 
population that is urbanized, half in Bacolod City, lives 
overwhelmingly in slums. 


Mi 
tit 


Negros Onental, the rougher and more sparsely settled 
par t of the island with less than | million people is 
populated primarily be persons originally from nearby 
Cebu than to Negros Occidental. Poorer and more rural, 
without great private wealth to help enforce order, 
Onental Negros has presented a greater challenged to 
military government. Law enforcement there 1s directed 
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The plight of sugar workers, always 
ened in the mid 1980s when U.S. sugar purchases 
declined dropping production in Negros by 30 percent in 


out of the year when the mills are operating, were thrown 
out of all work. 


hundred families displaced, acrial bombardments.. 
acrial strafing. helicopter gunship strafing, of 
animal, torture, sexual molestation, disappearances, sys- 
tematic unlawful arrests and searches, mortar fire into 
villages. summary exccutions or “salvaging™ as i is 
called im the Philippines, the church schools and a 
figures 1s a radical trend toward greater militarizat 
this island. 


5 
2 


Perhaps the clearest demonstration of the motives 
behind the militarization and of the conditions that exist 
on Negros 1s a few specific illustrations of the nature of 
the targets and methods of operation. 


In a famous, more accurately infamous, act of violence 
in the early minutes of 28 Apri, a fragmentation grenade 
was thrown into the courtyard of the Domus Dei build- 
ing in Bacolod City, landing just feet away from 
office and bedroom of Bishop Antonio Y. Fortich. 
the grenade landed on the concrete walk rather 
sticking in the mud of the recently watered garden, 
would have entered the passageway to the bishop’ 
quarters. Fortunately, one was in the courtyard, so 
grenade explosion injured no one, though property dam- 
age was extensive. The Kristiano Kontra Komunismo 
(KKK), (Christians Against Communism) took credit for 
the attack. lt is one of many vigilante groups with a 
fanatic religious connection 
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A second incident targeted Eduardo “Bobby” Monte- 
cillo, a 33-year-old father, who is a human nghts worker 
with the Roman Catholic Task Force Detainees. He had 
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the room behind him. Startled, he suddenly stood, 
throwing his arm up. just as a shot aimed ai his head war 
1s Movement caused the bullet to enter and travel 
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BAYAN Official Criticizes Trend Against Left 


42000204c Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in 
English 16 Dec 87 pp 9-11 


{Interview with Etta Rosales by Cynthia P. Allanigue: 
“Undeclared Martial Law”, passages in italics and bold- 
face as published] 


[Text] The recent spate of killings and attempted killings 
in the Philippines victimizing some of the most prominent 
personalities of the Left has created yet another atmo- 
sphere of terror 


As a result, leaders of the legal Left, who claim to be the 
primary targets of right-wing terror squads, have either 
gone into hiding or minimized public appearances. Some 
of them have reportedly not been attending even their 
MeCcelngs 


iecording to cause-oriented organizations, their lead- 
ers—Jimmy Tadeo of the Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pili- 
pinas (KMP), Crispin Beltran of Kilusang Mayo Uno 
(KUM). Loretta Rosales of Bagong Alyansang Makata- 
yan (BAYAN), Fidel Agcaoili of Partido ng Bayan 
(PnB}—are on the “death list™ of ultra-rightist forces, the 
same group, says the legal Left, which was behind the 
murder of BAYAN’s Leandro Alejandro. Loretia Ann 
Rosales, better known as Etta, chairperson of BAYAN's 
Popular Struggles Commission, was recently interviewed 
in a Makati restaurant by Philippine News and Features 
writer Cynthia P. Allanigue 


Leaders of cause-oriented organizations have not been 
heard of much since the assassination of Lean Alejandro. 
Where are the cause-oriented groups now and what have 
you been doing lately? 


We are in the process of adjusting to the fast developing 
situation. | think that all of us are already agreed that 
undeclared martial law is in existence. Even the moder- 
ate groups have started to examine their position. 


If we can't be found lately, it 1s because we are adjusting 
to the present situation whereby we can still function but 
preserve our own organization in the face of these fascist 
onslaughts where the total war strategy of President 
Aquino includes among its targets the dismantling and 
neutralization of cause-onented groups which evidently 
they seem to have branded now as communist fronts. 


Are you then saying that it is another Marcos regime once 
again’ If so, do you anticipate the leaders of the legal 
Left's going underground? 


Yes and no. In terms of policies of repression from the 
State, certainly it 1s going to be very simular. In fact. it 1s 
very. very similar mght now. As Renato Constantino Jr 
puts it. it's like Mr. Marcos never really left 
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Of course, we will bear the brunt of these attacks but the 
difference 1s that we are much stronger now, we are 


bigger. 


The kind of life I am leading now is semi-clandestine. 
Yes. they are really doing everything to force us to go 
underground because once we go underground it will 
strengthen their position that we are illegal so that they 
can attack us with impunity. This is one of the policies of 
the United States, and Aquino has practically capitw- 
lated to that. 


But President Aquino has been very categorical about noi 
following US dictates. 


But there's a lot of difference between vhetoric and 
practice. She can talk about not berg cdetated to and 
that's fine, in the same way that she can form investiga- 
tion groups to investigate the murders. 


I hate to admu ut but Senator [Juan Ponce] Enrile 
happens to be right when he says [National Security 
Adviser Emanuel] Soriano comes out with irresponsible 
Statements, [such as] that the Left wants to make a 
martyr out of [Polytechnic University] president Neme- 
si0 Prudente to embarrass the government. | think the 
government should really be embarrassed not because 
the Left wants to embarrass it but because the govern- 
ment has been making all these pronouncements about 
wanting 10 immvestigate yet it never comes out with 
concrete results. Sonano should take into account the 
government's imcompetence, its inability to respond 
even to the basic demands of the people. 


Frankly, | am shocked at that Suprme Court thing when 
they [police plainclothesmen] abducted Mrs. Felisa 
Marola [a Leyte refugee] in front of the Supreme Court. 
You know what 1s happening now, they are violating 
with impunity what has universally been declared as 
sacred by the general public. The Supreme Court is 
supposed to be respected but there they are, violating the 
law in front of the Supreme Court justices. At least, 
Marcos was more conscious of his image. 


Are you saying that the Aquino government is fiercer than 
the Marcos regime? 


Not because of President Aquino herself but because she 
has capitulated to the US aad the military. Maybe it's 
that she has taken her options to draw the source of 
strength for political survival from the US government, 
the military and other very conservative elements of 
Philippine society, such as big business. She has taken 
her options. Unfortunately, taking such options has 
contradicted and violated the aspirations of the Filipino 


people 


But President Aquino’s supporters say that the Left never 
really gave her a chance, that you were very critical of her 
from the start. 
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During the EDSA upheaval, we were there bul were 
never given recognition. When we marched to Mendiola 
[last February 1986], June Keithly and General [Fidel] 
Ramos were relentless in their attack against BAYAN. I 
cried during that time because I was so hurt by the way 
there were treating us. We were part of the whole thing. 


When Aquino came out with her pronouncements of 
civil disobedience, we supported her. Evea if we boy- 
cotted [the elections], in practice all our political cam- 
paigns were intended to topple Mr. Marcos. 


When she released the political prisoners, we praised her 
to high heavens. But this is not to say that we shall not 
maintain our independence to criticize policies of gov- 
ernment which we think are inimical to the interests of 
the people. 


That the reason why Cory drifted to the Right is because 
the cause-orienied groups pushed her 1s [a claim which] 
puts the cause-oriented groups in a “damned if you do 
and damned if you don't” situation. 


The instability of President Aquino’s government has 
been accounted for, among others, by the restiveness of the 
military. Now that she has adopted the hard-line policy 
against insurgents and suspected rebels, don't you think 
that she has regained control of the military and that her 
government has become more stable? 


It 1s now stable in the sense that it has attained a certain 
measure of political consolidation where President 
Aquino, in very close alliance with General Ramos, has 
emerged to head the dominant political camp in govern- 
ment. It is more stable now in the sense that President 
Aquino and General Ramos are busy consolidating their 
positions and their mass base in the AFP, in the civilian 
bureaucracy and, outside of government, big business. 


Correspondingly, that weakens other threats. i am talk- 
ing about the likes of Colonels Gregorio Honasan, Rey- 
naldo Cabauatan. But | think that, to a certain extent, 
they have succeeded in putting these guys in place. 
General [Edgardo] Abenina of Cebu, for instance, was 
removed but his own men were put in place. 


Isn't the stability of the Aquino government equivalent to 
the stability of the nation? 


Not at all. For a time, in 1987, we saw the continued 
fractiousness within the military and within the civilian 
government, and between the civilian government and 
the military. But while that may have been prevalent in 
the early part of 1987, we now see a relative consolida- 
tion of the Aqu: 
other camps. 


»Ramos camp, and the weakening of 
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Each camp waa! 'o prove thal if is more anti-commu- 
nist than the ocrcs. It's as nidiculous as that. They also 
want to prove that they are in the best position to try to 
put together and reconcile all factional interests. All this 
is addressed to the US government. 


I think that they are missing a very important point here. 
While their main agenda is to provide political stability, 
you can never impose political stability on a hungry, 
impoverished and restive population. Political stability 
is a natural offshoot of social stability. Unless a society ts 
socially stable—which means that people have their jobs, 
that there is hope for progress, that there is going to be 
housing for the urban poor, lands will be distributed to 
the peasants—unless you can provide that, it will forever 
be politically unstable. 


What are the hopes then, from your point of view, for 
economic progress’ 


None at all. All this euphoria of the businessmen? 
[Economist] Ding Lichauco was might when he said 
“Why do you trust the businessmen?” They are very 
impressionable. It was the business sector that hailed 
martial law as “an entry point for social reforms,” and 
look what happened. It's the same business sector that is 
now hailing Cory Aquino’s economic program, which 
means cracking down on workers for foreign capital. 
That's very shortsighted. If they will be honest with 
themselves, I think they will admit that their economic 


program is not long-term at all. 


Given this bleak scenario, what do you think are the 
prospects for local elections? Don't you think you are 
slowly being eased out of the picture’ 


On, yes, we are being marginalized. The prospects for the 
local elections are very dim but it is not to say that we are 
not going to participate. Believe it or not, we will 
participate. My own position is that we should be 
supportive of people who are liberal-minded. | am 
strongly against fielding our own candidates because 
they will be sitting ducks. 


What options then are left to the legal Left? 


I think hardly any. It will have to come from the people 
to assert the options that we should take. 


Don't you think that the mass movement is going to start 
from square one: alienation from the middle class and the 
business sector” 


BAYAN will have to adjust to the new situation. It is not, 
however, entirely like the days when martial law was 
declared. I don't think I am being a cockeyed optimist in 
saying that the experience of martial rule and even the 
short experience of practically two years under the 
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Aquino regime have been able to raise the level of 
political consciousness of the people. These are our 
investments. As long as we are going to work things out 
well, we will survive. 


Where are the leaders of the legal Left’ 


After Lean was killed, we haven't been sleeping in our 
houses. Even the BAYAN office was no longer safe. I've 
heard that we are on the hit list of the military. 


The main threat to the people's democratic nights comes 
from the government itself, not from secondary forces, 
like the “ultra-Right.” I don't call the ultra-Right any- 
more because | don't think there is a difference between 
the political sentiments and stand of the government and 
these guys [the militarists] except that these guys want to 


topple the present government. 
Philippine News and Features 
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Weekly on Military Attempts To Generate Rebel 
Surrenders 


42000204a Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in 
English 16 Dec 87 p 22 


{Article by Horacio Marcos C. Mordeno: “What Price 
Amnesty”] 


[Text] Dinhi sa Dangcagan ang kulang mao na lang ang 
pagpakayab sa bandila sa komunista™ [Here in Dangca- 
gan the only thing lacking is the hoisting of the commu- 
nist flag], declared an Army major in this southern 
Bukidnon town. 


The military has become desperate for results. This was 
observable during a so-called civil-military assembly on 
September 15 at the town's old public market. The 
gathering, which was not Without the usual homilies on 
anti-communism, was attended by roughly 1.000 resi- 
dents, local public officials and officers from the 3/4 
Brigade led by a Mayor Nacario. The major, who talked 
lengthily on the supposed experiences of socialist coun- 
tries, seemed to have been to Siberia and other dreaded 
regions of the Eastern bloc. A Captain Capundag. one of 
the speakers, could have—if it were not for his fatigue 
outfit and sidearm—been mistaken for a fundamentalist 
preacher out to save Dangcagan from the clutches of 
communism. 


After Capundag had explained Executive Order 103 
(President Aquino’s amnesty program), a soldier in 
plainclothes callec on those who wanted to “surrender” 
to come forward. When nobody moved, the irate soldier 
boomed: “Those who will not surrender will be consid- 
ered captured’ Another soldier took the microphone 
and said the military had a list of all suspected members 
and supports of the New People’s Army. Stull, nobody 
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moved. When the names of the suspects were about to be 
read. three persons stood up and said they were “surren- 
dering voluntarily.” One was a discharged CHDF mem- 
ber and the other a former security guard. 


When no one cise “volunteered” the suspects’ names 
were read. The list included a prominent town official! 
Each one was given time to defend himself. cach one 


demied the allegation. 


Past noon, the people were allowed to go home. This 
writer approached another captain (not Capundag) and 
attempted to interview him. His answer was, “You 
better ask my supenors.” However, he revealed only six 
true-blue NPAs in the entire province had surrendered. 
He lamented there had been no efforts to explain Exec- 
utive Order 103 to the people: “Talagang talo kami sa 
propaganda” (we are really losing the propaganda war). 


Six days later, Brig Gen. Mariano Adalem, Deputy 
SOUTHCOM Commander for Region 10, and Brig. 
Gen. Manuel Dizon, 3/4 Brigade Commander, arrived in 
Dangcagan to grace the surrender of—believe it or not— 
300 “rebels.” Vice-Governor Rube Gamolo, a FLAG 
lawyer, was present. too, and acknowledged them as 
“former armed NPAs.” They paraded around the town 
holding aloft placards bearing anticommunist slogans. 


However, reports reaching the Bukidnon office of the 
Task Force Detainees said the so-called surrenderces 
were plain farmers who were forced to attend a three-day 
seminar, the subject of which was not divulged. During 
the seminar, members of the Catholic Women's League 
(CWL) and some barangay officials served as cooks— 
without compensation. 


Rumors were deliberately spread that Fr. Nadz Gamalo. 
the parish priest, and OIC-Mayor Hugo Cabudoy had 
surrendered during the September 15 assembly. On that 
day. Fr. Gamalo was in Davao City and the mayor 
merely gave a talk on the need for unity. 


The same atmosphere of fear has prevaded sitio Buco. 
Dagatkidavao, Valencia town. Several members of the 
militant Kilusang Magbubukid sa Bukidnon (KMB) 
were accused by the 26th IB PA of being NPA members. 
Many of them have evacuated to undisclosed places after 
they were summoned to the detachment located in the 
sitio itself, 


Sometime in the last week of July, Buco residents were 
forced to surrender. The event was witnessed by local 
mediamen. Ronaldo Canoy, 28, who was arrested carli- 
er, was told by the military to surrender as a sympathizer 
and to admit having cooked food for the rebels every 
time they visited the place. Present, too, was a captured 
NPA amazon turned military propagandist. 


A dilemma now haunts the people of Dangcagan and 
Valencia. Whether they “surrender” or not, there is no 
assurance that the harassment will stop. The death of two 





youths allegedly at the hands of the military are still fresh 
in their minds. Last June 5. Jerry Bracero. 16. was 

down at the public plaza in front of so many 
people. Then on July 21, a breadwinner, Wencesiao 
Portolaso, 21. was killed in an alleged encounter. Later. 
however, the soldvers said Portolaso was just mistaken 
for an NPA. They offered P1,000 to his mother, who 
refused the amount. “It cannot bring my son back to 
life,” she told the soldiers. 


The latest blatant act of harassment was the raid on 
September 25 of the Dangcagan-based Magdadaro Foun- 
dation, Inc.. a research institution for farmers. The 
soldiers led by 2L1. Roberto Dumalahay assaulted MFI's 


Reports added that the military had quested the presence 
of a Dutch couple in MFI. 





PHILIPPINES 


It seems the military has become puzzied as to who its 
real enemies are. Judging from events no distinction has 
been made between combatants and noncombatants. 
“Those who are not with us are against ws.” so the line 
goes. Such bigotry has disrupted the people's tranquil 
existence. In fact, the farmers have a self-imposed cur- 
few. if only to escape being tagged as rebels. 


These people are communists” To thes accusation Valen- 
tuna Buenaventura of the Concerned Parents for Justice 
and Peace has this to say: “We are not communists. We 
are God-fearing and peace-loving Filipinos. We don't 
want to become agents of intrigues or be used as counter- 
imsurgency informers. We condemn the military who 
wanted to ram ‘amnesty’ down our unwilling throats.” 


It +s an “amnesty” which the people never asked for. But 
there 1s hardly ume for choices 


(09599 
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Anti-Monarchy Leaflets Elicit Army, Press 
Reaction 


Text of 
42070078 Bangkok NAEO NA im Thai 
9 Dec 87 pp i. 20 


[Unattributed report: “Four Branches of Service Can't 
Bear It Any Longer, Order Action Taken in Case of 


Anti-Monarchy Leaflets™] 


[Text] Supreme Command Headquarters and the army, 
navy. aur fierce, and Police Department issucd an urgent 
statement on 8 December. This was broadcast on radio 
and television nationwide that evening The statement 
sand that everything possible will be done to smash the 


anti-monarchy movement. 


This statement said: “Fellow countrymen, during the 
celebration of the king's 60th birthday on 5 December 
1987. the Thai people showed their great loyalty to the 
head of the nation. This tremendous capression of loy- 
alty and solidarity greatly impressed thc Thai people and 
foreygners and will be recorded im history. 


“Fellow countrymen, at the same time as the people 
showed their great respect for the monarchy, enemies of 
the nation, in the form of people who would destroy the 
monarchy, tned continuously to destroy national securi- 
ty. They took this opportunity to try and tarnish the 
image of the monarchy and reduce its importance in 
order to destroy people's confidence in the monarchy. 
They spread malicious stores about ihe king and other 
members of the royal family. As a part of the state 
apparatus that 1s directly responsible for protecting the 
monarchy as stipulated in the constitution, the military 
cannot sit by idly in the face of such aggressive actions, 
which are troubling the king. The military has shown 
great patrence in order to keep from disturbing the 
celebration in honor of the king's birthday. 


“The military realizes that the security of the monarchy 
is the security of the nation. The factor necessary to 
preserve national security 1s solidarity among the people 
of the country. The military is firmly committed to 
protecting and defending the monarchy. The activities of 
those who want to destroy the monarchy, whether dis- 
tributing documents or making slanderous statements 
about the royal family, will hurt the people of the 
country. Thus, the military cannot sit by idly. We will 
take every measure necessary to smash this movement 
completely 


“The military implores people to remain alert and not be 
misied by these malicious statements about the monar- 
chy. We ask people to cooperate by informing govern- 
ment officials about these activities and by stopping the 
spread of rumors. This statement has been issued to 
inform everyone of this matter.” 


against them.” sand Gen Chawalit im conclusion. 


Isoc Evidence 
Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 10 Dec 87 pp 1. 20 


[Unatiributed report: “Those Behind the Leaflets Said 
To Be People at a Teachers College and Communist 
Terrornsts; ISOC Will Arrest These Two Groups of 
People”) 

[Text] A semor official in the Government House talked 
with NAEO NA about the anti-monarchy movement. He 
said that the Internal Security Operations Command 
[ISOC], which 1s responsible for suppressing the anti- 
monarchy leaflets. has discovered clues about the :den- 
tity of those involved. The Intelligence Subcommittee of 
the ISOC has said that this is the work of a group of 
Patnicipants in the Development of Thailand. People at 
a teachers college are involved, too. 


The same official said that the ISOC Intelligence Sub- 
committee, which 1s composed of representatives from 
the Police Department and the army. navy. and air force. 
18 gathering evidence in order to take action against both 
these groups. 


From the Police Department, there 1s a report stating 
that even though Supreme Command Headquarters and 
the army, navy, air force, and Police Department have 
issued a statement against these leaflets, anti-monarchy 
leaflets are still being circulated. But those doing this are 
now being more careful. They are no longer distributing 
these $ in such a brazen manner as before. 


The contents of these leaflets have changed, and the style 
of writing 1s different. The writing now has a much more 
respectful tone, and the statements are more pointed 
This 1s different from the first leaflets, which used very 
unsuitable language 


A news source in the Police Department said that Police 
Gen Phao Sarasin, the director-general of the Police 
Department, issued an order appointing Police Li Gen 








Soem Charurat, the deputy director-general of the Police 
Department for special affairs. head of a Poloe Depar- 
ment task force to suppress those disiributeng these 
leaflets. Police officials nationwide must investigate this 
and take resolute action against those responsibic 


Mr Phisan Mulasatsathon, the under secretary of mnter- 
or, said that police officials are searching for the culprits 
Arrests are expected in the near future. 


That same day at the Office of the Army Secretary, Maj 
Gen Narutdon Detchapradiyut, the army secretary. told 
reporters that at a meeting of units directly subordinate 
to the army held on 7 December, Gen Chawalit Yong- 
chaiyut, the RTA CINC, ordered commanders at all 
echelons to explain maticrs to their subordinates and 


have them report anything suspicious to their superior 
officers. 


“The police have said that they now have evidence 
concerning the source of these leaflets.” sand May Gen 
Naru‘don. 


An official in the Government House added that Gen 
Prem Tinsulanon, the prime minister, 1s very concerned 
about this. 


Forces Involved in 
Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 11 Dec 87 pp 1. 20 


[Excerpt] Police Gen Phao Sarasin. the director-general 
of the Police Department, was interviewed by reporters 
at the Army Golf Course on 10 December about the 
effort to suppress those who are distributing anti-mon- 
archy leaflets. He said that the police are taking resolute 
action on this matter. This is the direct responsibility of 
the police. The police are cooperating with the army and 
other units to suppress this. The police are giving special 
attention to this in order to arrest the culprits 
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The director-general of the Police Department said that 
the police have also asked the Village Scouts to cooperate 
by serving as the eyes and cars of the police, partecularly 
in highly populated areas and trade centers, which are 
areas where those with bad intentions frequently distrib- 
ute leaflets 


possible to determine “or sure how many of these peopic 
have really had a change of heart. 


However, the same news source said that the actions of 
those circulating these leaflets are in accord with the 
urban struggle of those who are opposed to the monarchy 
and a democratic form of government. 
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“The duty of the Village Scouts 1s to tell the police where 
leaflets are being distributed. If a village scout sees 
someone distributing leaflets, he can inform the police 
directly or he can inform the Village Scouts Center so 
that further action can be taken.” 


Army Chided for “Subversion 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 10 Dec 87 p 9 


[Thoughts From the News column by Prachuap Thong- 
ura “The Military’s Statement”) 


[Text] On the evening of 8 December, Supreme Com- 
mand Headquarters and the army. navy, air force. and 
Pohce Department issued a joint statement over radio 
and tclevisson. The statement can be summarized as 
follows 


Enemies of the nation in the form of an anti-monarchy 
movement have tned to tarnish the image of the mon- 
archy and reduce its importance im order to reduce 
people's faith in the monarchy. They have made harmful 
Statements about the king and other members of the 
royal family 


As part of the state apparatus, the military 1s directly 
responsible for protecting the monarchy as stipulated in 
the constitution. Thus, the military cannot sit by idly in 
the face of such aggressive actions that are troubling the 
kong. The military will do everything possible to smash 
this movement completely. The people should not be 
musied by these malicious statements about the monar- 
chy. They should cooperate by informing officials about 
these activities and stopping the spread of rumors. 


There have been reports that the Police Department has 
ordered the Commussioner's Office of the Metropolitan 
Police and the Special Branch Police to locate the source 
of these leaflets as quickly as possible. Since leaflets first 
began appearing in various locations, from examining 
the leaflets that have bech circulated, « appears that 
about 10 sets of leaflets have been distributed. The 
contents of the leaflets are all similar. Police officials 
have found clues that are expected to lead to those 
behind this 


Prior to this, some newspapers published reports about 
people printing leaflets critical of some members of the 
royal family and about those responsible for distributing 
these leaflets. The police searched several places, includ- 
ing both public and private units. They arrested people 
at several public units who were making Zerox copies. 
Thus, st 1s understood that the police, who are directly 
responsible, are taking action and will soon inform the 


people 


A fact that no one can dispute is that the king is a highly 
respected figure. He has the loyalty of people throughout 
the country. Few other kings have enjoyed such great 
loyalty. This ss evident from the fact thet the people 
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enthusiastically held huge celebrations in honor of the 
king's 60th birthday. No criticism or propaganda could 
shake the people's faith in and loyalty to the king. 


The fact that Supreme Command Headquarters and the 
army, navy, air force, and Police Department issued a 
joint statement saying that they will do everything pos- 
sible to stop those activities damaging to the monarchy 
and royal family shows their great loyalty to the monar- 
chy. In this respeci, they should be supported. But at the 
same tome, there are some points that I think 
should be mentioned in order to ensure that the military 
and police achieve good results in carrying out their 
duties and to prevent people from thinking that they are 

ing the bounds of their authority and infring- 
ing on the nghts and freedoms of the people. 


Even though the constitution states that the mulitary ts 
responsible for protecting the monarchy, that does not 
mean that the military can take action using force—even 
if it 1s part of the state apparatus. ecause if you look at 
the constitutional articles concerned, you will see that 
this subject 1s discussed in the section on state policy. 
Article 56 states that the state must organize military 
forces in order to maintain the independence and secu- 
rity of the state and defend the nation’s interests. Mili- 
tary forces are to be used in fighting or waging war to 
defend the monarchy, to suppress rebellion and insur- 
rection, to preserve the security of the state, and to 


develop the country. 


It's true that the military is part of the state apparatus. 
But if it 1s to carry out a task in accord with this article 
of the constitution, it cannot act until it has received an 
order from the government. And in taking action, it must 
adhere to the law. Just because the military feels that 
some action might affect the monarchy does not mean 
that it can use force or take action independently without 
having to wait for an order from the government. 


As for the government ordering the military to take 
action, this must be a lawful order. In the present case, 
this action does not seem to be supported by any law. If 
they really want to take action, they will have to rely on 
the power of the Communist Activities Suppression 
Command. Gen Prem Tinsulanon, the prime minister, 
who is the director of this command, must be the onc 
who issues the order. But the printing of such leaflets is 
more a violation of the country’s criminal laws than a 
violation of the Anti-Communist Law. 


One final observation about this constitutional article 1s 
that this article states “in order to protect the monar- 
chy.” In using military forces, the state must adhere 
strictly to the provisions of the constitution. That is, the 
action must be taken to protect the institution, not an 
individual. For example, if someone wants to change our 
form of government to a democracy without a king at the 
head, the military has a duty to protect the monarchy. 
Because the intention of that person is to do away with 
the monarchy. But if the person docs something clse, 
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such as slander the king or other members of the royal 
family. charges must be filed in order to punish the 
person in accord with the law. Milutary forces or means 
not permitted by law can't be used. And what 1s umpor- 
tant 1s that the institution and the person are separatc. If 
they are considered to be one and the samc, this could 
cause much confusion. 


Actually. the police, who are a unit of the government 
and who are directly responsible for this, are already 
investigating this matter. The police are taking action in 
the name of the government. Thus. even though the 
military's statement to the effect that will do every- 
thing possible to stop these activities shows that i 1s 
loyal to the monarchy. some people may view this as an 
imsult to the people. That is, this can be viewed as 
tantamount to saying that the people are not sufficrently 
loyal if a few leaflets can shake their loyalty. 


If that is not the military's intention, | hope that im the 
future the military will weigh the good and bad pots 
carefully before issuing a statement. The loyalty that the 
Thai people have to the king 1s a pure feeling, and their 
loyalty 1s quite secure. They do not have any secret 
personal motive such as wanting to gain a position or 
rank. 


Columnist Views Army Zeal on Leaflets 
Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 10 Dec 87 p § 


[Slap im the Face column: “Institution and Govern- 
ment”) 


[Text}) Frankly, | was startled when | heard the march 
played just before the 2000 hours news program on 8 
December 1987. Furthermore. the joint statement issued 
by Supreme Command Headquarters and the army, 
navy, air force, and Police Department was read in a 
very stern manner, which startled me even more. Listen- 
ing to the statement, my feeling was that “this should 
have been done a long time ago.” But when they sad that 
that was a time of joy and that they had not wanted to 


spoil the happiness of the masses, | agreed 


1 will summarize this statement briefly for those of you 
who may not have heard i. Those of you who have heard 
it will already understand. Supreme Command Head- 
Quarters and the army. navy. air force. and Police 
Department said that enemies of the nation in the form 
of an anti-monarchy movement are trying to destroy the 
nation’s highest institution by making false charges. 


“These activities are hurting the people of the country 
Thus, the military cannot sit by idly. We will do every- 
thing possible to smash this movement completely,” sard 
the statement. And Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut, the RTA 
CINC, sasd that “we have clues and so 11 shouldn't be too 
much longer before resolute action 1s taken.” 
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Yes, resolute action must be taken. This cannot be 
allowed to cont:nuc. But one question that troubles me 1s 
why the government of Gen Prem Tinsulanon did not 
take achhon to stop this or identify the culprits at the very 
beginning and why 1 has allowed this to continuc up to 
the present. lt finally reached the powt where the “mil- 
itary” could no longer put up with thes and had to take 
the lead im opposing those who want to destroy the 
nation and our highest institution 


| am not trying to pick a quarrel. Everyone from street 
hawkers to arms dealers has been talking about thes for a 
long time. They are very concerned about this and 
wonder what the government will do and which people 
will be punished. But nothing has been done There have 
been rumors that the four government partics have done 
nothing but sit around cating and drinking and talking 
about whether or not to reshuffle the cabinet. The MP's 
in the various parties have concerned themscives mainly 
with making preparations for taking trips abroad while 
parliament is in recess. | don't know where they obtained 
all their money. 


The main duty of the military is to defend the country. 
The government's duty 1s to administer the country so 
that there 1s peace and prosperity. Whenever something 
bothers the people, an investigation must be conducted 
and steps must be taken to find and punish the culprits as 
quickly as possible. Why did I say that the “culprits must 
be arrested as quickly as possible” Because there is 
nothing very secret about this movement. The state units 
responsible have much great capabilities. They are on a 
much higher level. But at the bus and tau: stops markets, 
and other public places, these idiotic people comtinuc to 
carry on thei activities unhampered. And not for just an 
hour or two but for the whole day. And so why haven't 
officials been able to identify them yet” 


Nevertheless, | am still convinced that this government 
has great capabilities and 1s to be trusted. The question 
1s, how 15 it using its capabilities” 
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Students Oppose Chavalit Degree 


420001981 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in Enelish 
1? Dec 87 p 3 


[Text] Students at Ramkhamhaeng University yesterday 
announced strong opposition to an Economics Faculty 
plan to award a doctorate to Army Commander Gen 


Chavalit Yongcharyudh 


The Student Union said Gen Chavalit had made no 
outstanding contribution to the university 


Union President Somboon Chavana said the faculty, 
which planned to make the award between $-!2 January, 
had been forced to drop an identical plan 2 years ago 
amid student opposition. 








16 February 1988 74 THAILAND 
Faculty Deputy Dean Pratharn Boonserm sand the award =e legal base. the regular government officials will play a 
had been proposed to university authorities was still greater role im stipulating the positions of the MPs in 
being cach of the zones. The under secretary of interior alone 
may be able to make use of his powers based on the law 

/12232 to benefit or harm the clection im cach zone. The 
bureaucracy’s power will increase, and mt will be m a 

Surin Comments on Electoral Change better position to determine the clection results. Thes 1s 
home to Pollen - _ in accord with the desires of the bureaucracy, which 
the political parties and weaken the 

the Reserves Center for National Security and Rev- 


Vote, One Power™, date and place not specified) 


[Excerpts] The following questions and answers are from | 

an interview with Surin Phitsuwan, a Democrat Party [Question] Even if we feel that the 
MP from Nakhon Sithammarat Province, the secreatary System will enable bureaucrats to 
to the Speaker of the House, and a member of the House —¢lectvons and give local influential groups a 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee. He 1s a young politician determine who will be elected MP. the problem 
who has been accepted quite well by scholars, the mass ‘he present system canr 

media, and many other groups. Surin talked to KHAO = egullar government n 
PHISET on a varnety of subjects and gave us his views on influences. In oe aa 


1 
i i 
fut 


the political situation in Thailand in both the short term —- ONe-volle system at a time when the present system is 
and the long term. imperfect, besides voicing opposition, do you have any 
new proposals to suggest that will help improve or 


[Question] In the present political situation, which isnot «develop our democratic system” 
expected to change, there is one thing that is very 

interesting and that is the military's proposal to change = [Answer] It's true that the present system is not perfect. 
the election law to have a one man, one vote system. if you want me to, | can about what 
What do you think of this” needs to be done even though my proposals would be 


[Answer] Every faction, both in and out of parliament, ‘time. | would like to propose two paths for developing 
wants to support parliament and help it survive for a | democracy. First is development from the top. Develop- 


ing about revising the election law in order to pave the opment from the bottom. Thi to. promulgating 
way for dong thes during the next session of parliament, to the development of democracy at 
The subdistrict councils can become 


that 
that is, in April 1988, instead of trying to do this during = the grass 
this session. What is interesting is why the military has —jurristic Or : 
proposed a one-man, one-vote system. | don't under- _— in order to give real democratic power to the people. Or 
stand what their real objective is in proposing this 
revision. But | am sure that it has something to do with democracy from 
wanting to weaken the political party system. This revi- the 


election in the name of a certain political party, he will = involved in . 

tend to feel that he won because of his personal base of supposed to think? How can we not be suspicious about 
support in that zone. This feeling will affect his accep- what ts behind their proposals for developing democra- 
tance of the party's role. Politicians who win election will = cy” 

put the emphasis on their own role 1", that zone. That will 

directly affect the unity of the political parties. Second, [Question] Actually, MPs should be able to implement 
the electoral zones, with one MP per zone, will be your proposals for developing democracy from the top 
smaller. This will tend to increase the role of the influ-§ and bottom by revising the laws. Or such proposals could 
ential people in the localities. Three subdistrict chiefs be made immediately. There is no need to wait for the 
will have more power than one MP. The provincial military to propose things. In view of the 

councils will have influence over the MPs. And based on _— election system has remained intact for so long. why 
my experiences, what is most important is that with this —s haven't these proposals been implemented” 
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[Answer] First, | would like to say that politicians have 
not been able to establish themselves firmly because of 


their munistries. Al present, the 
munesters 1s that of “first under secretary.” Our political 
party system xs cull very weak. It well take a long time to 
stomulate democratic awareness mm order to develop 
democracy Or else this will be swallowed up by the 
bureaucracy or administrative apparatus controlled by 
the bureaucrats. 


[Question] What is your view on the role of senior 
military officers such as Gen Chawalat Yongcharyut, 
particularly his views on developing democracy” 


[Answer] I thonk that Gen Chawalit 1s a very bold person. 
Regardicss of where his ideas lead im the end, the 
mteresting thing os that he has capressed his views 
forthrightly. And in expressing his views, he has exhib- 
ited a more democratic attitude than officers in the past. 


fun, because i is an struggle that 1s taking 
place within the framework of democracy. | think that he 
iS a very intelligent man. In the future, there is a good 
chance that he will decide to seek power legitimately. | 
don't thenk that he will side with the old power system, 
which has failed to solve the country's problems. | think 
that the path that he chooses will be in accord with the 


path of democracy 


[Question] As a member of the Foreign Affairs Subcom- 
mittee, what do you think about Gen Chawalit’s views 
on the Cambodia problem” He sand that that 1s a civil 
war. a conflict between the communist factions. 


in Weapons Purchases Brings Press 
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Editorial Cites 10 Percent Kickback 
42070061 Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 15 Now 87 p 3 


[Ednonal: “Prohibit Associating With Merchants™] 


of whether i is purchases by government 
or nds on government projects. there have long 
been rumors that if you want to win a bid or sell 
to the government, you have to pay a kick- 
back of at least 10 percent. 
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Demands End to Dealer-General Ties 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 14 Now 87 p 6 


[Eduonal: “The Army and Arms Dealers™] 


{Excerpts} The strong warning given by Gen Chawaln 
Yongcharyut, the RTA CINC, about ties between arms 
dealers and army officials ts more than just a statement 
of principle that reflects the army's line and policy on 
purchasing wcapons. What 1s very emportant 1s that 1 1s 
a special warning to merchants who sell weapons to the 
army and to officials subordinate to the army. These 
people should heed this warning and conduct themselves 


property 


In short. even though the warning given by the RTA 
CINC was couched im terms of a general principle, thes 
warning docs have a particular target in mind. Because 
when government units and merchants, regardicss of 
whether ot 1s arms dealers or other types of merchants. 
ect together to buy and sell goods. 11 1s usually lower-level 
officers who make contact and coordinate things. But the 
final decrson always rests with semor officials. Thus. 
thes warning 1s axmed at semor officers. The RTA CINC 


Ss trying to set a good cxaampile 


In the past. the relationship between “certain” muilitary 
officers and “certain” arms dealers was very frightening. 
And « wasn't just arms dealers who were involved 
(Certain mayor contractors had close tres to certain semor 
military officers, too. Several years ago, while on a tnip 
abroad, a former semor army commander became 
involved in a scandal involving foreign prostitutes and a 
socialite A multinational communications company and 
a large domestic consiruction company were involved im 
this 


It's good that Gen Chawalitt Yongcharyut has openly 
shown that he « an honest person om order to prevent 
people from making criticisms because of a misunder- 
standing He has done this by proposing arms trading 
principles. He has sand that thes must be done on a 
government-to-government basis imstcad of gomg 


though a representative or agent. At the same time, 
personal ties between arms dealers and officials subor- 
dinate to the army will be cut completely 
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Stingray Purchase 
Bangkok MATICHON im Thai 20 Now 87 p 6 


[Eduonal: “The Sungray Operation™] 


[Excerpts] On 17 November, the cabinet passed a reso- 
lution approving the transfer of Mr Metta Phumchusi. 


because of any involvement in paying the commission 
on the purchase of the Suungray tanks. He was transferred 


abroad, the arms dealers did everything they could to 
facilitate his trip 


It +s essential that thes scandal not be covered up. The 
people must be told the truth about what happened. If 
the team at the Government House % certam that the 
documents that they have are correct, they must estab- 
lish a committee to investigate thes and use this cxper- 
ence to plug the loopholes in trading activiics between 
government units and merchants. Once this lays a foun- 
dation based on doing things honestly. units such as the 
army that are patriotic and that have a sense of respon- 
sibility will definitely cooperate 
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Religious Problem, Agitprop Work Concerning 
Science-Based Atheism 


42000209) Hana TRIET HOC on English 
Sep 87 p 18] 


[Article by Quang Huy and Phong Hien: “The Religious 
Problem and Agitprop Work Concerning Scrence-Based 
Atheism im Vietnam at Present™] 


[Text] A number of religions are practised in Vietnam. 
Al present generally speaking. religious belbevers obcy 
the law of the State. The influence of past generations of 
pro-imperialist reactionary clements who wished to use 
religion to oppose revolution has been eliminated in the 
main. Given this situation, the authors oppose the fol- 
lowing tendencies. on the one hand. the voluntarist view 
which recommends the abolition of all religsons regard- 
less of the religious feeling of the belevers, and on the 
other, the nghtist confused view about the nature of 
religion. They recommend that a science-based world 
outlook be infused into the masses in order to pull them 
away from religious mysticism. It 1s high tome, so they 
think, atherstic education was pul on the agenda. 
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Lenin's on L nity of Opposites, Vietnamese 
Revolution at 


4200020% Hanoi TRIET HOC in English 
Sep 1987 p 181 


[Article by Pham Ngoc Quang: “Lenin's Theory on the 
Unity of Opposites and the Vietnamese Revolution at 
p “) 


[Text] In studying problems of socialist construction in 
Sovict Russian Lenin applied the theory of contradic- 
tions to the period of transition to socialism. He 
analysed the contradictions emerging im this stage and 
created the doctrine according to which the conscious 
combination of opposites 1s both the form and the result 
of the struggle between them. 


The application of thes doctrine is the period of transi- 
thon to socialism mm Vietnam will lead to correct mea- 
sures for the effective combination of opposites con- 
tained in a series of real contradictions. This will create 
favourable conditions for socialist construction 


The author stresses the fact that Lenin's scientific doc- 
trine should not be confused with an eclecticism which 
secks to reduce the contradictions 
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Article on Dialectics ef New Economic Policy 
Discussed 


4200020904 Hanes TRIET HOC in English 
Sep 1987 p 182 


[Artucle by Nguyen Dang Quang “The Dialectics of the 
New Economuac Policy and Our Time™] 


[Text] The author analyses the universal vale. ic. the 
dialectics of the New Economic Policy (NEP). Soon after 
the trumph of the October Revolution. Lenin put for- 
ward ideas related to NEP. In 1921, this policy was 
officially implemented imitially serving to check cco- 
noma crisis before becoming part of the stratcgy to build 
socialism on Russia. Regretfully, an end was pul to mn 
the late 1920's. 


However, historncal caperience and present facts have 
proved that NEP is not to be viewed as a temporary 
economic policy. lt charts the way for the transition to 


Chronology .15 July-14 August 1987) 


42000182 Hanoi VIETNAM COURIER in English 
Oct 87 p 32 


{Text} 


17. Hanor Holding of a grand mecting to celebrate the 
10th anniversary of the signing of the Victnam-Laos 
Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation (18 July 1977-18 
July 1987). 


17.19. Casablanca: A CPV delegation led by Phan Minh 
Tanh, member of the Party Central Commiutice and 
Head of its Commission for Mass Work, attends the 
Fourth Congress of the Progressive and Socialist Party of 
Morocco. 


19.26. Ho Chi Minh City: Holding of the Second Phu 
Dong National Sports Festival. (See article on page ¥0) 


20. A delegation of the Ministry of Soil Improvement 
and Water Conservation of the Soviet Union led by 
Minister N.Ph. Vasiliev, member of the CPSU Central 
Committee, concludes its official visit to Vietnam begun 
on 14 July 1987 











26. Pressdent of the SRV Council of State, Vo Chi Cong. 
sends a message of greeting to the conference of Heads of 
State and government of member countnes of the Orga- 
nization of African Unity (OAU), reaffirming the con- 
stant and resolute support of the and Govern- 
ment of the SRV for the struggle of the African peoples 


fod tah Cte cee te ee ae 


28 July4 August. A delegation of the Soviet State 
Committee for 
El. Sxdenko, sts First Vice-Chairman, visits Vietnam. 


30-31. Ho Chi Minh City: Holding of a conference by the 
Ministry of Health to review the results of the expanded 
vaccination programme for | 985-1986 


31 July-3 August. Phnom Penh: Holding of the cighth 
meeting of the Kampuchea-Laos- Vietnam Commission 
for Economac and Cultural Cooperation 


~.13. A delegation of the Lao Ministry of Commerce. led 
Chanpheng 


sy Vece-Moenester 
invendship visit to Vietnam. 


7. Ho Chi Minh City: Chairman of the Crancil of 
Ministers Pham Hung receives the president’ of ver. 
seas Vietnamese Associations in West Beriva, Beigrum. 
Canada, the FRG and France. 


11. Chairman of the Council of Ministers Pham Hung 
recerves a . clegation of the Indian Company CIMMCO 


Bounnaphon. pays a 


12 Phnom Penh: Opening of the conference of deputy 
foreign ministers of Kampuchea. Laos and Vietnam 


13. Hanot Holding of a grand to mart the 40th 
Independence Day of the Republic of India (15 August 
1947-15 August 1987) 
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[Article “Philosophy A Quarterly Review Published by 
the Institute of Philosophy under the Vietnam Social 
Scrences Committee”) 
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130 cadres who graduated in the Soviet Union, there are 
. 


Al present, 4.600 Vietnamese students are studying at 
150 schools on 33 cities of the Soviet Union. Apart from 
tramneng. the Soviet Union has regularly sent ms cxpern- 
enced cadres to Vietnam for help and assistance. Since 
1979. we have invited many expenenced Soviet experts 
mm economac and socal management to come to Vietnam 
for giving lectures im crash courses opened by vanous 
branches. Nearly ten courses have been so far organized 
with over 2.000 tramees consisting of managers of enter- 
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To understand this question, we have visited a number 
of textile factories where young Vietnamese serve their 
apprenticeship. 


At the Lenin cotton mill in Glakhoski, on the outskirt of 
Moscow, there are now 600 Vietnamese workers learning 
the weaver's trade. G.M. Odelinova, vice-director of the 
factory, told us: “We reserve for them a nice building 
where beside their dormitories, there is a classroom for 
learning Russian, a canteen, a dispensary and a library. 
To decorate this building we have consulted the books 
and reviews speaking of Vietnam to arrange the interior 
of the house in a Vietnamese style so that our friends feel 
that they are quite at home”. 


Vietnamese workers have to learn many trades: spin- 
ning. weaving, recling, brushing, which are indispensable 
for them after their return to their country. They are 
whoicheartedly trained by the Soviet weavers who also 
teach them how to keep safety in work. 


At the “50 anniversary of the October socialist Revolu- 
tion” mill in Pontava (Ukraina), there are also many 
Vietnamese weavers. Speaking of them, the managing 
board and trade-union of the factory informed us that 
they have contributed to the success of the enterprise; 
many of them have quickly mastered their technique and 
recorded outstanding achievements. 


Nguyen Thi Oanh, spinner has always overfulfilled her 
daily quota. Her monthly wages are between 280 and 370 
rubles. Her name is written on the list of honour of the 
factory. Tran Thi Hoa, reeler, sets an example for her 
zeal and discipline and is granted the title: “Young 
Stakhaaovist worker of the eighties”. 


Pham Thi Ly, Nguyen Thi Bich Yen, Nguyen Thi Le, 
Nguyen Thi Lien, and other Vietnamese workers have 
excellently mastered their frade and become outstanding 
weavers. Admired by their Soviet mates, they have their 
names cited by the local mass media. The Vietnamese 
weavers enthusiastically take part in social activities. 
Their “Lotus” political singing troupe is frequently 
invited by colleges and enterprises and its performances 
are warmly welcomed. 


In the last three years, at the textile mill Orekhova which 
produces every year 200 million metres of textiles, there 
are 1,000 Vietnamese weavers in apprenticeship. They 
are wholeheartedly helped by their skillful Soviet mates, 
particularly Antoniva Dusekia, an old hand in the facto- 
ry. Speaking of her, Vietnamese friends, she said: “They 
are second to none in work. For instance, Nguyen Hong 
Nga. who outstrips me in labour efficiency, has fulfilled 
her monthly target by 135 


VIETNAM 


Trained in the Soviet Union, the Vietnamese weavers 
will return soon to Vietnam. It is the skill and discipline 
and style of work they have learnt in Soviet textile mills 
that will help them to make worthy contributions to the 
development of the textile industry in their country. 
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[Article by Thanh Phong: “They Live and Work at Quy 
Hop ™) 


[Text] Quy Hop lies in a valley, west of Nghe Tinh 
province, now it is turned into a beautiful townlet. 
Mirroring in a lake are new high buildings, where are 
housed the seat of the managing board of the Union of 
tin processing enterprises and the dwellings of Soviet 
technicians. Around this “artificial lake” are scaffoldings 
of new constructions, heralding the emergence of a 
future industrial centre. 


Looking at the new tarmac road linking the centre of 
Quy Hop to Chau Cuong mine, a geologist told us: 
“When we arrived here for the first time, this road did 
not yet exist, it was then a mere beaten track; even the 
drilling rig was to be taken to pieces and after carried on 
shoulders. However, at that time, it was twenty years 
ago—the Soviet geologists already made their presence 
felt”. 


Only a few years before, the people of Nghe Tinh 
province trombled with fear when hearing of such names 
as Phu Quy, Song Lo, Rung Lim, given the fact that those 
regions were most unhealthy and infested with wild 
animals. But before Quy Hop become a district town, 
footprints of geologists were seen everywhere in the 
valleys, including those of Soviet geologists who went in 
search of tin for Vietnam. Antony Phedotov, head of the 
Soviet exploring team, told us passionately of such 
villages in this tin-ore region as Ban Pen, Ban Moi, Ban 
Hac. Native of Viadivostik, he spoke little of himself but 
frequently of his friends, Soviet and Vietnamese alike. 
The first tin exploration team was set up at Quy Hop in 
1963 and Phedotev was present in 1969. Like his Viet- 
namese counterparts, he also slept in the jungle, weath- 
ered sun and rain and had a bow! of rice to eat and a 
canteen of water to drink, but he worked with devotion 
to find out ore. The Vietnamese geologists will never 
forget the funny stories he told them to shorten the long 
nights in forest. Coming in Quy Hop in the early days 
were also Valen Kinfrich, Mikhail Ivanovich, Victor 
Vassilievich, lura Ivanovich who were experienced geol- 
ogists of the tin mines in Kamchatka. Before coming to 
Quy Hop. many of them had worked in remote moun- 
tainous regions of Vietnam. 
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After his most Jifficult time of exploration of Quy Hop, 
Kinfrich works at Union One at Quy Hop. Nobody could 
forget the devotion of Pendinsky who has put all his 
heart and soul in his work. As he grew thin, we were 
anxious for his health but he said smiling: “I am in the 
best of health. Don't worry about me. As your country is 
facing difficulties, many of you work more eagerly than 
I. At the head-office of the Tin Union, we saw banana 
trees and papaw trees laden with fruit and a beautiful 
flower garden. Vo Quang Hong, assistant-manager of the 
Union, told Me: “They are tended by us and our Soviet 
friends on the socialist labour days”. Lacking transpor- 
tation means, Phedotov willingly took place in a car with 
our workers. When the vehicle had a break-down or the 
road was in vad order he also joined the driver and the 
Vietnamese passengers to repair the machine or the 
road. many Vietnamese geologists could be brought to 
full development thanks to his devoted assistance. Nev- 
ertheless, he always showed his readiness to listen to 
their ideas and suggestions. He told them in confidence: 
“We are the link between the Soviet Union and Vietnam. 
We come to Quy Hop with the sole aim to devise the best 
scheme for prolonging the life span of the tin mine”. 


Traffic on the road linking Quy Hop townlet to Chau 
Chuong mine is most heavy: lorries, bulldozers, cranes 
busily go to and fro in an atmosphere of emulation to 
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the October Rev- 
olution. While Soviet and Vietnamese geologists are 
bending their heads on a map or on an ore sample, at the 
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work-site Soviet technicians and Vietnamese workers are 
busily building the framework of the mine for exploita- 
tion of the ore. Phan Huu Ruc, engineer, director of Quy 
Hop mine told us: “The Soviet technicians work for us 
with all their heart. They are present even in the most 
trying circumstances. Accustomed to a peaceful life in 
Hanoi, when called to work at Quy Hop in the first days 
I had some reluctance, particularly in the season of hot 
wind, and I realize more clearly the devotion of the 
Soviet technicians and know how precious is their 
friendship”. 


Today Quy Hop townlet is licked into shape. The tarmac 
road and electric light have changed the appearance of 
this mountainous region. Big water mains and huge 
machines lie higgledy-piggiedy on the ground, near new 
buildings. In the electric light, crystals of tin ore are 
sparkling like a myriad of stars; the first batches of tin 
are melted by semi-mechanical means. In future a tin 
processing workshop will be built together with a motor 
repair section, a laboratory and a transformer station. 


The extraction of the Quy Hop tin mine is under way. It 
is the result of 20 years of exploration with the assistance 
of the Soviet geologists and engineers who have been 
working hand in glove with our technicians and workers 
to turn this region west of Uncle Ho's native province 
into a prosperous industrial centre. 
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